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Anticipation  and  excite- 
ment were  dancing  in  the 
air  in  Louisville  the  week 
of  October  30  -  November 
2.  In  pursuit  of  discovering 
student  success,  FFA  mem- 
bers from  all  50  states, 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin 
Islands  stormed  the 
Kentucky  Fair  and 
Exposition  Center  for  the 
75th  National  FFA 
Convention. 

The  diamond  anniver- 
sary of  an  organization  that 
continues  to  develop  pre- 
mier leadership,  personal 
growth  and  career  success 
in  students'  lives  marks  a 
pivotal  point  for  those  in 
attendance.  It  was  a 
chance  to  celebrate  75 
years  of  national  blue  and 
corn  gold,  75  years  of  tradi- 
tion and  75  years  of  agri- 
cultural education  through 
an  organization  that  trans- 
forms the  youth  of  yester- 
day, today  and  tomorrow 
into  respectable  citizens. 

No  time  was  wasted  in 
getting  convention  started, 
with  the  official  delegates 
and  41  national  officer 
candidates  arriving  early  in 
the  week  to  take  on  their 
respective  roles.  Delegates 
established  their  own  piece 
of  FFA  history  as  a  new 
delegate  process  was  intro- 
duced that  closely  follows 
that  of  the  U.S.  Congress. 

Convention's  official 
kick-off,  a  reflections  pro- 
gram by  the  national  offi- 
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FFA  members  "build  upon"  the  knowledge  and  experiences  of  friends  to 
achieve  success  and  have  fun  along  the  way. 


Could  a  chapter  really  drive  from  Hawaii  to  Louisville?  This  chapter  had  fun  decorating  their  rental 
for  convention. 
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Roller  coasters,  music,  food  and  friends  awaited  members  who  took  advantage  of  the  FFA  at  Six  Flags  event. 


The  national  officers  opened  the  FFA  at  50  "A  Golden  Past.  A  Brighter  Future.' 
time  capsule  during  Reflections. 


cers,  encouraged  members  to  set  a  standard 
of  excellence.  The  opening  of  the  time 
capsule,  which  had  been  locked  since  the 
FFA  at  50  celebration,  revealed  historical 
artifacts  from  each  state  and  gave  members 
a  glimpse  of  FFA  history.  The  excitement 
heightened  with  a  surprise  appearance  by 
legendary  sports  figure  Muhammad  Ali.  "It 
was  so  exciting  -  I  got  goose  bumps,"  said 
Jenny  Stegemoller,  a  Danville,  Ind.,  FFA 
member. 

The  national  officers  urged  members  to 
take  on  service  as  a  key  principle  in  their 
lives.  The  many  FFA  members  that  partici- 
pated in  the  PALS  (Partners  in  Active 
Learning  Support)  conference  during  con- 
vention did  just  that.  Pairing  up  with  near- 
ly 400  elementary  students  for  a  day  of  fun 
and  learning,  FFA  members  shared  their 
knowledge  of  the  agricultural  industry  with 
the  kids.  Eight-six  FFA  members  serving  as 
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agricultural  ambassadors  also 
traveled  to  nine  Louisville  ele- 
mentary schools  to  teach  stu- 
dents about  agriculture  and  its 
role  in  their  every  day  lives. 
Combining  the  spirit  of  FFA 
and  a  love  for  agriculture,  these 
members  met  the  challenge  of 
living  to  serve. 

No  one  knows  how  to  have 
fun  like  FFA  members. 
Throughout  the  week,  members 
could  be  seen  enjoying  dances 
and  concerts  or  the  street  dance 
and  FFA  at  Six  Flags  night. 

In  addition  to  enjoying  these 
festivities,  FFA  members  were 
given  their  own  time  to  shine. 
Some  participated  in  the 
National  FFA  Talent  Revue, 
while  others  performed  during 
sessions  and  at  the  shopping 
mall. 

In  honor  of  the  75th  anniversary,  alumni 
members  joined  the  National  FFA  Band 
and  Chorus.  The  enjoyable  pieces  per- 
formed by  these  groups  brought  class  and 
charm  to  convention  before,  during  and 
after  sessions. 

With  convention  in  full  swing,  members 
had  the  chance  to  attend  motivational 
workshops,  where  they  could  learn  any- 
thing from  table  manners  to  developing  a 
personal  mission  statement. 

The  career  show  was  a  hot  spot  to  be, 
with  hundreds  of  colleges,  corporations 
and  organizations  available  to  answer  ques- 
tions and  share  information. 

75  years  of  tradition  were  eloquently  dis- 
played in  the  FFA  museum  at  the  career 
show.  Photos,  FFA  jackets  and  other  mem- 
orabilia lining  the  walls  of  the  display 
brought  a  touch  of  the  past  to  the  present. 
"It  was  really  interesting  to  see  all  this  his- 
tory, especially  the  things  like  the  Chapter 
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Members  got  into  the  spirit  of  Halloween  at  a  costume  party. 
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Louisville  offers  many  exciting  attractions  to  tour  during 
convention.  These  FFA  members  visited  the  famous  Louisville 
Slugger  Museum. 


National  FFA  President  Dane  White  was  speechless  after 
having  Rulon  Gardner's  Olympic  gold  medal  placed  around  his 
neck. 


Sweetheart  jackets  that  we  don't  have," 
said  Kaci  Dallignon  of  the  Hill  City,  Kan., 
FFA  Chapter. 

Another  chance  to  see  FFA  history  was 
in  a  commemorative  FFA  art  display  at  the 
Kentucky  Center  for  the  Arts.  The  display 
was  open  for  viewing  during  national  con- 
vention. The  thirty-three  oil  paintings 
commissioned  for  the  FFA  calendar  series 
trace  the  growth  of  the  organization  from 
1951-84. 

Sessions  were  action-packed  with  moti- 
vational and  entertaining  speakers  includ- 
ing Rick  Pitino,  Dr.  Rick  Rigsby,  Mamie 
McCullough  and  Baxter  Black.  Olympic 
gold  medalist  Rulon  Gardner,  a  former 
FFA  member  from  the  Star  Valley  FFA 
Chapter  in  Afton,  Wyo.,  sent  a  wave  of 
excitement  through  the  arena  as  he  placed 


his  gold  medal  around  National  FFA 
President  Dane  White's  neck.  National 
officer  retiring  addresses  marked  a  chance 
for  members  to  grasp  some  final,  moving 
remarks  from  the  six  amazing  individuals 
that  led  the  organization  through  the  past 
year. 

Competition  made  it's  way  into  conven- 
tion with  members  participating  in  23 
career  development  events  and  one  activi- 
ty that  allowed  them  to  execute  all  the 
hard  work  that  had  gone  into  their  respec- 
tive event.  Also,  winners  in  49  proficiency 
areas  were  recognized  for  exceptional 
supervised  agricultural  experience  pro- 
grams (SAE). 

National  Chapter  Awards  honored  one, 
two  and  three  star  chapters  and  the  three 
Models  of  Innovation  chapters  were  recog- 
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nized  for  excellence  in  student,  chapter 
and  community  development. 

The  finest  FFA  members  were  recog- 
nized in  the  Stars  Over  America  Pageant, 
and  the  75th  National  FFA  Convention 
made  its  own  mark  in  history  as  Karlene 
Lindow  of  the  Marshfield  FFA  Chapter, 
Chilli,  Wis.,  was  named  the  first  female 
American  Star  Farmer. 

In  the  midst  of  student  success,  FFA  sup- 
porters were  recognized  for  their  part  in  75 
years  of  partnership  with  members.  The 
support,  encouragement  and  role  models 
FFA  members  have  in  the  honorary  mem- 
bers, alumni  and  foundation  affiliates  is  a 
blessing  for  which  to  be  thankful.  The 
largest  supporters  of  student  success  are 
FFA  advisors.  These  individuals  have  dedi- 
cated their  lives  to  providing  guidance  to 
members.  Baxter  Black  said  it  best:  "If  we 
ever  amounted  to  anything, 
you  had  a  hand  in  it.  Yep,  you. 
There  by  the  owl." 

In  the  beginning,  33  farm 
boys  gathered  at  the  Baltimore 
Hotel  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  For 
the  diamond  anniversary, 
nearly  half  a  million  FFA 
members  celebrated  the  same 
principles,  values  and  pride 
that  started  in  1928.  From  the 
wide-eyed  freshman  to  the  10- 
year  pro,  national  convention 
was  a  week  full  of  promise, 
excitement  and  life.  After  75 
years,  one  thing  remains — the 
fact  that  the  heart  of  the 
organization  is  still  at  the  local  level  and 
lies  within  each  member.  The  week  of  the 
2002  National  FFA  Convention  not  only 
commemorated  75  years  of  student  suc- 
cess, but  also  challenged  members  to 
embark  on  the  mission  of  setting  the  stan- 
dard for  the  next  anniversary  convention. 
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All  work  and  no  play.  Never!  These  FFA  members  enjoyed  an  experiential 
training  session  sponsored  by  Cargill  as  a  special  project  of  the  National  FFA 
Foundation . 


These  students  are  a  great  reflection  of  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  FFA  -  its  members. 


Stars  Over  America 
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It's  the  'Sweet  16'  of  the  National  FFA  Organization.  To  many  it's  better  known  as  the  Stars  Over  America 
Pageant.  The  presentation  features  the  top  supervised  agricultural  experience  programs  (SAEs)  in  the 
nation  in  the  areas  of  Star  Farmer,  Star  in  Agribusiness,  Star  in  Agricultural  Placement  and  Star  in 
Agriscience. 


Star  Farmer 

As  the  highest  recognition  in  the  nation  for  an  aspiring  young  production  agriculturalist,  the  Star  Farmer 
award  recognizes  achievement  in  both  career  and  leadership  development. 

Karlene  Lindow  of  Chili,  Wis.,  made  FFA  history  as  the  first-ever  female  Star  Farmer. 


Karlene  Lindow 
Marshfield  FFA 
Chili,  Wisconsin 

Lindow  strives  to  raise  top  quality  breeding  stock  and  show  barrows  through 
her  SAE.  She  also  knows  that  farming  is  hard  work  and  full  of  risks.  Three 
years  ago,  she  decided  to  take  a  risk  of  her  own  and  raise  Spotted  Poland 
China  swine.  This  minor  breed  was  having  a  hard  time  in  the  industry,  but 
she  wanted  to  make  a  difference.  Her  hard  work  paid  off,  and  now  Lindow  is 
breeding  and  selecting  the  type  of  herd  she  wants  to  raise. 


Jason  Masters 
Shenandoah  FFA 
Shirley,  Indiana 

Masters'  earliest  agribusiness  ven- 
tures began  at  age  9  when  he 
acquired  his  own  checkbook  and 
six  acres  of  ground.  Beginning 
his  SAE  in  1995,  Masters  was 
able  to  learn  management  skills, 
increase  his  acreage  and  develop 
equipment  inventory.  He  now 
has  more  than  618  acres  in  pro- 
duction and  has  become  familiar 
with  every  piece  of  equipment  on 
the  farm. 

STARS  PHOTOS  BY  SAM  HARREL 
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Anthony  Heigert 
Wabaunsee  FFA 
Paxico,  Kansas 

Heigert  currently  farms  1,825 
acres,  which  is  an  increase  from 
the  400  acres  he  started  with  in 
1996.  He  plants  corn,  soybeans, 
wheat,  milo  and  sudan  grass. 
Over  the  last  two  years,  he  con- 
vinced his  landlords  that  no-till 
was  the  way  to  farm.  The  grain 
he  produces  is  now  stored  in  bins 
to  feed  his  cows  and  calves. 
Heigert  has  developed  his  own 
successful  cow/calf  operation  and 
purchased  his  own  land  to  pro- 
duce feed. 


Rachel  Bobbitt 

Deer  Creek-Lamont  FFA 

Lamont,  Oklahoma 

Bobbitt  is  farming  150  acres  of 
cropland,  rotating  wheat  and 
milo  along  with  seven  acres  of 
hay.  She  also  raised  34  registered 
Red  Angus  cows  and  bulls  and 
13  head  of  sheep.  With  her  prof- 
its, she  expanded  her  SAEs  and 
used  the  money  earned  to  pay  for 
college.  Through  the  skills  that 
agricultural  education  and  FFA 
has  given  her,  Bobbitt  is  confi- 
dent she  can  be  successful  and 
meet  the  challenges  of  the  agri- 
cultural field. 


Stars  Over  America 


Star  in  Agribusiness 

Members  receiving  their  American  FFA  Degree 
may  be  eligible  to  compete  for  the  American  Star 
in  Agribusiness  award.  The  award  winner  should 
possess  a  successful  agribusiness  career  and  out- 
standing leadership  skills. 

Douglas  Jung  of  Randolph,  Wis.,  was  recognized 
as  this  year's  American  Star  in  Agribusiness. 


Douglas  Jung 

Randolph'Cambria-Friesland  FFA 
Randolph,  Wisconsin 

Jung  started  his  supervised  SAE  by  renting  land  from  his  father  and  purchas- 
ing two  feeder  calves.  Since  then  his  business  has  grown  and  diversified  to 
include  1,002  acres  of  corn,  108  acres  of  soybeans  and  14  acres  of  snap 
beans.  His  beef  herd  has  grown  to  18  cows  and  one  bull.  In  addition,  Jung 
owns  and  operates  CJF  Trucking  that  hauls  local  produce  to  markets.  The 
trucking  business  runs  five  loads  of  flour  six  days  a  week  based  on  a  contract 
with  Didion  Milling. 


Clay  Johnson 

Emanuel  County  Institute  FFA 

Twin  City,  Georgia 

Johnson's  grandfather,  a  certified 
welder,  taught  him  the  basics  at 
an  early  age.  Johnson  began 
manufacturing  utility  trailers  in 
1995.  A  year  later  he  took  over 
25  percent  of  the  business.  He 
now  is  the  full  owner  of  Clay's 
Trailers  and  Welding.  Johnson 
said  he  realized  early  in  his  FFA 
career  that  if  he  planned  careful- 
ly, his  interest  in  welding  could 
become  a  business. 


Craig  Dobbins 
Wilton  FFA 
Wilton,  Iowa 


With  a  genuine  interest  in 
antique  farm  equipment, 
Dobbins  decided  to  start  his  own 
business,  Craig's  Restoration  and 
Repair  Service.  The  business 
offers  services  such  as  welding, 
machine  work,  pattern  work, 
iron  castings,  as  well  as  complete 
restoration  and  repairs  on  all 
types  of  older  farm  machinery, 
including  tractors,  steam  engines, 
water  wagons,  threshing 
machines  and  horse-drawn 
implements. 
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Fran  Meister 

West  Liberty-Salem  FFA 

West  Liberty,  Ohio 

Meister's  interest  was  in  lawn 
care  and  expanded  from  mowing 
to  fertilizing,  aerating  and  land- 
scaping. Meister's  business  now 
has  96  customers  and  offers  a  full 
lawn  care  and  landscaping  serv- 
ice. He  has  gained  a  reputation 
as  customers  are  now  calling 
him,  and  he  has  the  freedom  to 
choose  the  jobs.  Meister  is  now 
in  his  second  year  studying  turf 
grass  management  at  Clark  State 
Community  College. 
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Star  in  Agricultural 
Placement 

The  Star  in  Agricultural  Placement  award  recog- 
nizes a  student  who  has  an  outstanding  SAE  in 
placement  in  the  agricultural  industry  and  is  active 
in  FFA. 

This  year's  Star  in  Agricultural  Placement  winner 
is  Kyle  Cott  of  Clay  Center,  Kan. 


Kyle  Cott 

Clay  Center  FFA 

Clay  Center,  Kansas 

Cott  began  working  his  family's  diversified  crop  and  livestock  farm,  gaining 
knowledge  and  resources  to  start  and  manage  his  own  personal  farming  oper- 
ation. His  objective  was  to  own  his  own  farm  by  the  end  of  his  high  school 
career.  By  his  sophomore  year,  he  was  able  to  make  that  a  reality,  purchasing 
160  acres.  By  his  freshman  year  in  college,  he  had  rented  another  80  acres. 
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Tyrele  Schaff 
Stillwater  Valley  FFA 
Fishtail,  Montana 


Scott  Peterson 
McCook  Central  FFA 
Montrose,  South  Dakota 


Kurt  Groholski 
Amherst  FFA 
Amherst,  Wisconsin 


As  a  high  school  sophomore, 
Schaff  helped  manage  a  neigh- 
boring 200-acre  farm  during  the 
summer  months.  The  first  sum- 
mer was  spent  irrigating  crops, 
but  responsibilities  grew  from 
there.  Now  the  landowner 
depends  on  Schaff  to  take  care  of 
the  crops  and  his  financial  deci- 
sions. Schaff  said  this  has  been  a 
great  opportunity  and  one  that 
will  help  him  pursue  his  career 
goals. 


Peterson's  SAE  consisted  of 
swine  and  crop  production. 
Along  with  taking  care  of  the 
swine,  Peterson  began  working  at 
a  mixed  animal  vet  clinic.  His 
love  for  medicine  has  resulted  in 
his  desire  to  go  into  the  medical 
field.  The  skills  Peterson  gained 
through  his  SAE  will  help  him  in 
his  future  pursuits  in  practicing 
veterinary  medicine  in  eastern 
South  Dakota. 


Groholski's  interest  can  be  seen 
in  his  current  dedication  at  a 
local  dairy  farm  he  has  been 
working  at  since  his  freshman 
year  in  high  school.  His  SAE 
consisted  of  looking  for  ways  to 
improve  the  farm  and  keeping  up 
with  new  technology.  Groholski's 
family  does  not  have  a  farm.  He 
said  he  has  learned  a  lot  from 
hands-on  experience  and  from 
his  agriculture  classes. 
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Star  in  Agriscience 


An  outstanding  agriscience-based  SAE,  relating 
to  natural  resources,  research/experimentation  or 
science-based  directed  labs,  is  essential  for  the  Star 
in  Agriscience  award  winner.  The  recipient  should 
also  have  an  active  FFA  career. 

This  year's  Star  in  Agriscience  award  went  to 
Adam  Franklin  Newby  of  Smithville,  Tenn. 

Adam  Newby  was  thrilled  to  be 
named  the  2002  Star  in  Agriscience. 
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Adam  Franklin  Newby 
Warren  County  FFA 
Smithville,  Tennessee 

Since  1993,  Newby  has  grown  nursery  stock.  Through  his  high  school  years 
his  nursery  continued  to  flourish.  Wanting  a  challenge,  Newby  has  been 
able  to  research  plant  diseases  that  effect  nursery  stock.  His  SAE  also 
enabled  him  to  gain  knowledge  on  how  the  nursery  industry  works,  how 
plants  are  produced  and  marketed  and  how  research  is  conducted.  As  an 
entrepreneur  in  the  nursery  business,  Newby  said  he  has  learned  the  impor- 
tance of  growing  quality  nursery  stock  and  the  necessity  of  possessing  good 
business  skills. 
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Joe  Alves,  Jr. 

Los  Banos  FFA 

Los  Banos,  California 
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Gregory  Delaney 
Perham  FFA 
Perham,  Minnesota 


Valeree  Holzwarth 
Gettysburg  FFA 
Gettysburg,  South  Dakota 


The  grasslands  in  the  Central  San 
Joaquin  Valley,  are  home  to  more 
than  500,000  wintering  waterfowl. 
As  a  result  Alves  has  been  able  to 
increase  his  knowledge  of  the 
waterfowl.  As  part  of  his  SAE, 
Alves  has  been  able  to  increase 
the  amount  of  data  acquired  on 
the  fowl  raised  in  the  area,  band 
more  than  1,300  birds  in  2000  and 
learn  habitat  management  and 
restoration.  His  SAE  has  given 
him  a  lot  of  experience  in  the  area 
of  environmental  science. 


As  a  Minnesota  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  employee, 
Delaney  has  improved  his  knowl- 
edge of  pheasants  and  deer  habi- 
tat while  learning  about  the 
wildlife  that  Minnesota  residents 
are  able  to  seek  and  hunt  in  the 
state.  Delaney 's  objective  for  his 
SAE  was  to  improve  the  habitat 
for  pheasants,  grouse  and  deer  in 
Minnesota  in  an  effort  to  increase 
their  numbers.  He  also  has  been 
able  to  promote  wildlife  educa- 
tion and  habitat  preservation. 


Holzwarth  knows  the  importance 
of  identifying  pests  for  local  farm- 
ers and  has  been  able  to  learn  cor- 
rect bug  trap  management. 
Holzwarth's  objective  for  her  SAE 
was  to  have  proper  identification, 
project  expansion  and  increased 
knowledge.  As  an  agronomy 
major  at  South  Dakota  State 
University,  she  can  distinctly 
identify  European  Corn  Borer 
moths  and  other  insects. 
Holzwarth's  SAE  has  given  her  a 
head  start  on  her  future  career 
plans. 


Agri-entrepreneurship  Awards 


Sponsored  by  and  in  partnership 
with  the  Kauffman  Center  for 
Entrepreneurial  Leadership  at 
the  Ewing  Marion  Kauffman 
Foundation  as  a  special  project 
of  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 


Set/i  Braker  was  one  of  10  FFA  members  reeognized  for 
their  entrepreneurial  spirit. 

Ten  FFA  members  were  recognized  with  the  2002 
Agri-Entrepreneurship  Award  in  honor  of  their 
successful  business  ventures.  This  program  recog- 
nizes members  who  have  started  or  are  planning  to 
start  businesses.  Demonstrating  strong  organiza- 
tion, self-motivation  and  personal  drive,  these 
individuals  are  the  models  of  innovation  for 
today's  agri-business  world  and  are  a  true  picture  of 
student  success.  Entrepreneurial  skills  are  a  vital 
part  of  today's  business  world  and  the  future  of  the 
agricultural  industry.  These  10  members  represent 
a  wide  array  of  interests,  ranging  from  a  Christmas 
tree  farm  to  pickled  asparagus  sales  to  landscape 
design,  showing  anyone  can  be  a  successful  entre- 
preneur if  they  have  the  dedication  and  determi- 
nation to  reach  their  dreams.  Each  individual 
received  $1,000  and  was  recognized  on  stage  at  the 
Friday  afternoon  session.  Each  individual's  chapter 
also  received  $500  to  promote  entrepreneurship. 

Wesley  Belcher  of  Madison,  Ga.,  owns 
and  operates  Belcher's  Christmas  Tree 
Farm.  Belcher  has  expanded  his  busi- 
ness, which  started  with  about  800 
Virginia  pines,  to  include  the  sale  of 
Leyland  cypress,  eastern  red  cedar  and 
Carolina  sapphire  trees.  He  also  sells 
fresh  wreaths.  Belcher's  customers  are 
the  top  priority  of  his  business.  He 
shows  this  by  cutting  the  selected  tree, 
removing  dead  needles,  baling  the  tree 
if  desired  and  informing  the  customer 
of  proper  tree  care. 


Seth  Braker  of  Randolph,  Wis.,  owns 
and  operates  Braker  Acres  Custom 
Forage  Services.  Braker  raises  and 
markets  his  own  hay  as  well  as  offer- 
ing custom  forage  services  such  as 
crop  scouting  and  forage  testing.  He 
also  cuts,  bales,  stacks  and  hauls  hay. 
He  started  the  business  to  generate 
more  cash  flow  and  to  pay  off  the  debt 
on  his  equipment.  Braker  plans  to  use 
the  profits  from  his  business  as  a  down 
payment  for  land  when  he  graduates 
from  college. 

Karl  Crave  of  Waterloo,  Wis.,  owns 
and  operates  Crave  Painting  &  Repair, 
LLC.  The  business  offers  painting, 
pressure  washing  and  repair  services 
for  barns,  metal  buildings  and  other 
structures  in  south-central  Wisconsin. 
With  a  loan  from  Farm  Credit 
Services,  Crave  was  able  to  acquire 
the  financing  needed  to  start  his  busi- 
ness. Not  only  does  the  business  serve 
as  a  source  of  income,  but  Crave  has 
gained  valuable  skills  such  as  profi- 
ciency in  bidding  jobs,  managing 
employees,  handling  accounts  receiv- 
able and  sorting  through  tax  issues. 

Neal  Ely  of  Grafton,  Neb.,  owns  and 
operates  Ely  Farms,  LLC  along  with 
his  parents.  Starting  with  a  one-quar- 
ter acre  planted  with  asparagus  roots 
in  1999,  Ely  now  sells  his  fresh  prod- 
uct to  local  patrons.  Working  with  the 
University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln's  Food 
Processing  Center,  along  with  the 
input  of  his  mom's  expertise,  Ely 
developed  a  pickled  asparagus  product 
he  also  sells.  He  constructed  a  com- 
mercial kitchen  in  which  this  product 
is  processed. 

Trevor  Gottschalk  of  Kimball,  Minn., 
owns  and  operates  T'nT  Restorations 
in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Travis.  Together,  the  brothers  restore 
antique  tractors.  Both  have  excep- 
tional tractor  mechanical  and  restora- 
tion skills  that  have  allowed  them  to 
be  successful  in  their  partnership. 
Gottschalk  restored  his  first  tractor  at 
the  age  of  12  and,  realizing  he  had  a 
knack  for  the  trade,  eventually  made 
an  initial  investment  of  $1,000  into 
the  business.  In  addition  to  the  origi- 
nal jobs  of  short-term  'fixer  up'  trac- 
tors, the  brothers  now  take  on  more 
long-term  projects. 

Kelly  Lynn  Howard  of  Halzelhurst, 
Ga.,  owns  and  operates  Kelly's  Korner 
Flower  Arrangements.  This  small 
business  offers  unique  floral  arrange- 
ments, wreathes  and  other  decorative 
items.  When  planning  her  business, 
Howard  started  with  the  purchase  of 
three  large  flower  coolers  and  help 
from  her  family  on  a  business  plan 


and  a  budget.  Howard  started  the 
business  with  the  goal  of  providing 
the  community  with  inexpensive, 
quality  floral  arrangements.  It  has 
ended  up  being  profitable  enough  to 
help  pay  for  her  college  tuition. 

Ben  Polzin  of  Cadott,  Wis.,  owns  and 
operates  Monkey  Business  Outdoor 
Services,  a  landscape  design,  installa- 
tion and  maintenance  operation.  The 
company  maintains  a  greenhouse  and 
its  own  stock  of  landscaping  materials. 
In  the  winter,  the  company  offers  holi- 
day decoration  and  removal  services 
along  with  snow  removal.  About  60 
percent  of  Polzin's  business  is  residen- 
tial, with  the  other  40  percent  being 
commercial.  Attending  the 
International  Lawn,  Garden  and 
Power  Equipment  Expo  helped  Polzin 
stay  current  with  industry  information. 

Heather  Savelle  of  Watkinsville,  Ga., 
owns  and  operates  Heather's  Heifers. 
She  raises  replacement  dairy  heifers  for 
area  farmers  under  a  contract  arrange- 
ment on  a  fee-per-head  basis.  Savelle 
also  purchases  weaned  Holstein  heifers 
to  raise  and  feed.  Her  interest  in  the 
dairy  industry  began  on  an  outing  with 
her  dad  in  the  fourth  grade.  Savelle 
went  on  to  be  a  successful  business- 
woman as  she  worked  on  a  $5,000 
youth  loan  from  the  USDA  Farm 
Service  Agency  to  fund  the  initial 
costs  of  her  company. 

Matthew  Schmitmeyer  of  Versailles, 
Ohio,  owns  and  operates 
Schmitmeyer  Hoof  Trimming,  a  dairy 
hoofcare  business.  Attending  the 
Dairyland  Hoofcare  Institute  in 
Wisconsin  gave  Schmitmeyer  the 
background  and  essential  information 
to  launch  his  business  venture.  He 
owns  a  portable  chute  that  he  takes  to 
the  dairy  farms  at  which  he  works.  In 
addition  to  complete  hoofcare  main- 
tenance, he  also  offers  advice,  protec- 
tive hoof  pads  and  wraps  when  neces- 
sary. Schmitmeyer  has  found  a  need 
for  this  type  of  service  in  his  area. 
This  demand  has  allowed  his  business 
to  flourish. 

Travis  Vine  of  Granton,  Wis.,  owns 
and  operates  TCR  Power  Products,  a 
small  engine  sales  shop  and  repair 
service.  Vine's  interest  in  this  business 
was  sparked  by  his  uncle's  work  as  a 
mechanic.  Starting  his  business  as  a 
high  school  freshman  working  out  of 
his  family's  garage,  Vine  now  sells 
Brigg  &  Stratton,  Kohler,  Tecumseh, 
Honda,  Kawasaki  and  Parts 
Unlimited.  He  also  provides  repair 
work  on  ATVs,  lawn  mowers,  chain- 
saws,  snowmobiles,  small  engines  and 
small  farm  equipment. 
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Prepared  Public  Speaking  CDE 


Sponsored  by  FMC  Corporation, 
Agricultural  Products  Group  as  a 
special  project  of  the  National 
FFA  Foundation. 

Composure  and  poise  may  be 
what  you  see  at  the  prepared  pub- 
lic speaking  contest,  but  that  is 
far  from  all  that  is  involved  in 
this  CDE.  When  members  start 
preparing  their  six  to  eight 
minute  speeches,  they  spend 
numerous  hours  researching  agri- 
culture topics  and  tweaking 
speech  copies,  all  the  while  mak- 
ing sure  to  meet  exact  standards 
set  by  the  National  FFA 
Organization.  From  there, 
enhancement  of  voice  fluctua- 
tion, hand  gestures  and  overall 
presentation  style  is  a  top  priority. 

Contestants  are  judged  on  the 
content  and  composition  of  the 
written  manuscript,  as  well  as 
delivery  of  the  speech  and 
response  to  questions  asked  by 
the  panel  of  judges.  This  CDE  is  a 
stepping-stone  in  any  FFA  mem- 
ber's life,  as  it  establishes  a  strong 
understanding  of  agricultural 
issues,  experience  in  oral  commu- 
nication and  a  sense  of  citizen- 
ship and  leadership.  The  national 
finalists  have  gone  through  tough 
competition  at  local,  district  and 
regional  competitions.  Through 
this  experience,  each  has  devel- 
oped into  a  captivating  presenter. 


Rachael  Klamer  was  named  the  national  prepared  public 
speaking  winner  on  stage  during  the  seventh  general  session. 

Rachael  Klamer 
Munford  FFA  Chapter 

Agroterrorism...  How  Real  is  the  Threat? 


Rachael  Klamer  won  the  2002 
National  FFA  Prepared  Public 
Speaking  CDE.  Klamer  compet- 
ed against  four  finalists  for  the 
title.  Her  speech,  "Agroterror- 
ism...  How  Real  is  the  Threat?" 
describes  the  problems  America 
might  face  if  an  agroterrorist 
attack  occurred  on  U.S.  soil.  It 
also  suggests  solutions  to  the 
problems  and  prevention  tips. 
Below  is  an  excerpt  of  her 
speech. 

"With  the  events  of 
September  11,  these  possibilities 
have  suddenly  been  thrust  into 
the  minds  of  many  Americans. 
So  what  now?  How  are  we  going 
to  prevent  another  attack? 
President  Bush  has  realized  the 
threat  and  appointed  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  the 
Homeland  Security  council 
Principles  Committee.  Within 
the  Department  of  Agriculture, 


the  Animal  and  Plant  Health 
Inspection  Service,  also  known 
as  APHIS,  has  the  primary 
responsibility  for  preventing  the 
introduction  of  foreign  animal 
disease  through  important  regu- 
lations. The  Plant  Protection 
and  Quarantine  service  within 
APHIS  is  responsible  for 
inspecting  ships  and  planes  and 
their  cargo,  passengers  and  lug- 
gage arriving  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. Veterinary  services  admin- 
ister laws  and  regulations  per- 
taining to  the  importation  of 
animals,  poultry,  pet  birds, 
semen,  embryos,  hatching  eggs 
and  other  animal  products 
(USHAA,  1998).  But  what  can 
the  farmer  do?" 

"Farmers  also  have  a  responsi- 
bility for  their  own  security.  By 
knowing  everyone  who  comes 
onto  their  property,  making  sure 
that  all  perimeters  are  secure 
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and  keeping  all  chemicals  and 
storage  containers  non-accessi- 
ble, each  farmer  is  taking  the 
first  step  to  ensuring  that  they 
do  not  become  victims  of 
agroterrorism.  With  more  peri- 
odic evaluations  of  livestock 
herds  and  crops,  farmers  have  a 
greater  chance  of  detecting 
problems  before  they  become 
outbreaks.  Agriculturists  must 
be  aware  and  accountable  for 
their  own  well  being  and  not  be 
caught  looking  the  other  way. 
With  cooperation  of  govern- 
ment agencies,  farmers  and  pro- 
ducers, and  consumers  knowl- 
edgeable about  the  world 
around  them,  American  agri- 
culture will  survive  this  threat 


and  persevere  all  it  has  done  for 
hundreds  of  years.  "I  believe  in 
the  future  of  agriculture" 
(Tiffany,  1930)  and  no  terrorist 
can  take  that  away!  I  agree 
with  President  Bush  when  he 
says,  we  will  not  tire,  we  will 
not  falter,  and  we  will  not  fail 
(Bus,  2001)!" 

A  full  copy  of  Klamer's 
speech  will  be  available 
through  the  Agricultural 
Education  Resources  Catalog 
after  February  1,  2003. 


Creed  Speaking  CDE 
4 


Sponsored  by  Papa  John's  International,  Inc.  as  a  spe- 
cial project  of  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 

The  creed  speaking  career  development  event  was 
developed  to  introduce  new  members  to  and  engage 
them  in  FFA.  Students,  in  grades  seven  through  nine, 
recite  the  FFA  creed  from  memory.  Following  their 
presentation,  members  answer  questions  about  the 
meaning  of  the  creed  and  its  relationship  to  FFA.  The 
event  offers  young  members  the  opportunity  to  gain 
experience  in  public  speaking,  while  boosting  confi- 
dence and  earning  recognition. 

This  year's  National  FFA  Creed  Speaking  CDE  win- 
ner is  Allie  Brooks  of  Dora,  N.M.  She  competed 
against  47  fellow  members  to  the  top  prize  in  the 
event. 


Allie  Brooks  won  the  National  FFA  Creed  Speaking  CDE 
for  her  presentation  and  knowledge  of  the  FFA  Creed. 


II 


I  believe  in  the  future  of  agriculture,  with  a 
faith  born  not  of  words,  but  of  deeds  ..." 
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Extemporaneous  Public  Speaking  CDE 


Sponsored  by  American  Farm 
Bureau  Federation  as  a  special 
project  of  the  National  FFA 
Foundation. 


Through  FFA,  students  have  the  opportunity  to  strengthen  their 
communication  skills  and  present  themselves  in  a  professional  manner. 
FFA  provides  a  variety  of  career  development  events  (CDEs)  that  offer 
members  this  experience. 

In  the  extemporaneous  public  speaking  CDE,  members  select  a 
speech  topic  from  three  randomly  picked  topics.  These  topics  are 
selected  from  12  possible  issues  in  the  areas  of  agriscience  and  technol- 
ogy; agrimarketing  and  international  agricultural  relations;  food  and 
fiber  systems;  and  urban  agriculture.  Members  are  then  given  30  min- 
utes to  prepare  their  speech. 

Through  this  speaking  event,  students  are  challenged  to  demonstrate 
their  knowledge  on  a  given  topic  with  little  preparation  or  practice. 
Members  show  their  ability  to  persuasively,  efficiently  and  effectively 
present  their  message. 


df 


Stacia  Berry's  knowledge  of  the  agricultural  industry  and  her 
presentation  skills  earned  her  the  title  of  national 
extemporaneous  public  speaking  winner. 


Stacia  Berry 
Frontier  FFA  Chapl 
Wyoming 

Stacia  Berry  won  the  2002 
National  FFA  Extemporaneous 
Speaking  CDE.  Berry  was  one 
of  four  finalists  who  competed 
for  the  honor.  Her  speech 
stressed  the  role  of  public  agri- 
cultural research  in  increasing 
production  efficiency. 

"The  agricultural  spectrum, 
much  like  a  kaleidoscope  in 
the  sense  that  no  matter  who 
looks  into  this  kaleidoscope 
each  person  has  their  own 
idea,  opinion  and  view 
point —  We  realize  that 
America  is  an  industry.  We 
have  been  built  upon  business; 
the  buying,  selling  and  trading 
of  goods  have  been  important 
from  the  very  beginning,"  she 
said.  "That's  why  there  are 
(three)  key  components  to 
understanding  the  role  of  pub- 


lic agricultural  research  in 
today's  business  world." 

"It's  simply  this:  the  more 
you  know,  the  more  you  can 

become We  realize  that  we 

don't  live  in  small  communi- 
ties anymore,  rather  we're  part 
of  a  global  community — one 
that  has  to  be  used  efficiently," 
she  said.  "The  American  busi- 
ness people  must  capitalize  on 
what  they  see  in  the  American 
agricultural  industry,  under- 
standing what  the  producer 
does  to  get  the  most  efficient 
product  possible,  what  the 
American  consumer  needs  and 
the  marketing  techniques  nec- 
essary to  make  them  the  buy- 
and-try  happy  nation  we  are 
today.   Once  this  balance  has 
been  met,  it's  surely  an  equa- 
tion for  success." 


13 


Agriscience  Student 
Recognition  Program 


A  smile  lit  up  Lindsey  Fimple's  face  when  she  was  named  the 
2002  Agriscience  Student  of  the  Year. 


Sponsored  by  Monsanto  as  a  special  project  of  the  National  FFA 
Foundation. 


Lindsey  Fimple  of  the  Vinita 
FFA  Chapter  in  Oklahoma  was 
named  the  2002  Agriscience 
Student  of  the  Year.  This  award 
honors  students  who  have 
exceptional  research  projects 
involving  agriscience  skills  and 
the  use  and  application  of  con- 
cepts learned  in  their  high 
school  agriculture  class. 

Fimple  was  recognized  for  her 
study  involving  the  prevention 
of  algae  blooms  from  poultry  lit- 
ter runoff.  She  started  her 
research  with  the  goal  of  finding 
an  environmentally  friendly  way 


to  solve  the  problem  of  runoff 
damage.  This  research  is  impor- 
tant because  poultry  litter  runoff 
could  potentially  affect  drinking 
water.  Because  of  her  success  at 
the  Oklahoma  Junior  Acadamy 
of  Science  (OJAS),  Fimple's 
paper  was  selected  to  be  present- 
ed at  the  national  meeting  of 
the  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science  in 
Boston.  Fimple's  application  of 
classroom  knowledge  to  a  real- 
world  problem  earned  her  the 
title  of  Agriscience  Student  of 
the  Year. 


National  Winner 

Lindsey  Fimple 

Vinita  FFA  Chapter 

Oklahoma 

Advisor:  Jared  Bottoms 


Runner-up 

Erin  Joy  Lewis 

Delavan  FFA  Chapter 

Illinois 

Advisor:  Richard  Lessen 


National  Finalists 

Bethany  Frew 

Carrollton  FFA  Chapter 

Ohio 

Advisor:  Dan  Kirk 


Sara  Morrissey 

Norris  FFA  Chapter 
Nebraska 

Advisors:  Doug  Malone  6k 
Kristyn  Harms 

Christopher  J.  Nelson 

West  Central  FFA  Chapter 
Iowa 

Advisors:  Daniel  Wilson  & 
Teresa  Vandelune 

Kyle  Taylor 

Abilene  FFA  Chapter 

Kansas 

Advisor:  Mike  Womochil 

Johanna  Wielfaert 

Lenawee  Vo.  Tech.  Center  FFA 

Chapter 
Michigan 
Advisors:  Kenneth  A.  Bollinger 

&  Don  Fowler 

Alison  Wohlgemuth 

Kingsburg  FFA  Chapter 
California 

Advisors:  Jill  Heuvel  6k 
Michael  Mederos 
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Agriscience  Teacher  of  the  Year 


Sponsored  by  Potash 
Corporation  of  Saskatchewan 
Inc.  as  a  special  project  of  the 
National  FFA  Foundation. 

Harvey  Burniston  Jr.  of  Butler, 
Tenn.  was  named  the  2002 
Agriscience  Teacher  of  the  Year. 
This  award  honors  an  agriculture 
instructor  who  brings  excellence 
in  curriculum  and  presentation 
skills  to  an  agriscience  classroom 
and  FFA  activities.  At  Johnson 
County  Vocational  School, 
Burniston  uses  hands-on  activi- 
ties to  encourage  his  students  to 
apply  scientific  knowledge.  One 
way  he  works  on  retention  of 
information  is  by  making  his  stu- 
dents guide  tours  visitors  take  of 
the  school's  facilities.  Burniston 
works  hard  at  integrating  con- 
cepts the  students  learn  in  biolo- 
gy, chemistry  and  math  into  his 
agriculture  program.  Also,  labo- 
ratory exercises  are  a  daily  part  of 
the  students'  classroom  routine. 
Several  field  trips  to  EPCOT 
Center  at  Walt  Disney  World 
gave  Burniston's  students  enough 
information  to  rouse  interest  in 
adding  hydroponics  to  the 
school's  greenhouse.  Making  this 
a  part  of  his  curriculum, 
Burniston  was  able  to  illustrate 
scientific  concepts  like  pH  lev- 
els, electrical  conductivity, 
chemical  elements  and  the  peri- 
odic table  to  his  students  all  in 
one  learning  environment. 
Burniston's  dedication  and  com- 
mitment to  his  students  are  what 
earned  him  the  title  of  agri- 
science teacher  of  the  year. 


National 
Winner 

Harvey  Burniston  Jr. 

Johnson  Co.  High  School 
Mountain  Cty,  Tennessee 

National 
Finalists 

MeeCee  Baker 

Greenwood  High  School 
Millerstown,  Pennsylvania 

Jenifer  J.  Erb 

Waupaca  High  School 
Waupaca,  Wisconsin 

Jason  Larison 

Holton  High  School 
Hokon,  Kansas 
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The  commitment,  dedication  and  excellence 
Harvey  Burniston  jr.  displayed  while  teaching  in 
an  agriscience  classroom  earned  him  recognition 
as  the  2002  Agriscience  Teacher  of  the  Year. 


Agriscience  Fair 

Sponsored  by  Ford  Motor  Company  Fund. 

Scholarships  sponsored  by  Ford  Motor  Company  Fund  as  a  special  project  of  the 
National  FFA  Foundation. 

FFA  members  showing  keen  interest  and  dedication  to  the  application  and  study  of 
agricultural  science  were  recognized  at  the  agriscience  fair.  This  program  allows  stu- 
dents to  use  the  scientific  process  on  their  own  experiment  and  to  apply  scientific  prin- 
ciples and  skills  learned  in  the  classroom  and  laboratory.  It  also  provides  a  way  for  stu- 
dents to  showcase  their  experiments  and  achieve  recognition  for  their  work.  Students 
in  7th- 12th  grades  can  participate  at  the  local,  state  and  national  levels.  Competition 
is  divided  into  five  areas:  botany,  engineering,  environmental  sciences,  zoology  and 
biochemistry/food  science/microbiology.  At  the  national  level,  students  in  each  of  the 
five  areas  were  recognized  on  stage  with  a  ribbon  rosette  and  plaque  honoring  their 
achievement  as  an  emerging  agri-scientist.  Students  also  received  scholarship  awards. 


Category:  Biochemistry/Microbiology/Food  Science 

Division  1:  Josephine  Lam;  JF  Kennedy  Middle  School,  FL 
Division  2:  Nikki  Schneider;  West  Central  HS-FFA,  1A 
Division  3:  Elizabeth  Argo  and  Laura  Meyer;  Agricultural 

&  Food  Sciences  Academy,  MN 
Division  4:  Tanner  Koenig  and  Josh  Russell;  Canby  Union 

HS  FFA,  OR 


Category:  Botany 


Division  1 


Paul  Ruddle;  Lowndes  HS-FFA,  GA 


Brandon  Fimple;  Vinita  HS-FFA,  OK 

Bill  Horton  and  Blaine  Ellis;  Canby  Union  HS 


Division  2 
Division  3 

FFA,  OR 
Division  4:  Charlie  Tucker  and  James  McHugh;  Eagles 

Landing  HS  FFA,  GA 


Category:  Environmental  Science 

Division  1:  Drew  Sanning;  Eldon  HS  FFA,  MO 
Division  2:  Lindsey  Fimple;  Vinita  HS-FFA,  OK 
Division  3:  Sam  Strecker  and  Brent  Hermanski;  Garber 

HS-FFA,  OK 
Division  4:  Erin  Lewis  and  Bryan  Tomm;  Delavan  HS- 
FFA,  1L 

Category:  Zoology 

Division  1:  Heather  Daniel;  Glidden-Ralston  HS  FFA,  IA 
Division  2:  Chris  Nelson;  West  Central  HS-FFA,  IA 
Division  3:  Wade  Hardin  and  Lonnie  Sessions;  Childress 

HS-FFA,  TX 
Division  4:  Rachel  Gattuso  and  Leslie  Hunnewill;  Smith 

Valley  HS-FFA,  NV 


Category:  Engineering 

Division  1 :  Jessica  Caswell;  Cotton  Center  HS-FFA,  TX 
Division  2:  Steven  Flory;  Pettisville  HS-FFA,  OH 
Division  3:  Hannah  von  der  Hoffand  Amy  Fluegeman; 

Agricultural  &  Food  Sciences  Academy,  MN 
Division  4:  Mark  Davis  and  Steven  Tennis;  Judson  HS- 
FFA,  TX 


15 


H.o.  Sargent  Awards 


rf 


Sponsored  by  Monsanto  as  a 
special  project  of  the  National 
FFA  Foundation. 

The  National  FFA 
Organization  established  the 
H.O.  Sargent  Award  in  honor  of 
the  New  Farmers  of  America 
(NFA)  in  1995.  The  award  was 
also  created  to  recognize  and 
remember  the  organization's 
place  in  history  with  the  FFA. 
As  the  former  organization  for 
African- American  agricultural 
students,  the  NFA  began  in 
1928  in  Virginia  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Dr.  H.O.  Sargent.  In 
1965  the  NFA  merged  with  the 


Holly  Deal's  service  to  others  and  commitment  to  diversity 
were  recognized  when  she  was  named  2002  H.O.  Sargent 
Award  winner. 


FFA,  adding  50,000  members  to 
the  agricultural  education  organ- 
ization. 

The  H.O.  Sargent  Award  is 
given  to  FFA  members  and  non- 
members  who  are  active  in  sup- 
porting and  recognizing  cultural 
diversity  in  agricultural  educa- 
tion and  within  their  communi- 
ties. 

This  year's  member  award 
went  to  Holly  Deal  of  the  South 
Rowan  FFA  Chapter  in  China 
Grove,  N.C.  Deal  has  devoted 
considerable  time  to  the  service 
of  others.  Her  work  in  promot- 
ing diversity  began  when  she 
volunteered  and  later  coordinat- 
ed the  English  for  Students  of 
Other  Languages  (ESOL)  pro- 
gram. Through  TEACH  pro- 
gram, Deal  works  with  special- 
needs  students,  providing  tutor- 
ing and  presenting  agricultural 
instruction  to  TEACH  classes. 

Drefus  Williams  of  South 
Carolina  and  Carla  Bluhm  of 
Indiana  were  recognized  as 
recipients  of  the  non-member 
H.O.  Sargent  Awards. 

Williams  has  been  involved 
with  agricultural  education  for 
more  than  50  years.  In 
1953,  he  began  his  career  as  an 
agriculture  teacher  and  NFA 
advisor.  After  the  NFA  merged 
with  the  National  FFA 
Organization,  Williams  and  his 
students  made  adjustments  to 
the  chapter  operations,  cere- 
monies, and  national  and  state 
activities.  No  matter  what  their 
race,  creed  or  ethnic  back- 
ground, Williams  treated  all  his 
students  equally. 

When  Adams  Central 
Community  Schools  in  Monroe, 
Ind.,  lost  its  FFA  advisor  in 
2001,  Bluhm  took  the  initiative 
and  stepped  up  to  serve  as  inter- 
im advisor.  Her  home  became 
the  temporary  FFA  meeting 
location.  Under  her  guidance, 
1 5  FFA  members  competed  in 
state  leadership  competitions. 


Drefus  Williams  was  one  of  two  adults 
recognized  with  the  H.O.  Sargent 
award  for  their  active  support  and 
recognition  of  cultural  diversity  within 
their  communities  and  agricultural 
education. 


H.O.  Sargent 
Member  Winner 

Holly  Deal 

South  Rowan  FFA  Chapter 
North  Carolina 

National  Finalists 

Rudy  Espinoza 

Miami  Senior  FFA  Chapter 
Florida 

Cathie  Reidenbach 

Adams  Central  FFA  Chapter 
Indiana 

Yarimar  Lebron  Lopez 

S.U.  Manuel  Mendia  Moret  FFA 

Chapter 
Puerto  Rico 

Non-Member 
National  Recipients 

Carla  Bluhm 

Indiana 

Drefus  Williams 

South  Carolina 
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Power  of  One 


Boxing  legend  and  humanitarian 
Muhammad  Ali  made  a  surprise 
appearance  at  Reflections .  He  was 
moved  by  the  response  of  convention 
guests. 

One  of  the  most  recognizable 
people  on  earth,  Muhammad  Ali 
is  a  pillar  of  hope  and  strength. 
Although  great,  his  accomplish- 
ments in  the  ring  are  certainly  not 
his  only  credentials.  At  times  a 
controversial  figure,  Ali  has 
expanded  his  horizons  and  dedi- 
cated his  life  to  bringing  inspira- 
tion to  people  around  the  world. 
FFA  members  were  touched  by 
Ali's  surprise  appearance  at  the 
75th  National  FFA  Convention. 

Racism,  violence,  respect,  peace 
and  hope.  These  poignant  words 
were  demonstrated  in  a  moving 
video  presented  during  reflections 
by  the  Muhammad  Ali  Center  for 
Advancement  of  Humanity  as  a 
part  of  Ali's  special  appearance. 
This  presentation  at  national  con- 
vention was  the  video's  debut,  and 
it  served  its  purpose  as  members 
and  guests  reflected  on  the  mes- 
sage behind  such  a  compelling 
video.  As  the  national  officers 
reflected  on  the  power  of  one, 
Ali's  presence  in  the  arena  allowed 
attendees  to  feel  the  power  of  a 
man  whose  heart  has  a  passion  for 
peace  and  a  love  for  mankind. 

Six  individuals  had  the  honor  of 
meeting  this  acclaimed  hero.  Ali 
attended  the  H.O.  Sargent  final- 
ists' reception,  sharing  his  encour- 
agement with  members  and  non- 
members  who  are  truly  devoted  to 


During  the  H.O.  Sargent  reception,  finalists  made  brief  presentations  to  Muhammad 
Ali  about  their  efforts  to  promote  diversity  within  their  communities  and  agricultural 
education.  Here,  Cathie  Reidenbach  enjoys  a  moment  with  the  most  recognizable 
person  on  earth. 


making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
others.  On  behalf  of  Ali,  Mike  Fox 
of  the  Ali  Center  said,  "As  Ali 
would  put  it,  the  service  we  do 
here  on  earth  is  simply  rent  for  a 
room  in  heaven."  Ali's  presence 
was  a  truly  memorable  experience 
for  those  at  the  reception  and  was 
a  prime  example  of  the  man's  sin- 
cere dedication  to  youth.  "It  was 
so  surreal,"  said  Cathie 
Reidenbach,  a  member  of  the 
Adams  Central  FFA  Chapter  in 
Monroe,  Ind.,  and  a  finalist  for  the 
H.O.  Sargent  member  award. 
"When  he  told  us  'You  are  the 
greatest,'  I  knew  it  was  something 
that  would  really  stick 
with  me  for  a  long 
time." 

Soon,  Ali's  legacy 
will  be  accessible  for 
thousands  to  see  as 
construction  is 
planned  for  the  official 
Muhammad  Ali 
Center.  In  light  of  his 
fan's  requests  for  a 
museum  commemorat- 
ing his  athletic 
achievements,  Ali 
resolved  to  build  a  cen- 
ter that  was  more  than 
just  a  display  of  his  life  as  a  boxer 
Instead,  the  center  will  draw  on 
Ali's  core  principles  of  peace, 
social  responsibility,  respect  and 


personal  growth.  It  is  Ali's  hope 
that  visitors  of  the  center  will 
leave  with  a  renewed  vision  for 
the  future  and  a  sense  of  personal 
drive  that  will  inspire  them  to  be 
the  best  they  can  be.  Headquar- 
tered in  Louisville,  where  Ali  grew 
up,  the  center  is  expected  to  open 
its  doors  in  the  fall  of  2004- 

Ali  made  a  deep  connection 
with  FFA.  His  display  of  heartfelt 
dedication  to  making  a  difference 
lends  perfectly  into  the  FFA  mis- 
sion and  personal  growth.  Service 
above  one's  self  is  an  admirable 
and  achievable  task,  as  one  can 
see  through  the  legend  of  Ali. 


* 


Muhammad  Ali  blew  kisses  and  waved 
to  the  crowd  to  a  resounding  standing 
ovation.  Flashes  lit  up  Freedom  Hall  as 
FFA  members  tried  to  capture  a 
moment  they  would  never  forget. 
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Career  Development  Events 


Agricultural  Communications 

Sponsored  by  Successful  Farming 

Winning  Team:     Hudson,  Iowa — Jon  Theisen, 
Jenny  Lichty,  Peter  Schneider 
and  Christina  Dietz 

High  Individual:  Jill  Sharp  of  Mooreland, 
Oklahoma 


Agronomy 

Sponsored  by  Bayer  CropScience 

Winning  Team:     Stockton,  Missouri — Ben 

Pulsipher,  Alvin  Meeks,  David 
Vinyard  and  Carrie  Phillips 

High  Individual:  David  Vinyard  of  Stockton, 
Missouri 


Agricultural  Issues  Forum 

Sponsored  by  Elanco  Animal  Health ,  A  Division  of  Eli 

Lilly  &  Co. 

Winning  Team:     Walla  Walla,  Washington — 
Danielle  Gray,  Melissa  Bughi, 
Kristin  Collins,  Bonnie  Williams, 
Kelsay  Pease,  Mitch  Frazier  and 
Kyle  Williams 

Agricultural  Mechanics 

Sponsored  by  Firestone  Agricultural  Tire  Company/ 
Bridgestone  Firestone  Trust  Fund 

Winning  Team:     Fairhury,  Illinois — Douglas 

Kahle,  Jonathan  Roth,  Jeremy 
Leman  and  Kyle  Knapp 

High  Individual:  Jonathan  Roth  of  Fairhury, 
Illinois 


Agricultural  Sales 

Sponsored  by  Monsanto  Company 

Winning  Team:     Yoder,  Wyoming — Jessica 

Marlatt,  Melissa  House,  Ashley 
Wolski  and  Amanda  Coxbill 

High  Individual:  Heather  Brake  of  Eldon,  Missouri 


Creed  Speaking 

Sponsored  by  Papa  John's  International,  Inc. 

National  Winner:  Allie  Brooks  of  Dora,  New 
Mexico 

Dairy  cattle  Evaluation 

Sponsored  by  Associated  Milk  Producers  Inc.  & 
Westf alia* Surge  Inc. 

Winning  Team:     Fort  Defiance,  Virginia — Ashley 
Shiflett,  Aaron  Shiflett,  Adam 
Hostetler  and  Adam  Shank 

High  Individual:  Brian  Edger  of  Warner  Robins, 
Georgia 

Dairy  Foods 

Sponsored  by  National  FFA  Foundation 

Winning  Team:     La  Vernia,  Texas — Jennifer 
Joiner,  Krista  Pruski,  Kelli 
Swygard  and  Michelle  Turner 

High  Individual:  Michelle  Turner  of  La  Vernia, 
Texas 

Environmental/Natural  Resources 

Sponsored  by  Ford  Division,  Michelin  Ag  Tires  and 
Mississippi  Chemical  Corporation 

Winning  Team:     Yanceyville,  North  Carolina — 
Anna  Cohb,  Landon  Chandler, 
George  Blackard  and  Rebecca 
Bos  we  11 

High  Individual:  Scott  Register  of  Eatonton, 
Georgia 

Extemporaneous  Public  Speaking 

Sponsored  by  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 

National  Winner:  Stacia  Berry  of  Cheyenne, 
Wyoming 


The  parliamentary  procedure  CDE  equips  members  with  the 
skills  needed  to  efficiently  run  a  meeting.  The  finals  stage  was 
sponsored  by  Farm  Credit  Services  of  Mid  America  as  a 
special  jnoject  of  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 
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Farm  Business  Management 

Sponsored  fr;y  John  Deere 

Winning  Team:     Jackson,  Minnesota — Jason  Resch,  Adam 

Stegemann  and  Nathan  Holt 
High  Individual:  Nathan  Holt  of  Jackson,  Minnesota 

Floriculture 

Sponsored  by  American  Floral  Endowment,  Ball  Horticultural 
Company,  Uniroyal  Chemical  Company,  National  FFA 
Foundation 

Winning  Team:     Perry,  Georgia — Ashley  Seamon,  Ashley 

Whiddon  and  Kate  Wilson 
High  Individual:  Kate  Wilson  of  Perry,  Georgia 

Food  Science  And  Technology 

Sponsored  by  ConAgra  Foods ,  Inc . ,  Dairy  Farmers  of  America , 
The  Coca-Cola  Company  and  Ventura  Foods ,  LLC 

Winning  Team:     Converse,  Texas — Amanda  Greathouse, 
Josh  Neumeyer,  Nicole  Page  and 
Gabrielle  Torres 

High  Individual:  Mandy  Hoge  of  Firth,  Nebraska 

Forestry 

Sponsored  by  BASF  and  Husqvarna  Forest  and  Garden 
Company 

Winning  Team:     Columbia,  Missouri — Chris  Hughes, 

Jennifer  Smith,  Stephen  Howard  and  Ed 
Erdel 

High  Individual:  Jeffrey  Parker  of  Hermitage,  Arkansas 

Horse  Evaluation 

Sponsored  by  DaimlerChrysler  Corporation  Fund  and  Dodge 
Trucks,  Evergreen  Mills,  Inc.,  KENT  Feeds,  Inc.,  and  Roper 
Apparel  and  Footwear 

Winning  Team:     Arroyo  Grande,  California — Mary 

Wilson,  Katy  Teixeira,  Jenae  Avila  and 
Rebecca  Osumi 

National  Winner:  Katy  Teixeira  of  Arroyo  Grande, 
California 

Job  Interview 

Sponsored  by  Tractor  Supply  Company 

National  Winner:  Kristy  Crow  of  Newman,  California 

Livestock  Evaluation 

Sponsored  by  Akey,  Inc.  and  Merial,  Ltd. 

Winning  Team:     Central  Point,  Oregon — Nichole  Dorr, 
Zach  Rambo,  Jami  Bittle  and  Nick 
Warntjes 

High  Individual:  Brigham  Stewart  of  Washington,  Kansas 

Marketing  Plan 

Sponsored  by  National  FFA  Foundation 

Winning  Team:     San  Antonio,  Texas — Sarah  Solomon, 
Matt  Hughes  and  Christie  Martin 


Meats  Evaluation  And  Technology 

Sponsored  by  Excel  Corporation,  Hormel  Foods  Corporation, 
Oscar  Mayer  Foods  Corporation,  Premium  Standard  Farms, 
Tyson  Foods,  Inc. 

Winning  Team:     San  Antonio,  Texas — Ashley  Shaw,  Cody 
Shaw,  Charles  Mock  and  Matthew 
Luensmann 

High  Individual:  Chad  Souza  of  Hanford,  California 


Classroom  teaching  comes  alive  as  students  demonstrate  their  skills  in  a 
broad  range  of  agricultural  industries,  including  floriculture . 

Nursery  And  Landscape 

Sponsored  by  American  Nursery  &  Landscape  Association , 
Arvesta  Corporation,  Bayer  Environmental  Science,  Kubota 
Tractor  Corporation 

Winning  Team:  Bear  Creek,  North  Carolina — Stephen 
Cockman,  Mitchell  Dowdy,  Beth  Hart 
and  Justin  Shaw 

High  Individual:  Mitchell  Dowdy  of  Bear  Creek,  North 
Carolina 

Parliamentary  Procedure 

Sponsored  by  Syngenta  Crop  Protection 

Winning  Team:     Grass  Valley,  California — Jennifer  Arnall, 
Robert  Harris,  Kevin  Bell,  David  Tritel, 
Carl  Payne  and  Dust  in  Spence 

Poultry  Evaluation 

Sponsored  by  Adisseo  and  Tyson  Foods,  Inc. 

Winning  Team:     Lake  Butler,  Florida — Stefanie  Lynch, 

Brittney  Parrish,  Kerri  Gnann  and  Megan 
Giebeig 

High  Individual:  Brandon  Kopp  of  Pearcy,  Arkansas 

Prepared  Public  Speaking 

Sponsored  by  FMC  Corporation,  Agricultural  Products  Group 

National  Winner:  Rachael  Lynn  Klamer  of  Munford, 
Tennessee 
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National  Officer  Candidates 


National  Officer  Candidates  reception  sponsoted  by  Agri  Business  Group,  Inc.  as  a  special  proj- 
ect of  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 
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The  talents  of  4 1  national  officer  candidates  shone  through 
during  intense  interviews ,  small  group  situations  and  a  written 
exam.  Only  six  would  be  elected  to  the  2002-2003  team,  but 
each  displayed  the  making  of  a  true  leader. 

Forty-one  national  officer  candidates  arrived  in 
Louisville  on  Sunday  and  anxiously  began  the  selec- 
tion process.  These  individuals  completed  a  written 
exam,  writing  ability  evaluation  and  six  interviews. 
A  group  of  nine  official  FFA  delegates,  known  as 
the  nominating  committee,  evaluated  the  candi- 
dates. 

The  excitement  grew  during  Saturday's  tenth  gen- 
eral session  as  the  41  candidates  were  narrowed 
down  to  the  final  six  national  FFA  officers.  Two 
individuals  were  selected  to  serve  as  president  and 
secretary,  while  four  members  were  selected  to  rep- 
resent each  region  as  vice  presidents. 

During  their  yearlong  term,  each  national  officer 
will  take  a  leave  of  absence  from  university  studies 
to  represent  FFA  and  agricultural  education.  The 
officers  will  spend  more  than  300  days  traveling 
over  100,000  miles  around  the  nation  and  abroad, 
meeting  with  business  and  industry  professionals, 
speaking  at  state  conventions  and  conducting  lead- 
ership conferences.  The  team  will  also  serve  on  the 
National  FFA  Board  of  Directors. 


Alabama:  Thomas  Hall,  Isabella 

Arizona:  Melinda  Peterson, Willcox 

Arkansas:  Renee  Durham,  Prairie  Grove 

California:  Tim  Hammerich,  Santa  Rosa-Elsie  Allen 

Colorado:  Megan  Baker,  SoRoCo 

Connecticut:  Heidi  Stearns,  Storrs  Regional 

Florida:  Amanda  Thomas,  Lake  Butler  Senior 

Georgia:  Joel  McKie,  Wilcox  County 

Hawaii:  Melvin  Jadulang,  Kealakehe 

Idaho:  Clint  Stevenson,  Meridian 

Illinois:  Sarah  Swenson,  Newark 

Indiana:  Tanya  Hadley,  Woodlan 

Kansas:  J.J.  Jones,  Atwood 

Kentucky:  Brandon  Davis,  Green  County 

Maine:  Michael  Ireland  II,  Easton 

Maryland:  Laura  Kramer,  Harford  Tech 

Michigan:  Kendra  Butters,  Homer 

Minnesota:  Mark  Jewell,  Long  Prairie 

Mississippi:  Patrick  Black,  Weir 

Missouri:  Crystal  Mathews,  Carthage 

Montana:  Dane  Dugan,  Stevensville 

Nebraska:  Andrew  Osten,  Lakeview 

Nevada:  Andrea  Pans,  Ruby  Mountain 

New  Mexico:  Codi  Montes,  Capitan 

New  Jersey:  Greg  Babbitt,  Newton 

New  York:  David  Bader,  Greenville 

North  Dakota:  Jason  Suydam,  Garrison 

Ohio:  Julie  Tyson,  Hillsdale 

Oklahoma:  James  Roller,  Clinton 

Oregon:  Darcy  Vial,  Newberg 

Pennsylvania:  Sherisa  Brammer,  Cumberland  Valley 

Puerto  Rico:  Javier  Moreno,  S.U.  Antonia  Serrano 

South  Carolina:  Franklin  Davis,  Britton's  Neck 

South  Dakota:  Brian  Cooper,  Garretson 

Tennessee:  Kimberly  Newsom,  Dyersburg 

Texas:  Dustin  Clark,  Waxahachie 

Utah:  Terry  Diston,  North  Summit 

Virginia:  Todd  Sadler,  Caroline 

Washington:  Justin  Leighton,  Franklin  Pierce 

Wisconsin:  Rebekah  Marshall,  Kickapoo 

Wyoming:  Seth  Heinert,  Devils  Tower 
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National  FFA  Band 


Sponsored  by  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 


Arizona:  Grant  Smith,  Chino 
Valley 

California:  Jaci  Luxon, 
Livingston 

Colorado:  Nathan  Phelps, 
Peeti;  Brandie  Steward,  Walsh 

Connecticut:  Elyse  Ludwig, 
Woodbury 

Iowa:  Lee  Beck,  La  Porte- 
Dysart;  Ashley  Berkler, 
Rockwell  City-Lytton;  Angelita 
Escher,  Murray;  Kortney 
Granzow,  Eldora  New 
Providence;  Christopher  Grey, 
Lakeside;  Erena  Jensen,  St. 
Ansgar;  Mindy  Koch,  Benton 
Community;  Carina  Meeker, 
Central  City;  Kaylin  Schuetz, 
Sheldon 

Illinois:  Christina  Barrows, 
Minooka;  Savannah  Boren, 
Paris;  Aaron  Bush,  LJnity; 
Natalie  Coers,  Hartsburg- 
Emden;  Sarah  Hills,  Tri-Point; 
David  Meier,  Orion;  Jeffrey 
Potthoff,  Williamsville;  Suzanne 
Wear,  Unity/Mendon;  Karla 
Wilkinson,  Stark  County 

Kentucky:  Lisa  Alder, 
Christian  County;  Stephanie 
Fraley,  Montgomery 

Louisiana:  Keagon  Darby, 
North  West  High 

Maryland:  Jamie  Shifflett, 
Frederick 

Maine:  Christopher  Pesut, 
Washburn 

Michigan:  Daniel  Fleetwood, 
Benzie  Central;  Cristen 
Ondersma,  Capac 

Minnesota:  Tonya  Eichner, 
Westbrook- Walnut  Grove; 
Amber  Hazel,  Lanesboro;  Jenna 
Portner,  GFW  Pioneer  Express; 
Kelli  Pulford,  Perham;  Timothy 
Rehborg,  Owatonna 

Missouri:  Heather  Barry,  Eldon; 
Landon  Callahan,  Westran; 
Lindsay  Grotjan,  Keytesville; 
James  Hawkins,  Schuyler;  Jacob 
Kallash,  Bowling  Green;  Scott 
Ray,  Paris;  Sterling  Sutton, 
Smithville;  Lynelle  Brimmer, 
Broadus;  Cassie  Keogh, 
Stillwater  Valley;  Tyson  Reiter, 
Huntley  Project 


Nebraska:  Bradley  Cheney, 
Palmyra;  Sarah  Hoffman, 
Bayard;  Sara  Hottovy,  Freeman; 
Lacey  Hovey,  Seward;  Troy 
Lund,  Hemingt'ord;  Timothy 
Nieveen,  Freeman;  Micki  Paris, 
Hemingford;  Matthew  Schulze, 
Norfolk 

New  Hampshire:  Elizabeth 
Howard,  Dover 

Ohio:  Dustin  Bower,  Canal 
Winchester;  Kelly  Litzenberg, 
Kenton;  Krista  McCormick, 
Liberty  Union;  Jared  Moon, 
Miami  Trace;  Justin  Nau, 
Caldwell;  Sarah  Paullin, 
Hillsdale;  Sarah  Schroeder, 
Leipsic;  Kelly  Trimmer,  Liberty 
Union 

Oklahoma:  Nathan  Helvey, 
Lexington;  Sara  Smallwood, 
Clayton;  Coty  Smith, 
Lexington 

Oregon:  Sarah  Roth,  Scio 

South  Dakota:  Katie  McGuire, 
Colman-Egan 

Texas:  Ashley  Boehnke, 
Hempstead;  Lauren  Gillespie, 
Liberty  Hill;  Lance 
Hausenfluck,  Bryant;  Jacob 
McClintock,  Coronado; 
Kathryn  Mueller,  Calallen;  Jams 
Peacock,  Seymour 

Washington:  Linda  Bailey, 
Elma;  Justin  Garrison, 
Cathlamet;  Julie  Zirkle, 
Eatonville 

Wisconsin:  Nicholas  Allen, 
Prairie  Farm;  Karen  Brasda, 
Osseo-Fairchild;  Aaron 
Burkhalter,  Evansville;  Melissa 
Dorner,  Luxemburg-Cosco; 
Melissa  Hahn,  DeForest; 
Christina  Huth,  Johnson  Creek; 
Angela  Kringle,  Barron;  Brian 
Preder,  Weyauwega-Fremont; 
Adam  Stiemke,  DeForest;  Dana 
Tackes,  Stratford;  Eliza  Ulness, 
Valders;  Karen  Wolf,  Slinger 

Wyoming:  Hanson  Jordan, 
Devils  Tower;  Marcus  Neiman, 
Devils  Tower 


For  years  the  National  FFA  Band  has  filled  the 
convention  hall  with  a  wealth  of  music.  At  this 
year's  convention  92  members  representing  25  states 
gathered  in  Louisville  several  days  prior  to  the 
opening  session  to  begin  practicing.  Their  impres- 
sive talents  were  featured  on  Friday's  National  FFA 
Band  and  Chorus  Concert,  as  well  as  during  sessions 
and  the  career  show  opening.  Songs  included  a  sci- 
ence fiction  tune  featuring  exerpts  from  Star  Trek 
and  Star  Wars. 

In  order  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  national  band, 
members  must  submit  an  application  and  audition 
tape,  as  well  as  receive  approval  from  their  state 
FFA  supervisor.  If  a  state  has  an  FFA  band,  the  state 
band  director  will  select  the  top  10  to  15  musicians 
as  candidates  for  consideration. 


North  Dakota:  Ji 

Berthold 


Peterson, 


The  precision  of  the  drum  line 
was  remarkable  considering 
members  gathered  just  days 
before  the  start  of  convention  to 
practice . 


The  National  FFA  Band 
energized  members  and  guests 
during  convention  sessions, 
lunch  functions  and  various 
events  in  and  around  KFEC. 
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National  FFA  Chorus 


Sponsored  by  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 

The  National  FFA  Chorus  shared  their  talents 
with  all  convention  attendees.  Arriving  Saturday, 
98  talented  FFA  members  from  23  states  came 
together  to  begin  rehearsals.  After  numerous  prac- 
tices, the  chorus  showcased  its  talents  at  the 
National  FFA  Band  and  Chorus  Concert,  as  well  as 
at  various  sessions  and  meal  functions.  Songs  per- 
formed ranged  from  "We  are  the  World"  to  "Eye  of 
the  Tiger." 

In  order  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  National  FFA 
Chorus,  members  must  submit  an  application  and 
audition  tape,  as  well  as  receive  an  approval  from 
their  state  FFA  supervisor.  Selection  is  based  on 
voice  quality,  correct  ratio  of  males/females  and  a 
balanced  numbers  of  soprano,  alto,  tenor  and  bass 
voices. 


The  National  FFA  Chorus  performed  an  old  favorite,  "I'm  in  Love  with  a  Boy  of 
the  FFA , "  to  the  delight  of  convention  attendees . 


Arizona:  Alan  Kartchner,  St. 
David 

California:  Carlos  Adame, 
Firehaugh;  Alejandro  Gomez, 
Yucaipa  Jr;  California  Alyssa 
Thornton,  Golden  West;  Shane 
Tinker,  Kelseyville;  Colorado: 
Loretta  Meier,  Peetz 

Connecticut:  Jennifer  Planz, 
Woodhury;  Karina  Whitaker, 
Ledyard  Regional 

Delaware:  Timothy  Osgood, 
Polytech 

Iowa:  Mark  Boender,  Sheldon 
Golden  Corn;  Chazse  Goddard, 
DeWitt  Central;  Heidi  Parsons, 
Fairfield;  Christopher  Ulferts, 
Anamosa;  Joshua  Waller, 
Manson  Northwest  Wehster 

Illinois:  Timothy  Basham, 
Central  Clifton;  Jessica 
Eickhoff,  Nokomis;  Danielle 
Harvey,  Blue  Ridge;  Audrey 
Shoemaker,  Tuscola;  Charles 
Snyder,  Barry;  Timothy  Spoor, 
Blue  Ridge;  Diana  Trantham, 
Camp  Point  Centtal 

Indiana:  Rachel  Rea, 
Scottshurg;  William  Vidal, 
Adams  Central 

Kansas:  Melissa  Bell,  Sedan; 
Jared  Fish,  Hillsboro;  Kurt 
Krupp,  Ellsworth;  Dawn 
McAmoil,  Hill  City 

Michigan:  Kristi  Mynhiet, 
Bronson;  Kristine  Boen,  Pelican 
Rapids;  Stephanie  Schmidt, 
Montgomery-Lonsdale;  Andrew 
Walker,  Princeton 

Missouri:  Katrina  Calhoon, 
Gallatin;  Mariah  Gibson, 
Gallatin;  David  Hutchison, 
Vienna;  Jessica  King,  Gallatin; 
Zachariah  King,  Worth  County; 
Whitney  Mudd,  Monroe  City; 
Rachel  Peery,  Gallatin;  Meagan 
Perry,  Bowling  Green;  Kristian 
Richison,  Gainesville;  William 
Sundwall,  Skyline;  Katie 
Voelker,  Perryville 

Montana:  Darin  Stanley, 
Conrad;  Wyn  Walker,  Richey; 
Heather  Whitmer,  Richey 

North  Dakota:  Elizabeth 
Redding,  Velva 

Nebraska:  Amber  Koch, 
Hartington;  Drew  Marty, 
Lakeview;  Rebecca  Miller, 
Bayard;  Sapphire  Munford,  Falls 
City;  Shane  Potter,  Raymond 
Central;  Ashlee  Poulas,  Logan 


View;  Megan  Schultz,  Wisner- 
Pilger;  Tanya  Tvrdy,  Waverly 

Ohio:  Joshua  Davidson, 
Lynchburg-Clay;  Lindsay 
Dennis,  Preble  Shawnee;  Darren 
Wagner,  Colonel  Crawford; 
Lindsay  Walton,  Mohawk 

Oklahoma:  Marcy  Hill,  Elgin; 
Scott  Lewis,  Cushing;  Myles 
Simpson,  Thomas-Fay-Custer; 
Joshua  Trent,  Elk  City 

Oregon:  Javan  Inget,  Eagle 
Point;  Marcy  Smaha,  Glide 

South  Dakota:  Nicole 
Goodrich,  Centerville 

Texas:  Amanda  Blisard,  Elgin; 
Rachel  Bonner,  Sinton;  Kashlee 
Boutwell,  Clint;  Allison 
Buchanan,  Minetal  Wells; 
Christopher  Casey,  Hallsville; 
Fancy  Dillard,  Hallsville; 
Rebecca  Elliott,  Grapeland; 
John  Galanis,  West;  Brittany 
Glazner,  Grapeland;  Christina 
Jacks,  Kirbyville;  Hugh  Leland, 
Lovelady;  Megan  Montelongo, 
Clear  Brook;  Jacob  Muller, 
Bryan;  Lacey  Nixon,  Uvalde; 
Kimberly  Pachall,  Kirbyville; 
Elizabeth  Patsley,  Snyder;  Randi 
Roanhaus,  Henrietta;  Ida 
Winsauer,  Dayton 

Washington:  Datren  Larsen, 
North  Kitsap;  Katie  Munro, 
Waterville 

Wisconsin:  Jonathan  Edington, 
Johnson  Creek;  Jason  Gillett, 
Barron;  Haylee  Hall,  Shell 
Lake;  Amber  Harker, 
Shullsburg;  Dusty  Lochner, 
Lodi;  Tracy  Mueller,  Cochrane- 
Fountain  City;  LeeAnn  Nolte, 
Winneconne;  Courtney  Pease, 
Pittsville;  Elizabeth  Porior, 
Oconto  Falls;  Heidi 
Schlapbach,  Albany;  Ryan 
Stanek,  Oilman 

Wyoming:  Jacob  Gantz,  Devils 
Tower 


22 


National  ffa  Talent 


Talented  FFA  members 
from  across  the  country 
strutted  their  stuff  at  the 
talent  show  on  Thursday 
night.  Performances 
included  everything  from 
vocal  solos  to  intricate 
dances  and  anything  in 
between! 


Alabama:  Deann  Bass,  Enterprise;  Deana  Berry,  Red  Bay;  Lee  Berry, 
Red  Bay;  J.B.  Buck,  Enterprise;  Derek  Cole,  Red  Bay;  Jerome 
Cunningham,  Tallassee;  Jared  Dailey,  Montevallo;  Hillary  Davis, 
Enterprise;  Devin  Dotson,  Red  Bay;  Josh  Elliott,  Enterprise;  Robert 
Foy,  Enterprise;  Tyler  Hall,  Montevallo;  Brent  Hudgens,  Enterprise; 
Maria  Humphries,  Red  Bay;  Katie  James,  Red  Bay;  William  James, 
Red  Bay;  Alesha  Jerrel,  Enterprise;  Stephen  Johnston,  Montevallo; 
Henry  Kent,  Tallassee;  Jonathon  Mangino,  Red  Bay;  Patrick 
McCollum,  Red  Bay;  Tyler  Mills,  Enterprise;  Gretchen  Nagel, 
Enterprise;  Robert  Peppers,  Tallassee;  Daniel  Taylor,  Enterprise; 
Nicholas  Warren,  Tallassee;  Barry  Wiginton,  Tallassee;  Sam 
Yaronczyk,  Enterprise; 

Arkansas:  Heather  Replogle,  Prairie  Grove 

California:  David  Pilcher,  Caruthers  Union 

Colorado:  Misty  Cecil,  Arickaree 

Idaho:  Cory  Edwards,  Kuna;  Destinie  Roberts,  Kendnck;  Thoren 
Spearow,  Kuna 

Iowa:  Amanda  Achenbach,  Rockford;  Elizabeth  Campbell, 
Rockford;  Tarah  Engelhardt,  Rockford;  Jennifer  Paulus,  Rockford; 
Maggie  Rooney,  Rockford;  Nicole  Shook,  Rockford;  Ashley  Smith, 
Rockford;  Stephanie  Staudt,  Rockford;  Brittney  Wenzel,  Rockford 

Illinois:  Lindsay  Morrissey,  Princeville;  Nicole  Owens, 
Southwestern;  Erin  Pigg,  Bushnell-PC 

Indiana:  Kathenne  Beste,  Mount  Vernon 

Michigan:  Jennifer  Quinn,  Springport;  Scott  Thompson,  Blissfield; 
Kylee  Zdunic,  Corunna 

Minnesota:  Rose  Brady,  Cedar  Mountain;  Andrew  Larsen,  Cedar 
Mountain;  Wesley  Maurer,  Cedar  Mountain;  Ben  Rieke,  Cedar 
Mountain;  Ben  Sandman,  Cedar  Mountain;  Joseph  Tews,  Cedar 
Mountain;  Darren  Tighe,  Cedar  Mountain 

Mississipp:  Neeley  Bryant,  South  Panola;  Cassidy  Jumper,  Pine 
Grove;  John  Kennedy,  Pine  Grove;  Heath  Pannell,  Pine  Grove; 
Johnathan  Turner,  Pine  Grove; 


Sponsored  hy  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 

Who  knew  there  were  stars  in  the  making  at  the 
75th  National  FFA  Convention?  Members  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  talent  show  on  Thursday  night 
proved  this  was  certainly  true.  Amazing  vocals, 
vibrant  dance  routines,  and  good,  down-home 
country  music  got  the  audience  tapping  their  feet 
and  clapping  their  hands.  The  talents  on  display 
were  as  diverse  as  the  FFA  membership.  From  the 
percussion  performance  by  Montana  and  Minnesota 
members  to  a  Blues  Brothers  rendition  and  a  touch- 
ing song  about  friends,  it  was  evident  that  in  the 
midst  of  the  excitement  about  national  convention, 
these  members  truly  earned  their  chance  to  shine. 
As  much  as  the  audience  enjoyed  listening  to  and 
watching  these  gifted  FFA  members,  the  performers 
had  just  as  much,  if  not  more,  fun.  "It  was  so  excit- 
ing, just  unexplainable  in  words,"  said  Douglas 
McCormick  of  the  McBee  FFA  Chapter  in  South 
Carolina  as  he  spoke  of  his  opportunity  to  perform  a 
song  he  had  written  about  FFA.  Needless  to  say,  tal- 
ents abounded  at  convention  and  everyone  attend- 
ing appreciated  the  performances.  FFA  talent  could 
also  be  seen  during  sessions,  in  the  shopping  mall 
and  at  various  events  around  convention. 


Missouri:  Danielle  Albertson,  Eldon;  Jason  Comer,  Eldon;  Mary 
Pendergrass,  Bakersfield 

Montana:  Danette  Deichmann,  Hobson 

Nebraska:  Gretchen  Bergquist,  Platte  Valley  Academy;  Michaela 
Hoffman,  Bayard;  Kyle  Perry,  Kimball 

New  Mexico:  Carrie  Rucker,  Texico 

North  Carolina:  Joshua  Davenport,  Plymouth 

Ohio:  Amanda  Hamilton,  Ridgedale;  Jeremy  Hupman,  Greenville 

Oklahoma:  Micah  Huey,  Elgin;  Jennica  Kinney,  Mooreland;  Brandi 
Morris,  Taloga;  Micah  Perry,  Elk  City;  Anna  Trissell,  Elk  City 

Pennsylvania:  Tristyn  Cook,  Chambersburg 

Puerto  Rico:  Denilsa  Arroya,  S.U.  Manuel  Mendia  Moret;  Betzaida 
Brito,  S.U.  Manuel  Mendia  Moret;  Kareni  Collazo,  S.U.  Manuel 
Mendia  Moret;  Idalys  Hernandez,  S.U.  Manuel  Mendia  Moret; 
Neidy  Pagan,  S.U.  Manuel  Mendia  Moret;  Maria  Rivera,  S.U. 
Manuel  Mendia  Moret 

South  Carolina:  Steve  McCormick,  McBee;  Rachel  McLeod, 
McBee 

Utah:  Shayla  Osborn,  Dixie 

Washington:  Dusty  Bolyard,  Almira/Coulee-Hartline/Odessa;  Adam 
Libsack,  Almira/Coulee-Hartline/Odessa;  Clayton  Vicker, 
Almira/Coulee-Hartline/Odessa 

Wisconsin:  Kodey  Feiner,  Sun  Prairie;  Lukas  Hallmark,  Sun  Prairie; 
Thomas  Kazmerzak,  Sun  Prairie;  Sheena  Krebs, Black  Hawk;  Jim 
Kvalheim,  Sun  Prairie;  Mike  Kvalheim,  Sun  Prairie;  Paul  St.  Louis, 
Sun  Prairie;  Harley  Tessman,  Randolph  Cambris-Friesland 

Wyoming:  Tommy  Jahn,  Clear  Creek 
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Proficiency  Awards 
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The  agricultural  education 
program  has  three  integral 
components:  classroom 
instruction,  FFA  and  super- 
vised agricultural  experience 
program  (SAE).  SAEs  allow 
students  to  apply  knowledge 
gained  in  the  classroom  and 
through  FFA  to  real  world 
experiences. 

Students  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  be  recognized  for 
effort  and  involvement  in 
their  respective  SAEs 
through  proficiency  awards. 
Members  may  apply  as  place- 
ment or  entrepreneur  for  any 
one  of  the  49  award  areas. 

A  total  of  1,373  applica- 
tions were  received  this  year 
from  the  52  associations, 
representing  all  50  states, 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin 
Islands.  During  Friday's  sixth 
general  session  the  final  four 
in  each  area  was  narrowed 
down  to  the  national  winner 
amid  applause  and  cheering 
friends  and  family. 

AGRICULTURAL 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Sponsored  by  Farm  Progress 
Companies,  Inc.;  R.R.  Donnelley 
&  Sons  Company;  Trone 
Advertising 
Colorado:  Jill  Ulrich 
Missouri:  James  E.  McNary 
Nebraska:  Wrex  William  Phipps 
Wisconsin:  Gary  Phillip  Holler 

AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANICS  DESIGN 
AND  FABRICATION 

Sponsored  by  Hobart  Welders ; 
DaimlerChrysler  Corporation 
Fund 

Arizona:  Weston  Michael 
Missouri:  Samuel  Bounds 
Oklahoma:  Ian  Welge 
Wisconsin:  Bradley  John 
Kaderly 


AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANICS  ENERGY 
SYSTEMS 

Sponsored  by  New  Holland  North 

America 

Qeorgia:  Kristopher  Wallace 

Pope 
Illinois:  Bernard  Joseph  May 
Kansas:  Derrick  Fagg 
Virginia:  Wesley  Joe  Brown 

AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANICS  REPAIR 
AND  MAINTENANCE 

Sponsored  by  CARQUEST 
Corporation,  CARQUEST 
Filters/CARQUEST  Gaskets 
Kentucky:  Chad  Benham 
Minnesota:  Rick  Kuntz 
Ohio:  Adam  Donald  Balthaser 
Wisconsin:  Travis  Q.  Viyic 

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING 

Sponsored  by  Archer  Daniels 
Midland  Company;  Torbitt  & 
Castleman  Company;  Fielder's 
Choice;  CHS  Cooperatives 
Georgia:  Westley  David  Williams 
North  Carolina:  Daniel  S. 

Westhrook 
Texas:  Andrew  Derington 
Wisconsin:  Jerimiah  Johnson 


AGRICULTURAL  SALES  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  Chevy  Trucks; 

GMAC 

Qeorgia:  Wesley  Belcher 

Illinois:  Scott  Dryer 

Oklahoma:  Trent  Christensen 

South  Dakota:  Adam  Prunty 

AGRICULTURAL  SALES  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Tractor  Supply 
Company ;  Vigortone  Ag 
Products;  The  Goodyear  Tire  & 
Rubber  Company 
California:  Kallie  Donnelly 
North  Carolina:  Ben  Watts 
Tennessee:  Tracey  Stark 
Wisconsin:  Michelle  L. 
Backhaus 

AGRICULTURAL 
SERVICES 

Sponsored  by  Chevy  Trucks;  New 
Holland  North  America;  GMAC 
California:  Tyler  S.  Blagg 
Colorado:  Brad  Cook 
Indiana:  Mark  Haseley 
Washington:  Remie  R.  Murray 


BEEF  PRODUCTION  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  Nasco 
Division/Nasco  International , 
Inc.;  Schering-Plough  Animal 
Health 

Indiana:  Renee  Deatsman 
Minnesota:  Miles  Justin  Kuschel 
South  Dakota:  Michael  Gottloh 
Texas:  Kade  Risinger 

BEEF  PRODUCTION  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Fort  Dodge  Animal 
Health;  ContiBeef  LLC; 
Pharmacia  Animal  Health;  Texas 
Cattle  Feeders  Association 
Kentucky:  Bradley  M.  Warren 
Montana:  Mark  Patterson 
Oklahoma:  Michael  Didier 
Wisconsin:  Michael  P.  Boettcher 

DAIRY  PRODUCTION  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  DeLaval  Inc. ; 
Pharmacia  Animal  Health 
Idaho:  Greg  Johnson 
Minnesota:  Trent  A.  Olson 
Missouri:  Cindy  Wilson 
South  Dakota:  Aaron  Beisch 


Proficiencies  are  sponsored  as  a  special  project  of  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 
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Proficiency  Awards 


DAIRY  PRODUCTION  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Monsanto,  Animal 
Agricultural  Group 
Iowa:  Jonna  Worden 
Missouri:  Crystal  Renee  Hays 
Ohio:  Nathan  Rausch 
South  Dakota:  Kristin  Kuhl 

DIVERSIFIED 

AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  PotashCorp 
California:  Garrett  Pedretti 
Florida:  Tavis  Lamar  Douglass 
Oklahoma:  Rachel  K.  Bobbitt 
Wisconsin:  Garrett  A. 
Holewinski 

DIVERSIFIED  CROP 
PRODUCTION  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  CHS  Cooperatives 
Iowa:  Kipp  A.  Fehr 
Minnesota:  Corey  B.  Olson 
Tennessee:  Matt  Underwood 
Wisconsin:  Seth  Randall  Broker 

DIVERSIFIED  CROP 
PRODUCTION  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  National  Crop 
Insurance  Services;  Ram  and  Hail 
LLC;  American  Farm  Bureau 
Insurance  Services,  Inc. 
Florida:  Tommy  Taylor 
Kansas:  Brett  Ray  Reiss 
Minnesota:  Bntt  R.  Wegner 
Missouri:  Chad  Harrison  Jellum 

DIVERSIFIED 
HORTICULTURE  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  Farmland  Insurance 
Nationwide  Agribusiness; 
Nationwide  Foundation 
Kansas:  Matt  Novak 
Maine:  Jesse  D.  Theriault 
North  Carolina:  Tim  White 
Tennessee:  Melissa  Burniston 


DIVERSIFIED 
HORTICULTURE  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Bayer  Environmen- 
tal Science;  Arvesta  Corporation; 
American  Floral  Endowment 
California:  Kevin  Pharis 
Kentucky:  Nathan  Whelan 
South  Dakota:  Josh  Hehn 
Wisconsin:  Ben  Polzin 

DIVERSIFIED 
LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTION  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  ContiBeef  LLC; 

Internet,  Inc.;  Tractor  Supply 

Company 

Colorado:  Kendal  W.  Bauman 

Georgia:  Ryan  C.  House 

Illinois:  Brittany  Marcoot 

Kansas:  Chase  Bontrager 

DIVERSIFIED 
LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTION  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Premium  Standard 
Farms;  Agri  Beef  Company; 
Zareba  Systems 
Missouri:  Ronda  Reed 
Oklahoma:  Daniel  Mosburg 
Utah:  Anna  Marie  McMillan 
Wisconsin:  Susan  Carlene  Orth 

EMERGING 

AGRICULTURAL 

TECHNOLOGY 

Sponsored  by  Caterpillar,  Inc. 
California:  Lauren  Corkins 
Indiana:  David  Ryan  McQown 
Kansas:  Megan  M.  Rolf 
Minnesota:  Shanlee  Gronli 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE  AND 
NATURAL  RESOURCES 

Sponsored  by  IMC  Global,  Inc.; 
Carolina  Biological  Supply 
Company 

Montana:  Zachary  Sarrazin 
New  Mexico:  Gabriel  Varelas 
Oklahoma:  Chance  Simpson 
Wisconsin:  Eric  X.  Tarman- 
Ramcheck 


EQUINE  SCIENCE  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  Purina  Mills  Inc; 
Red  Brand  Non-Climb  House 
Fence/Made  by  Keystone  Steel 
and  Wire  Company;  American 
Paint  Horse  Association 
California:  Heather  Fultz 
Montana:  Travis  Young 
North  Carolina:  Paula  Broome 
Wisconsin:  Damon  Stichert 

EQUINE  SCIENCE  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Tractor  Supply 

Company 

Missouri:  Scott  Hill 

South  Dakota:  Katie  Tornberg 

Texas:  Cliff  Beights 

Utah:  Robert  Asay 

FIBER  AND  OIL  CROP 
PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Syngenta  Seeds , 
Inc.;  United  Soybean  Board 
Georgia:  Joel  McKie 
Kansas:  Jesse  Joseph  Koch 
Minnesota:  Joseph  Timothy 

Schieffert 
Wisconsin:  James  Pagel 

FLORICULTURE 

Sponsored  by  Home  Depot,  Inc. 
Nebraska:  DeeDee  M.  Yosten 
Tennessee:  Joseph  Couch 
Texas:  Cassie  Callaway 
Utah:  Tanya  Selman 


FOOD  SCIENCE  AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

Sponsored  by  H.J.  Heinz 
Company;  Seneca  Foods 
Corporation;  CHS  Cooperatives 
Georgia:  John  C.  Hickman  III 
Kentucky:  Nathan  Wise 
Oregon:  Rachel  Brown 
Wisconsin:  Joshua  Heiman 

FORAGE  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Gehl  Company; 
Syngenta  Seeds,  Inc. 
Kansas:  Bryan  Wilson 
Kentucky:  Adam  Probst 
Nebraska:  Gerad  Brichacek 
South  Dakota:  Chris  Plamp 

FOREST 

MANAGEMENT  AND 
PRODUCTS 

Sponsored  by  DaimlerChrysler 
Corporation  Fund;  Timberjack,  a 
John  Deere  Company;  Smurfit- 
Stone  Container  Corporation 
Georgia:  Brian  Jay  Hulsey 
Kansas:  Aaron  Strunk 
Ohio:  Justin  Armintrout 
Oklahoma:  Levi  Estes 

FRUIT  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  DuPont  Company 
California:  Pedro  Trinidad 
Indiana:  Tristand  Tucker 
Missouri:  Alesa  Ann  Raasch 
Utah:  Dave  McMnllin 
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GRAIN  PRODUCTION 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  Pioneer  Hi-Bred 
International,  Inc. 
Montana:  Cooper  Martin 
Nebraska:  Nate  Johnson 
Ohio:  Nicholas  A.  Arnold 
Oklahoma:  Ruth  I.  Bobbin 

GRAIN  PRODUCTION 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Pioneer  Hi-Bred 
International,  Inc. 
California:  Jordan  Parsons 
Nebraska:  Christopher  Marsh 
Oklahoma:  Trey  Christensen 
Washington:  Adam  Berglund 


HOME  AND/OR 

COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

Sponsored  by  Carhartt,  Inc. 
Colorado:  Trevor  Kalous 
Indiana:  Melvin  Gideon 
North  Carolina:  Joshua  Miller 
Utah:  Wade  Briggs 

LANDSCAPE 
MANAGEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Bayer  Corporation, 
Environmental  Science 
Connecticut:  Theodore  Holly 
Minnesota:  Matthew  Crowe 
Tennessee:  Justin  Keith  Lovelace 
Virginia:  Brad  Litton 


NURSERY  OPERATIONS 

Sponsored  by  DaimlerChrysler 
Corporation  Fund;  John  Deere 
Arizona:  Kristen  Leigh  Foster 
California:  Lauren  Derry 
Georgia:  William  Crane  Ross  II 
Indiana:  Matt  C.  Voshell 

OUTDOOR 
RECREATION 

Sponsored  by  Chevy  Trucks; 

Cabela's,  Inc.;  National  FFA 

Foundation 

California:  Richard  William 

Francis 
Florida:  T.  Tyler  Stoutamire 
Minnesota:  Nathan  L.  Mayer 
Utah:  Tiffany  Clegg 


POULTRY 
PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Wd^ne  Farms  LLC; 

United  Soybean  Board;  Chore-Time 

Equipment  Division  of  CTB 

Incorporated 

Florida:  Amanda  Elizabeth 

Thomas 
Qeorgia:  Qarren  Hall 
Kentucky:  Christina  M.  Hager 
Wisconsin:  Lee  Pronschinske 

SHEEP  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  LA-CO  All 
Weather  Paintstik  Markers; 
National  FFA  Foundation 
Illinois:  Adrianne  Ostrom 
Montana:  Guthrie  Oiestad 
Nebraska:  Farris  C.  Williams 
Nevada:  Aimee  Hoskin 

SMALL  ANIMAL 
PRODUCTION  AND 
CARE- 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  Novartis  Animal 
Health  US,  Inc. 
Iowa:  Justin  Wilkinson 
Kansas:  Micca  Sullivan 
Michigan:  Todd  Eugene  Wolff 
Missouri:  Kevin  Rugen 

SMALL  ANIMAL 
PRODUCTION  AND 
CARE  -  PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  lams 

New  Mexico:  Micah  Lea 

Purcella 
Ohio:  Jennifer  Lambros 
Oklahoma:  Terra  D.  Miller 
Wisconsin:  Gina  Krogwold 

SPECIALTY  ANIMAL 
PRODUCTION  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  National  FFA 

Foundation 

Iowa:  Joshua  Lester  Merrill 

South  Dakota:  Jennifer  Tiggelaar 

Utah:  Jenna  Keyes 

Wisconsin:  Mark  Jakubek 
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SPECIALTY  ANIMAL 
PRODUCTION  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  National  FFA 

Foundation 

California:  Josh  Blair 

Florida:  Jorge  Michael  Guevara 

Oklahoma:  Kelli  Herhel 

Wisconsin:  Marc  Wiersma 

SPECIALTY  CROP 
PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  BASF;  Cerexagri 
Idaho:  Reid  David  Bowen 
Missouri:  Jamie  Matthew 

Bennett 
Nebraska:  Katie  Lee  Schmidt 
Wisconsin:  Mike  Boss 

SWINE  PRODUCTION 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  Pfizer  Animal 

Health 

Colorado:  Brad  Samber 

Iowa:  Drew  Sponheim 

Kansas:  Cody  Schwartz 

Oklahoma:  Jacob  Farquhar 


SWINE  PRODUCTION  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Phibro  Animal 
Health;  Akey,  Inc. 
Indiana:  Adam  Joseph  Raper 
Oklahoma:  Jarrod  Burton 
Texas:  Juan  Andres  Qonzales 
Wisconsin:  Candy  Eibergen 

TURF  GRASS 
MANAGEMENT  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  The  Scotts 
Company 

Indiana:  Dustin  Hufty 
Kentucky:  Bill  T.  Clark 
Missouri:  Seth  Seedorf 
North  Carolina:  Dan  Curtis 
Honeycu  tt  Jr. 

TURF  GRASS 
MANAGEMENT  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Bayer  Corporation , 
Environmental  Science 
Indiana:  Robert  Davis 
Kansas:  Joey  McNaul 
Kentucky:  Lance  Filiatreau 
Ohio:  Bruce  Fricke 


VEGETABLE 
PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Briggs  &  Stratum 
Corporation  Foundation,  Inc. 
Colorado:  Benton  J.  Hendrix 
Minnesota:  Joseph  Dimler 
Ohio:  Lori  Sayre 
Wisconsin:  Daniel  C.  Vredeveld 

WILDLIFE 
PRODUCTION  AND 
MANAGEMENT  - 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Sponsored  by  Bass  Pro  Shops, 
Inc.;  National  FFA  Foundation 
Georgia:  Justin  S.  Brown 
Oklahoma:  Jason  K.  Nielsen 
Tennessee:  Ryan  Edward  Moore 
Wisconsin:  Brent  J.  Hohmann 

WILDLIFE 
PRODUCTION  AND 
MANAGEMENT  - 
PLACEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Cabela's,  Inc.; 
Rocky  Mountain  Elk  Foundation; 
National  Rifle  Association  of 
America;  National  FFA 
Foundation 

California:  Joe  Luis  Ah>es  Jr. 
Kentucky:  Perry  Richardson 
North  Carolina:  Matthew 

Williams 
Oklahoma:  Cody  Gillham 
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Sponsored  by  BASF  Corporation  Case  IH;  Farm  Credit  System 
Foundation;  and  Pioneer  Hi-Bred  International  Inc.  as  a  special 
project  of  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 

This  year  2,556  members  from  across  the  nation  received 
their  American  FFA  Degree.  This  is  the  highest  award  that  a 
member  can  achieve  through  FFA.  Each  year,  less  than  one- 
half  of  one  percent  of  members  earn  the  prestigious  degree. 
Prior  to  receiving  it,  members  must  earn  the  greenhand, 
chapter  and  state  degrees. 

To  achieve  this  great  honor,  members  must  also  meet  cer- 
tain requirements  within  their  FFA  career.  Members  will 
have  graduated  at  least  one  year  prior  to  receiving  the 
degree  and  possess  a  C  average.  Students  should  have  devel- 
oped an  outstanding  supervised  agricultural  experience 
(SAE)  program,  meeting  specific  program  guidelines.  In 
addition,  students  should  have  completed  an  equivalent  of 
three  years  of  agricultural  education  and  display  outstanding 
leadership  abilities. 

For  many,  this  recognition  marks  the  final  chapter  of  FFA 
involvement,  leaving  them  with  many  valuable  experiences 
and  fond  memories. 


Alabama:  Gavin  J.  Adams,  Douglas; 
Lee  Hollis  Blanton,  Fort  Payne;  Abby 
Dewberry,  Lineville;  Justin  Duane 
Godwin,  Rehobeth;  Thomas  Hall, 
Isabella;  Edd  Willingham,  Beulah 

Alaska:  Amy  Lynn  Kenley,  Palmer 

Arizona:  Amy  Badger,  Mingus  Union; 
Philip  Bashaw,  Safford;  Stephanie 
Cheek,  Mingus  Union;  Kelli  England, 
Safford;  Jason  Erickson,  Peoria;  Brian 
Fitterer,  Chino  Valley;  Bryan  Geiger, 
Peoria;  John  Gibson,  Mayer;  Joshua 
Gless,  Red  Mountain;  Holly 
Goodman,  Gilbert;  Katy  Joan  Groseta, 
Mingus  Union;  Jessica  Jones,  Red 
Mountain;  Colton  Kempton,  Safford; 
Ashley  Kirchner,  Kofa;  Chemin 
Nichole  Labarda,  Mingus  Union; 
Amanda  Marie  Leister,  Buckeye; 
Joanna  Dawn  Liem,  Gilbert;  Dusti 
LeeAnn  Morris,  Arizona  Agribusiness 
and  Equine  Center  -  South  Mountain; 
Kevin  Morgan  Norris,  Peoria;  Brent 
Salazar,  Peoria;  Roy  Siegfried,  Chino 
Valley;  Skyler  Stewart,  Gilbert;  Glenn 
Chase  Waldron,  Payson;  Christine 
Lynn  Webster,  Tolleson;  Melanie 
Young,  Chino  Valley;  Sara  Young, 
Gilbert 

Arkansas:  Sarah  C.  Arthur, 
Springdale;  Ben  P.  Bray,  Valley 
Springs;  Royce  L.  Callahan,  Rural 
Special;  Natalie  Raye  Cooper,  Searcy; 
Travis  L.  Dover,  Mountain  Home; 
Steven  K.  Graham,  Valley  Springs; 
Kyle  Alan  Jones,  Siloam  Springs; 
Emily  Susan  Ott,  Flippin;  Jeff  Pratt, 
Melbourne;  Kathy  Rhein,  Mountain 


Home;  Jimmie  Lincoln  Tucker.ll,  Lake- 
Hamilton;  Kristyn  Woodrow,  Cabot 

California:  Patrick  James 
Abercrombie,  Kerman;  Karissa  Adams, 
Dixon;  Chrystle  Alberta,  Tollhouse- 
Sierra;  Jeff  Alves,  Gait;  Joe  Alves,  Jr., 
Los  Banos;  Kenny  Anderson,  Sanger; 
Melisa  Augusto,  Lemoore;  Robin  E. 
Bailey,  Turlock;  Ryan  Baker,  Corcoran; 
Manuel  Bare,  Hilmar;  Freeman  Olan 
Barsotti,  Esparto;  Mandi  Bartleson, 
Fortuna;  Amber  Batey,  Fresno- 
Central;  Ara  Bedrosian,  Fowler; 
Shawn  Bega,  McFarland;  Amy 
Belcher,  Riverside-La  Sierra;  Adrian 
Bello,  Petaluma;  Kasey  Bigelow, 
Tollhouse-Sierra;  Teddie  Bolt,  Lake 
Isabella-Kern  Valley;  William  J.  Boos, 
Sanger;  Pamela  Booth,  Phelan- 
Serrano;  Mark  Braun,  Lemoore; 
Michelle  Kristen  Brough,  Sanger;  Seth 
Brown,  Tulare  Union;  Lucas  A. 
Browning,  Grass  Valley-Bear  River; 
Tim  Cain,  Arbuckle-Pierce;  Crystal 
Campbell,  Lompoc;  Brandon  Carney, 
Corcoran;  Nicole  Castle,  Porterville; 
Adriana  Cave,  Visalia-Golden  West; 
Jennifer  Champion,  Sanger;  Lacy 
Chapman,  McArthur-Fall  River;  Cole 
Chastain,  Dixon;  Robyn  S.  Christian, 
Santa  Ynez;  Jared  Clark,  McFarland; 
Jodi  Nichole  Cloutier,  Bloomington; 
Chris  Coolidge,  Fowler;  Noah  Corp, 
Weaverville-Trinity;  Kevin  Costa, 
Lemoore;  Holly  Courtney,  Grass 
Valley-Nevada  Union;  William 
Jackson  Creighton,  Lake  Isabella-Kern 
Valley;  Matthew  West  Crow, 
Newman-Orestimba;  Ryan  Crow, 


Newman-Orestimba;  Tessa  Curti, 
Tulare  Western;  Ryan  Dahl,  Coalinga; 
Ramon  De  La  Cruz,  Mira  Loma-Jurupa 
Valley;  Christina  Deam,  Gait;  Caleb 
DeFreitas,  Caruthers;  Patricia 
DelValle,  Sacramento-Florin;  Eddy 
Deniz,  Petaluma;  Michael  DePaoli, 
Porterville-Monache;  Lauren  Derry, 
Riverside-La  Sierra;  Olivia  Catherine 
Dias,  Selma;  Jenna  Marie  Dibble, 
Petaluma;  Shannah  Elise  Dieckmann, 
Livermore;  Julie  Dill,  Chowchilla; 


Gragnani,  Kerman;  Joe  Green, 
Arbuckle-Pierce;  Nathaniel  Green, 
Bakersfield;  Maria  Alicia  Gutierrez, 
Delano;  Adam  N.  Hagans,  Fresno- 
Central;  Jamie  Harding,  Fowler; 
Carlee  Harris,  Lake  Isabella-Kern 
Valley;  Jesse  Harris,  Lake  Isabella- 
Kern  Valley;  La  Vonne  Gail  Hawkins, 
Ramona;  Jamie  Danielle  Renee 
Haynes,  Woodlake;  Jennifer  Lee 
Haynes,  Campbell-Westmont;  Mike 
Herlihy,  Lakeside-El  Capitan;  Andrew 


Carlos  Dominguez,  Corcoran;  Kallie 
Donnelly,  Elk  Grove;  Michael  Doyle, 
Dixon;  Matthew  Dutra,  Hanford; 
David  Eldridge,  Dixon;  Lynnette 
Eldridge,  Dixon;  Colt  Ellis,  Corcoran; 
Jason  Erickson,  Madera;  Katie 
Etchebehere,  Lemoore;  Matthew 
Evangelo,  Hanford;  Jacob  Eyraud, 
Bakersfield-Stockdale;  Robert  Fallert, 
Porterville-Monache;  Justin  Felts, 
Apple  Valley;  Ryan  Ferguson, 
Lemoore;  Brittany  Fickett,  Firebaugh; 
Angelina  Finch,  Santa  Rosa;  Justin 
Freeman,  Holtville;  Heather  Fultz, 
Ripon;  Christina  Deonna  Gallegos, 
Vista;  Dan  Gambonini,  Petaluma; 
Willie  Gibson,  Fresno-Pershing; 
Ashley  Gomes,  Gustine;  Eric 
Gonsalves,  Hilmar;  Bobby  Gonzales, 
Caruthers;  Sandra  Govea, 
Sacramento-Florin;  Layci  R. 


Jacobsen,  Tollhouse-Sierra;  Nicole 
Jantz,  Livingston;  Steven  Jenkins, 
Riverside-La  Sierra;  Matthew  Jimenez, 
Corcoran;  Heather  Allee  Johnson, 
Beyer-Modesto;  Nathan  Johnson, 
Sanger;  Amanda  Jones,  Selma;  Jodie 
Jones,  Cedarville-Surprise  Valley; 
Miranda  Jones,  Coalinga;  Curtis  Jue, 
Jr.,  Lemoore;  Rochelle  Kendrick, 
Foothill;  Garrett  Kennedy,  Lake 
Isabella-Kern  Valley;  Mary  Kerr, 
Poway;  Tim  Kinyon,  Grass  Valley- 
Nevada  Union;  Jordan  Kohler,  Grass 
Valley-Nevada  Union;  Lacey 
Kolvoord,  Dixon;  Carrie  Krogh, 
Escondido;  Samantha  Kuhnel,  Visalia- 
Golden  West;  Melissa  M.  Land, 
Hilmar;  Melissa  Lapham,  Riverside-La 
Sierra;  Samantha  Laro,  Visalia-Golden 
West;  Steven  Lee,  Laton;  Morgan  Leff, 
Riverside-La  Sierra;  Karl  Lehman, 
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Fresno-Central;  Sandra  Leon, 
Gonzales;  James  Leonardo,  Laton;  Jay 
M.  Lindley,  Corcoran;  Jess  Lindo, 
Gustine;  Bryan  Lopes,  Tulare  Union; 
Chris  Martin,  Coalinga;  Jana  Martin, 
Sanger;  Michael  Cody  Martin, 
Coalinga;  Lori  Lynn  McPeters, 
Madera;  Eric  Mehciz,  Bakersfield; 
Maria  Melgoza,  Delano;  Desiree 
Mendonca,  Gustine;  Adam 
Mendonza,  Modesto;  Joseph  Meneses, 
Tulare  Western;  Aimee  Miguel, 
Chico;  Samantha  Mitchell, 
Woodland;  Megan  Moody,  Visalia- 
Mount  Whitney;  Jonathan  E.  Moon, 
Fresno-Central;  Everett  Mord,  Hilmar; 
Brandi  Morris,  Redwood-Visalia; 
Justin  Morrison,  Tollhouse-Sierra; 
Ricky  Mueller,  Porterville;  Amanda 
Mullion,  La  Habra-Sonora;  Mathew 
Nash,  Selma;  Christina  Neel, 
Bakersfield;  Clint  Neely,  Susanville- 
Lassen;  Mike  Newton,  Lemoore;  Ahe 
Ochoa,  Colusa;  Robert  Owen, 
Porterville;  Ashley  Marie  Parker- 
Baganz,  Elk  Grove;  Jennifer  Pearson, 
Delano;  Garrett  William  Pedretti,  Dos 
Palos;  Laura  Penfold,  Apple  Valley; 
Rafael  Perla,  Lemoore;  Cameron  J. 
Petretti,  Mariposa;  Eva  Pimentel, 
Lemoore;  Kyle  Plaskett,  Shandon; 
Melissa  Luann  Plum,  Woodlake; 
Gabriel  Ponce,  Santa  Maria;  Abbey 
Porter,  Hanford;  Nicholas  Wayne 
Powell,  Weaverville-Trinity;  Randee 
Prada,  Turlock;  Diane  Prescott, 
Porterville;  Kyle  Prosperi,  Madera; 
Michelle  Quillin,  Tulare  Union; 
Rodrigo  Ramirez,  Delano;  Bryan  Ray, 
Porterville;  Amanda  Reed,  Clovis; 
Andy  Reed,  Lake  Isabella-Kern  Valley; 
Jana  Regambal,  Riverside-La  Sierra; 
Buck  Reynon,  Elk  Grove;  Peter  M. 
Rietkerk,  Corcoran;  Anthony 
Rodriguez,  Firebaugh;  Donald  J.  Roe, 
Lemoore;  Becky  Roland,  Lakeside-El 
Capitan;  Amanda  Lenore  Roper,  Mira 
Loma-Jurupa  Valley;  Ken  Lynn  Rose, 
Gustine;  Ryen  Rourke,  Hayfork;  Ken 
R.  Ruiz,  Clovis;  James  Saldivar, 
Fresno-Pershing;  Michael  James 
Schaubschlager,  Clovis;  Jennifer 
Schlitz,  Porterville;  Josh  Schmidt, 
Sanger;  Tracy  Kay  Schohr,  Gridley; 
Gerrit  James  Schoonhoven, 
Chowchilla;  Robin  Schroeder, 
Shandon;  Heather  Leanne  Seaward, 
Kingshurg;  Justin  Segna,  Hilmar;  Brian 
Sellman,  North  High-Bakersfield; 
Steven  Shamp,  Kerman;  Tamra 
Sharon,  Pine  Valley-Mountain 
Empire;  James  Silva,  Lodi  *1; 
Nicholas  Silva,  Dorris-Butte  Valley; 
Shannon  Silva,  Patterson;  Margaret 
Simas,  Lemoore;  Marica  Simonson, 
Hughson;  Rebecca  Sisneros,  Soledad; 


Ruben  Soliz,  Rosamond;  Jodi  Stegall, 
Colusa;  Mark  Stephens,  Oakhurst- 
Yosemite;  Christina  Anne  Story, 
Fairfield-Armijo;  Taylor  Sutterfield, 
Riverside-La  Sierra;  Amy  Michele 
Thomsen,  Woodland;  J  D  Triffon, 
Sanger;  James  Trigueiro,  Lemoore; 
Pedro  Trinidad,  Laton;  April  Trujillo, 
Riverside-La  Sierra;  Michelle  R. 
Upton,  Woodland;  Jacob  Viau, 
Sanger;  Jenna  Villacana,  Tehachapi; 
Dean  Paul  Vlazakis,  Redwood-Visalia; 
Amanda  Wallace,  Salinas-North 
Salinas;  Benjamin  Ward,  Coining; 
Ashley  Lynette  Waters,  Fortuna; 
Matthew  Watkins,  Porterville- 
Monache;  Lindsey  Webb,  Elk  Grove; 
Joshua  Weber,  Mira  Loma-Jurupa 
Valley;  Jacob  Wenger,  Modesto; 
Steven  White,  Burney;  Wyatt  Wicks, 
Shandon;  Sarah  Wiggins,  Lake 
Isabella-Kern  Valley;  Jessica  Wight, 
Mariposa;  Karla  Wilcox,  Porterville; 
Jessica  Willhoite,  Sanger;  Kate  A. 
Williamson,  Clovis;  Ashley  Wilson, 
Quartz  Hill;  Michael  Wise,  Mariposa; 
Kimberly  Witten,  Lake  Isabella-Kern 
Valley;  Sara  Wixom,  Morro  Bay; 
Amber  Nicole  Wood,  Susanville- 
Lassen;  Matt  Woods,  Chowchilla; 
Valerie  Workman,  Santa  Rosa  -  Elsie 
Allen;  Heather  York,  Hanford; 
Jennifer  Victoria  Zeigler,  Ramona; 
Shaun  Zimmer,  Chowchilla;  Tiffany 
Zunlgen,  Chowchlilla 

Colorado:  Bobby  Anderson,  Valley; 
Layne  Atwater,  Woodlin;  Megan  D. 
Baker,  SoRoCo;  Justin  Beard, 
Springfield;  Kyle  Beauchamp,  Las 
Animas;  Conrad  Bostron,  Brush; 
Alisha  Cardinelli,  McClave;  Jason  K. 
Cody,  Alamosa;  Audra  Cook,  Fort 
Lupton;  Jeremy  Cramer,  Pritchett; 
Kasey  Crumley,  Akron;  Zach  Curtis, 
Eaton;  Robert  D.  Dix,  Lone  Star;  Jyll 
Fassler,  Lone  Star;  Ceri  Flower,  Custer 
County;  Amanda  J.  Flowers, 
Montrose;  Shane  Goss,  Fort  Lupton; 
Jimmy  Handy,  Custer  County;  Meggan 
Hathaway,  Greeley  West;  Brandon  T. 
Hatter,  Montrose;  Garrett 
Hendrickson,  Grover;  Tiffany  Jenean 
Henrickson,  Valley;  Ron  Hora,  Jr., 
Eaton;  Elizabeth  Hymer,  Eaton; 
Gabriel  Jenkins,  Valley;  Lacey  Jones, 
North  Park;  Tyler  L.  Knott,  SoRoCo; 
Catherine  Kolbet,  Montrose;  Heidi 
Korrey,  Caliche;  Amanda  Rae  Lemley, 
Cheyenne  Wells;  Kaki  Little,  Weld 
Central;  Kiera  Dawn  Mast,  Platte 
Valley;  Tanya  Kay  Paintin,  Burlington; 
Jessica  Peterson,  Eaton;  Brett 
Pettinger,  Springfield;  Ryan  James 
Phillips,  Eads;  Jennie  Quint,  Akron; 
Charise  Rivale,  Holly;  Heath 
Roundtree,  Yuma;  Randall  Rumsey, 


Valley;  Brad  Samber,  Stetling; 
Corinne  Schaefer,  Fort  Lupton;  Darcie 
Schmidt,  Valley;  Melissa  Schmunk, 
Eaton;  Chris  Shannon,  Valley; 
Rebecca  Jo  Smith,  Grover;  Ty 
Staudinger,  Eaton;  Justin  Tedford,  Fort 
Lupton;  Jill  Ulrich,  Eaton;  Nathan 
Weathers,  Yuma;  Troy  Michael 
Weiand,  Cheyenne  Wells 

Connecticut:  Jessica  Marie  Blythe, 
Suttield  Regional;  Michael  Burns, 
Storrs  Regional;  Suzanne  Grace 
Clinton,  Ledyard  Regional;  Lauren 
Hastings,  Suffield  Regional;  Alden  P. 
Page,  Lyman  Hall;  Carina  Lyn  Roselli, 
Lyman  Hall;  Fred  Scoville,  Housatonic 
Valley;  Scott  David  Sieputowski, 
Lyman  Hall;  Julie  Anne  Simmons, 
Suffield  Regional;  Tadhg  Stein, 
Trumbull  Regional 

Delaware:  Jeff  A.  Bartsch,  Jr.,  Smyrna; 
Steve  Breeding,  Woodbridge;  Keely 
Dulin,  Caesar  Rodney;  Deanna 
Dunning,  Smyrna;  Mark  Elliott, 
Smyrna;  Heather  Elizabeth  Pearson, 
Smyrna 

Florida:  Leslie  Kathleen  Ambrose, 
North  Marion;  Jennifer  N.  Amole, 
Umatilla  Senior;  Kenneth  Mark 
Boatright,  Jr.,  Columbia  Senior; 
Robert  Capote,  Miami  Senior;  Sandra 
C.  Carpenter,  Riverview;  Lindsey  B. 
Clancy,  Lake  Butlet  Senior;  John 
David  Curls,  Suwannee  Senior;  Kelli 
Lynn  Dasher,  Suwannee  Senior;  Jason 
Randall  Everett,  Sneads;  Nicole 
Geiger,  Sarasota  Vo-Ag;  Jared  David 


Langford,  Trenton  Senior;  Joy  Victoria 
Long,  Dunnellon;  Chad  McMillan, 
South  Lake  Senior;  Shelly  DeAnne 
Monroe,  Suwannee  Senior;  William 
Travis  Page,  Madison  County;  Ryan 
Lindsey  Rimmer,  Lake  Gibson  Senior; 
Aaron  Roberts,  Lake  Region;  Emanuel 
Santillana,  Miami;  Josh  Smith, 
Madison  County;  Amanda  Elizabeth 
Thomas,  Lake  Butler  Senior; 
Samantha  Welden,  Sarasota  Vo-Ag; 
Carrie  Lee  Westcott,  Bradford  Senior; 
Knsten  Wood,  Miami;  Kevin  Wtight, 
Suwannee  Senior 

Georgia:  Lacey  Bender,  Lowndes; 
Cade  J.  Bennett,  Swainsboro;  Lyle  R. 
Brackin,  Seminole  County;  John 
Bramblett,  Jefferson  City;  Rodney 
Bryan,  Jr.,  Miller  County;  Amy 
Leanne  Calhoun,  Central  of  Carroll; 
Stephanie  Carter,  Cook;  Justin  Alex 
Davenport,  Gilmet  County;  Rob  Gay, 
Jeff  Davis;  Jonathan  Mark  Gibson, 
Gilmer  County;  Miranda  Greeson, 
Cook;  Charlie  Harrell,  Jeff  Davis; 
Jarod  P.  Harris,  Central  of  Carroll; 
Otis  Calvin  Hitchcock,  Toombs 
County;  Clint  Earl  Holcombe,  South 
Effingham;  Emily  Howard,  Morgan 
County;  Steven  Clayton  Johnson, 
Emanuel  County  Institute;  Michael 
Lee  Joyner,  Effingham  County;  Ben 
Kennedy,  Tattnall  County;  Richard 
Chadwick  Little,  Miller  County; 
Matthew  Allyn  McCutcheon,  North 
Hall;  Joel  Lee  McKie,  Wilcox  County; 
William  Rahn  Milligan,  Toombs 
County;  Jody  Snipes,  Jeff  Davis;  James 


Gore,  Trenton  Senior;  Kindra 
Harrington,  West  Orange;  Kellie 
Hendricks,  Lake  Butler  Senior;  Carla 
Nicole  Hurst,  Lafayette;  Jed  Jackson, 
Suwannee  Senior;  Lisbeth  Jankuhn, 
South  Lake  Senior;  David  B.  Jones, 
Columbia  Senior;  Earl  E.  Jones,  Jr., 
Trenton  Senior;  Lindsey  Adrienne 
Land,  Suwannee  Senior;  Myles  Terrell 


Watson,  Berrien  County;  Nancy 
Elizabeth  Webb,  Morgan  County; 
Ryan  Weigand,  Treutlen  County; 
Jamie  Whiter,  Jeff  Davis;  Trent 
Woodcock,  Jeff  Davis;  Ashton 
Zittrouer,  Effingham  County 

Hawaii:  Melvin  Abadilla  Jadulang 
Kealakehe 
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Idaho:  Clint  Attebery,  Fruitland;  Ryn 
H.  Beck,  Burley;  Shannon  M.  Bevan, 
Snake  River;  Matthew  Bingham, 
Minico;  Cassie  L.  Bishop,  Vallivue; 
Brandon  B.  Bowen,  Burley;  Eric 
Bruhaker,  Castleford;  Douglas  Drew 
Dickerson,  Weiser;  Tony  Geidl,  Troy; 
Ryan  Gerulf,  Payette;  John  Jacob 
Gochnour,  Burley;  Adam  Hales, 
Snake  River;  Karense  Sheri  Hart, 
Rigby;  Jenny  Hassakis,  Meridian; 
Amber  House,  Cambridge;  Andy 
Kirkendall,  Payette;  Nicki  Langley, 
Fruitland;  Angeana  Little,  Sugar- 
Salem;  Daniel  McBnde,  Burley; 
Robert  Allen  Newey,  Richfield;  Josie 
O.  Noah,  Cambridge;  Kira  Ann  Paine, 
Vallivue;  Adam  Papineau,  Cambridge; 
Cody  Dennis  Park,  Ririe;  Kayla 
Schwenkfelder,  Cambridge;  Lacey 
Skidmore,  Malad;  Ashley  Smith, 
Fruitland;  Clint  Stevenson,  Meridian; 
The  Late  Stephanie  May  Taylor,  Filer; 
Rajena  Twitchell,  West  Jefferson;  Troy 
Vandenbark,  Troy;  Jill  M.  Wiseman, 
Catleford;  Robert  Leland  Withers, 
Fruitland 

Illinois:  Leon  Martin  Adams,  Mount 
Vernon;  Sean  M.  Arians,  Metamora; 
Mark  R.  Baum,  Valmeyer;  Craig 
Bauman,  Nokomis;  Jeremy  Berger, 
West  Richland;  Andrew  W.  Birchen, 
Pearl  City;  Valerie  Buttry,  Seneca;  Joe 
Cebuhar,  Canton;  Jeffery  Clifton, 
Crescent-Iroquois;  Susan  Cordes, 
Carrollton;  Shawna  Kay  Cowman, 
Olney;  Phil  Dare,  Canton;  Carly  Dau, 
Serena;  Kenneth  E.  Dau,  Serena; 
I  Vn.  1  M  hi  in  I  Vi  in,  R.mti  »ul,  (  .mi 
Delligatti,  Canton;  Colleen  Mane 
Dickinson,  Amboy;  Jesse  Faber, 
Mendota;  Sharon  Glaenzer,  Waterloo; 
Josh  Heeren,  Eastland;  Samantha 
Heiken,  Waterloo;  Kevin  J. 
Heimerdinger,  Pearl  City;  Brian  Hicks, 
Monticello;  Brett  Hurliman,  Cissna 
Park;  Joseph  Klein,  Monticello;  Kevin 
F.  Knapp,  Midland;  Jay  Forrest  Kocher, 
Midland;  Jeffrey  James  Landers, 
Serena;  Aaron  Lower,  Eastland; 
Jeremy  Marquardt,  Waterloo;  John 
Dale  Mayhew,  Aledo;  Kim  McNiel, 
Valmeyer;  Maggie  L.  Meyer,  Hillsboro; 
Aaron  Wesley  Miller,  Colchester; 
Daniel  John  Miller,  Farmington; 
Daniel  Loren  Miller,  Colchester;  Blake 
Moffett,  Windsor;  Gregory  James 
Niewold,  Paxton-Buckley-Loda; 
Jaleigh  O'Brien,  Olney;  Christopher 
Wayne  Oesch,  West  Richland;  Derek 
Peter,  Liberty;  Shawn  Platz,  Tri-Point; 
Kasey  Pruemer,  Shelbyville;  Matt 
Quattlander,  Nokomis;  Courtney 
Reiling,  Galva;  Jerrod  Rister, 
Eldorado;  Patrick  Roach,  Sycamore; 
Lora  Ruppert,  Nokomis;  Kyle  Ryan, 


Taylorville;  Nathan  Schnettgoecke, 
Carrollton;  Curtis  C.  Schnitz,  Serena; 
Jay  Scholl,  Tri-Valley;  Ron  Snodgrass, 
Oregon;  Scott  Sorrows,  Du  Quoin; 
Sara  E.  Spinazola,  Serena;  Robert 
Stadel,  Midland;  Sarah  Swenson, 
Newark;  Trenton  Toftoy,  Newark; 
Michael  Urish,  Pearl  City;  Clinton 
Vaughan,  Serena;  Sarah  E.  Virgin, 
Bluffs;  Jarrod  Waldeck,  Lincolnwood; 
Kelsea  Dawn  Walker,  Cisne;  Jared 
West,  Nokomis;  Kate  Wrage, 
Hartsburg-Emden;  Amanda  Zelasko, 
Pinckneyville 

Indiana:  Richard  Applegate, 
Manchester;  Russell  Atkinson, 
Shenandoah;  Justin  Becker, 
Shenandoah;  Mark  Bense,  Hope; 
Kelly  Renee  Berning,  Heritage; 
Melissa  Gail  Berning,  Heritage;  A. 
Lucas  Bowman,  Hagerstown;  Aaron 
Brames,  Forest  Park;  Cody  Bruns, 
Union  City;  Jared  Clark  Bryan,  South 
Adams;  Brett  Butler,  Rossville;  Ryan 
Carter,  Clinton  Central;  Jason  Bradley 
Clapp,  Riverton  Park;  Brian  Anthony 
Clark,  Hagerstown;  Stefanie  Marie 
Cox,  Benton  Central;  Caleb  Crum, 
Rossville;  Ryan  Deford,  Rossville; 
Matt  Delong,  Eastbrook;  Bill  Denning, 
Mount  Vernon;  Alex  Dilger,  Heritage 
Hills;  Victoria  L.  Dixon,  South 
Decatur;  Adam  Duane  Duff,  Delphi; 
Amir  M.  Faghih,  Carroll  at  Fort 
Wayne;  Lynn  M.  Fischer,  Attica; 
Andy  Fosnaugh,  South  Adams;  Sarah 
Alison  French,  Bellmont;  David  Lee 
Fromme,  Heritage  Hills;  Jacob  A. 
Giles,  Heritage  Hills;  Tanya  Jean 
Hadley,  Woodlan;  Tony  Hall, 
Ri  iss\  ille;  Lukas  Robert  I  li  4c  omb, 
Hagerstown;  Clayton  A.  Homann, 
Southmont;  Travis  Hostetler, 
Westview;  Regina  Leora  Hunt, 
Hagerstown;  Jamie  Lewis  Johnson, 
Prosser;  Elizabeth  Ann  Leckrone, 
Manchester;  Kelly  Kay  Lester, 


Hagerstown;  David  W.  Luke,  South 
Ripley;  Jason  Masters,  Shenandoah; 
Megan  Leigh  McMichael,  Scottsburg; 
Travis  McSherley,  Shenandoah; 
Daniel  L.  Miller,  Hagerstown;  Jessica 
Ryan  Miller,  Western  Boone;  Ross 
Miller,  Clinton  Central;  Nathan 
Mitchell,  Hagerstown;  Justin  William 
Moneyheter,  Warsaw;  Jason 
Morehouse,  Fairfield;  Jeremy 
Mosbaugh,  Southmont;  Adam  Peters, 
Brownstown  Central;  Dustin  Phillips, 
Clinton  Central;  Joshua  W  Raugh, 
South  Adams;  Ben  Rediger,  South 
Adams;  Christa  Rentchler,  Warrick 
County;  Sarah  Richey,  Scottsburg; 
Jason  Michael  Roll,  Northeastern 
Wayne;  Aaron  Matthew  Royer, 
Southmont;  Arin  Schmitz,  North 
Posey;  Tanner  Schwartz,  Rossville; 
Christopher  Shepard,  Tri-Countyj 
Alonzo  G.  Shoaf,  Hope;  Chad  Skiles, 
Rossville;  Josh  Walters,  East  Noble; 
Annette  Welp,  Forest  Park;  Jacob  D. 
Wilkins,  Oak  Hill;  Christopher  S. 
Witte,  Woodlan 

Iowa:  Heath  Rem  Authier, 
Pleasantville;  Micheal  Baker,  Mount 
Ayr;  Neal  Louis  Beck,  La  Porte-Dysart; 
Dusty  Brown,  Creston;  Carl  Randall 
(  Hark,  Alg.  ma;  Tina  (  'ox,  I  VWiii 
Central;  Laura  Elizabeth  Dierickx, 
North  Scott;  Craig  M.  Dobbins, 
Wilton;  Kimberly  Ann  Etzel, 
Albumen;  Brian  Fager,  Atlantic; 
Jason  Fagle,  Linn-Mar;  Katie  Marie 
Fluth,  Wayne;  Curtis  R.  Frazee,  Red 
Oak;  Lee  Garrity,  DeWitt  Central; 
Michael  P.  Gassman,  Cascade;  Jason 
Gienger,  Gladbrook-Reinheck;  Travis 
Goedken,  Cascade;  Matt  Goldapp, 
Red  Oak;  Autumn  Leigh  Griffieon, 
North  Polk;  Lakisha  M.  Harper,  North 
Fayette;  Tim  P.  Hibma,  Sibley- 
Ocheyedan;  Michael  Edwin  Hosch, 
Cascade;  Eric  Scott  Hunziker, 
Rockwell  City-Lytton;  Chad  Ide, 


Creston;  Franc ine  I.  Jackson,  Creston; 
Candice  Lynn  Johnson,  North  Polk; 
Hilary  Johnson,  Linn-Mar;  Jason 
Johnson,  Tri-Star;  Jay  J.  Jung,  Charles 
City;  Kristine  L.  Keehner,  Tri-Star; 
Todd  Kruse,  DeWitt  Central;  Jason 
Kunz,  DeWitt  Central;  Katie  Lewis, 
Washington;  Robert  G.  Lines,  Charles 
City;  Andrew  McAlexander,  Mount 
Ayr;  Nicole  Michelle  McLees, 
Cascade;  Zach  Mendenhall,  Central 
Trail;  Kyle  Mente,  Tipton;  Jason 
Moff'att,  Akron-Westfield;  Christopher 
E.  Nelson,  Anamosa;  Jeppe  D.  Nelson, 
Audubon;  Lonny  K.  Nimke,  Manson 
Northwest  Webster;  Dustin  Norberg, 
Akron-Westfield;  Justin  L.  Palmer, 
Osceola  Big  Chief;  Brandon  Paulsen, 
Anita;  Chelsea  Peelen,  Sheldon 
Golden  Corn;  Lindsey  M.  Peterson, 
Prairie  Valley;  Justin  Reiter,  Cascade; 
Brooke  Ann  Ritter,  Charles  City; 
Adam  Rowe,  Marengo;  Rob  Rudolphi, 
Wiliamsburg  Hawkeye;  Lindsay  Love 
Schnittjer,  Maquoketa  Valley-Delhi; 
Mitch  Schoening,  DeWitt  Central; 
Abraham  Schwager,  Cascade;  Leah  M. 
Shultz,  Charles  City;  Riley  Smith,  Red 
Oak;  Jared  M.  Stewart,  Oelwein; 
Douglas  Stoll,  Cascade;  Matt  Stoll, 
Cascade;  Leigh  M.  Streit,  Prairie 
Valley;  Jason  A.  Sullivan,  Calamus- 
Wheatland;  Robin  Swanson,  Red 
Oak;  Daryl  Joseph  Theis,  Riceville; 
Julie  Thole,  Starmont;  Jill  Toney, 
Central  Trail;  Lance  Truelsen,  DeWitt 
Central;  Samantha  West,  Akron- 
Westfield;  Jesse  Lee  Wilcox,  Algona; 
D.  Rickey  Willert,  Rockford;  David 
Wilson,  Diamond  Trail;  Brianne 
Yelden,  Starmont 

Kansas:  Andrea  Francine  Ast, 
Wellington;  Nick  Avery,  Chapman; 
Shelly  Barker,  Arkansas  City;  Robyn 
Baumgartner,  Sabetha;  Craig  Brickey, 
Arkansas  City;  Keith  Bryant,  Arkansas 
City;  Michael  Burns,  Jetmore; 
Kimberly  A.  Clark,  Holton;  Kyle  Cott, 
Clay  Center;  Melissa  DeGeer,  Erie; 
Lacey  Kay  Evans,  Quinter;  Lindsey 
Suzanne  George,  Uniontown;  Grant 
Anthony  Groene,  Winfield;  Josh 
Hagenmaier,  Blue  Valley;  Tonya  Lynn 
Harris,  Erie;  Anthony  Dean  Heigert, 
Wabaunsee;  Justin  Hergert,  Leoti; 
Randy  Hiesterman,  Washington; 
Amanda  Hynek,  Marysville;  Walter  J. 
Kinzie,  Labette  County;  Jason  Krafft, 
Phillipsburg;  Michael  Kufahl,  Onaga; 
Bryce  Larson,  Riley  County;  Shawn 
Mclntyre,  Valley  Heights;  Caleb  T. 
McNally,  South  Barber;  Crystal 
Metzinger,  Arkansas  City;  Christopher 
James  Pachta,  Linn;  Brett  D.  Parker, 
Valley  Heights;  Jeremiah  L.  Pence, 
Chaparral;  Charlie  Potts,  Atchison 
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County;  Tim  Pralle,  Marysville;  Joshua 
L.  Regier,  Moundridge-Hesston;  Ryan 
Roth,  Moundridge-Hesston;  Melissa 
Schlodder,  Holton;  Marti  Beth 
Schuette,  Holton;  Micca  Sullivan, 
Caney;  Nathan  Joel  Weiser,  Altoona- 
Midway;  Audrey  E.  Young,  Erie 

Kentucky:  Amanda  K.  Applegate, 
Fleming  County;  Trevor  Lyn  Baker, 
Caldwell  County;  Belinda  Banks, 
Wolfe  County;  Daniel  Scott  Barrett, 
Owsley  County;  Kayla  Bishop,  Owsley 
County;  Matthew  Bland,  Woodford 
County;  Tiffany  Brammell,  East 
Carter;  Amanda  Bunch,  Barren 
County;  Mark  Travis  Byrd,  Owsley 
County;  Andrea  Elizabeth 
Camemschfeltz,  Lincoln  County;  Sara 
Katherine  Carter,  Scott  County;  Brian 
Cecil,  Apollo;  Jonathan  Coomes, 
Apollo;  Lindsay  Brooke  Core,  Mercer 
County;  Lindsey  Susan  Cottrell, 
Central  Hardin;  Shena  Arnold 
Coulter,  Allen  County  Scottsville; 
Bradley  Ryan  Crawford,  Hopkins 
County  Central;  Carla  Creasey, 
Caldwell  County;  Jason  Edward 
Crowe,  Estill  County;  Mark  Wesley 
Curtis,  Caldwell  County;  Jacob  D. 
Davis,  Barren  County;  Harvey  H. 
DeBoe,  Jr,  Caldwell  County;  Matthew 
S.  DeBord,  Owsley  County;  Raymond 
I.  Dodd,  Jr.,  Fulton  County;  Ray  Allen 
Donnell,  Woodford  County;  Kyle 
Daniel  Eagerton,  Fulton  County; 
Andrew  Ford,  Meade  County;  Hannah 
Lee  Goodman,  Fulton  County;  Jesse 
Lee  Gray,  Caldwell  County;  Chadrick 
Ryan  Hall,  Logan  County;  Jordan 
Hawkins,  Franklin  Simpson;  Matt 
Hayden,  Apollo;  Matthew  Henry 
Hayes,  Rockcastle  County;  Shana 
Hensley,  Scott  County;  Darren 
Hodskins,  Apollo;  Jesse  W  Horn, 
Daviess  County;  Brandon  Howard, 
Scott  County;  Joe  Howard,  Daviess 
County;  Rebecca  Jepson,  Franklin- 
Simpson;  Chuck  Jones,  Barren 
County;  Justin  Jones,  Scott  County; 
Erin  Michelle  Jury,  Nelson  County; 
Nikki  King,  Allen  County  Scottsville; 
Dewayne  Michael  Kinner,  Johnson 
Central;  Whitney  Rhea  LeGrand, 
Gallatin  County;  Seth  Clarke  Logan, 
Scott  County;  Daniel  K.  Lynn, 
Washington  County;  Madison 
Thomas  Major,  Fulton  County; 
Lindsay  Brooke  Marshall,  Fleming 
County;  Jason  McGlone,  East  Carter; 
josh  Medlock,  Jackson  County; 
Matthew  David  Meyer,  Adair  County; 
Daniel  Wayne  Miller,  Pulaski  County; 
Julie  Murphy,  Montgomery  County; 
Stephen  Phillips,  Owsley  County; 
Lucy  Prather,  Madison  Southern; 
Jeremy  Rager,  Apollo;  Justin  Neal 


Rasner,  Owsley  County;  Rebecca  D. 
Rassenfoss,  Bourbon  County;  Beau 
Reesor,  Meade  County;  Dustin 
Renfrow,  Ballard  Memorial;  Billy  Joe 
Riley,  Marshall  County;  Aleisha 
Roberts,  Pulaski  County;  Joshua  R. 
Seagraves,  Central  Hardin;  Karol  Ann 
Shirley,  Barren  County;  Daniel  K. 
Simms,  Washington  County;  Joshua 
Smith,  Owsley  County;  Charles 
Morgan  Sorrell,  Nelson  County; 
Rachael  Sturgill,  Owsley  County; 
Amanda  Kay  Swaner,  Caldwell 
County;  Richard  Lee  Tate,  Madison 
Southern;  Emily  Faith  Tilford,  Heath; 
Molly  Louise  Tilford,  Heath;  Clay 
Turner,  Logan  County;  Kenneth  Justin 
Underwood,  McLean  County;  Robert 
Stephen  Walker,  Nelson  County;  Neil 
T  Wayne,  Taylor  County;  Matthew  D. 
Weaver,  Barren  County;  Jennifer 
Grace  Welch,  Jackson  County; 
Andrew  West,  Apollo;  Jacques  A. 
White,  III,  Woodford  County;  R. 
Dustin  White,  Union  County; 
William  "Billy"  Wilcher,  Lincoln 
County;  Amanda  Williams,  Fulton 
County;  Nathan  Williams,  Taylor 
County;  Daniel  Oakley  Wilson, 
Jackson  County;  Trenton  Witt, 
Jackson  County;  Brandon  S. 
Wooldridge,  Logan  County;  Keith 
Allen  Wright,  Calloway  County 

Louisiana:  Joshua  Pope  Adams, 
Ruston;  Kody  Istre,  Midland;  Lorielle 
Lee  Lirette,  Central  Lafourche;  Kristy 
Poche,  East  Ascension;  Adam  James 
Smith,  Fontainebleau;  Kristofor  Clay 
Toups,  Thibodaux 

Maine:  Jeffrey  R.  Blackstone,  Easton; 
Fred  Hendrickson,  PATHS;  Michael 
S.  Ireland,  II,  Easton;  Tiffany 
Lundeen,  Mars  Hill 

Maryland:  Craig  Thomas  Cessna,  Fort 
Hill;  Laura  Marie  Kramer,  Harford 
Technical;  Sarah  Elizabeth  Looney, 
Walkersville;  Erin  Lee  Shank,  Clear 
Spring;  Michael  Spurrier,  Frederick 

Michigan:  Jennifer  Bachman,  Sand 
Creek;  Courtney  Baker,  Lowell; 
Bridget  E.  Baxter,  St.  Louis;  Nikki 
Lauren  Beattie,  St.  Louis;  Regina 
Blough,  Lowell;  James  A.  Bosserd,  II, 
Lowell;  Kathryn  Joann  Brackney,  Sand 
Creek;  Nichol  Braden,  Byron;  Julie 
Braid,  Corunna;  Michael  Edward 
Braid,  Corunna;  Kendra  Butters, 
Homer;  Heather  Canfield,  Diwell; 
Sarah  Diane  Carpenter,  Bronson; 
Ryan  Chapman,  Lapeer  Vo-Tech;  Erin 
K.  Clark,  Sanilac  Career  Center;  Mary 
Lynne  Daniels,  Whittemore-Prescott; 
John  J.  Dill,  St.  Louis;  Dene'  Marie 
Elliott,  Saranac;  Steve  Foglesong, 


Ithaca;  Jillian  Godley,  Bteckenridge; 
Andrew  M.  Gust,  Lenawee  Vo-Tech; 
Jessica  Hammer,  Milan;  Nicholas 
Harrier,  St.  Louis;  Dustin  T  Humm, 
Breckenridge;  Jamie  Lyn  Knoll, 
Allegan  County  Tech  &  Ed.  Center; 
Mallory  Koglin,  Port  Hope;  Kelli  Jo 
Laier,  Ogemaw  Heights;  Jonathan 
Patrick  LaPorte,  Cassopolis;  Elizabeth 
Ann  Lombard,  Montague;  Kristine 
Martz,  Marshall;  Lance  McMunn, 
Sand  Creek;  Melissa  L.  Morris, 
Ogemaw  Heights;  Stacie  Nelson, 
Montague;  Lindsay  Perkins,  Lowell; 
Mandi  Persons,  Olivet;  Aaron 
Plattner,  Lowell;  Heather  Louise 
Posthumus,  Lowell;  Adam  Franklin 
Putney,  Benzie  Central;  Kevin  Rasch, 
Lowell;  Elizabeth  Reeves,  Ithaca;  Ryan 
Roslund,  St.  Louis;  Jennifer  Schmidt, 
Standish  Sterling;  Jason  Smith,  Sand 
Creek;  Lisette  Smith,  Bteckenridge; 
Glenn  Earl  Sterner,  III,  Pewamo- 
Westphailia;  Heather  Lynn  Taylor, 
Corunna;  Kevin  Christopher  Turner, 


Young,  Lowell;  Bill  Zook,  Lowell 

Minnesota:  Russell  Adrian, 
Butterfield-Odin;  William  Aho, 
Menahga;  Anthony  Bakeberg,  Howard 
Lake-Waverly-Winsted;  Richard 
Anthony  Bias,  United  South  Central; 
Nick  Bisek,  Mahnomen;  Ted  Brenny, 
Foley;  Jacqueline  Ann  Bueckers, 
Staples  Motley;  Jessica  Chnstenson, 
Montevideo;  Robert  Cole,  Stillwater; 
Thomas  Cunningham,  Sioux  Valley- 
Round  Lake-Brewster;  Gregory 
Delaney,  Perham;  Barton  Dewey, 
Fergus  Falls;  Joseph  Dimler,  Waconia; 
Aimee  Finley,  St.  Charles;  Melinda  M. 
Fults,  Alexandria;  Trevor  Gottschalk, 
Kimball;  Glen  Groth,  Winona; 
Michael  Holte,  Norman  County  West; 
Peter  Jacobson,  Norman  County  West; 
Sara  Lee  Jepson,  Frazee-Vergus; 
Kirsten  D.  Johnson,  Staples/Motley; 
Elizabeth  Kietzer,  Madelia;  Kristine 
Kinnunen,  Menahga;  Andrew  J.  Klein, 
Kimball;  LeAnn  Koenig,  St.  James; 


Whittemore-Prescott;  Matthew  T. 
Unterbrink,  Corunna;  Helen  Voss, 
Ithaca;  Candace  J.  Watkins,  Camden- 
Frontier;  Monica  E.  Wentz,  Corunna; 
Robert  Lee  West,  Jr.,  Lenawee  Vo- 
Tech;  Rebekah  A.  Weyer,  Lapeer  Vo- 
Tech;  Jennifer  Wisner,  Lowell;  Joseph 
Michael  Wisner,  Lowell;  Todd  Eugene 
Wolff,  Bronson;  Adam  Wood,  Ithaca; 
Kyle  Ward  Wyrick,  Byron;  Jana  Marie 


Rachel  Sarah  Kohlman,  Perham;  Eric 
Paul  Kottschade,  LeRoy-Ostrander; 
Kolby  Kruse,  Staples-Motley;  Craig  La 
Voi,  Mahnomen;  Eryn  B.  Larsen,  Belle 
Plaine;  David  Lee,  Fergus  Falls; 
Nathan  Lien,  Fergus  Falls;  Anthony 
Lorentz,  Howard  Lake-Waverly- 
Winsted;  Patrick  Lorentz,  Howard 
Lake-Waverly-Winsted;  Jessica  M. 
Luhitz,  Perham;  Aaron  Marquette, 
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Buffalo;  David  Mensing,  Blue  Earth 
Area;  Ruth  Ann  Milhrandt,  Blue 
Earth  Area;  Mark  Ohermoller,  Sioux 
Valley-Round  Lake- Brewster;  Tiffany 
A.  Olson,  Howard  Lake-Waverly- 
Winsted;  Kristine  M.  Poirier, 
Montevideo;  Nicholas  Vernon  Pooch, 
Minnewaska  Area;  Stephanie  Popp, 
Sauk  Rapids;  Benjamin  G.  Raasch, 
Goodhue;  Sam  Raser,  Chaska;  Tim  W. 
Rauenhorst,  United  South  Central; 


Missouri:  Sarah  Elaine  Ahhott, 
Walnut  Grove;  Brandon  Abramovitz, 
East  Newton;  Jacob  D.  Agee,  Pleasant 
Hope;  Cory  Aholt,  Glasgow;  Ryan 
Alexander,  Pleasant  Hill;  Robert 
Anderson,  Woodland;  Oscar  Antillon, 
East  Newton;  Eric  Steven  Bader, 
Campbell;  Bryan  Bahrenburg,  Cole 
Camp;  Brooke  Baker,  Centralia;  Lee 
Barnhill,  Charleston  Danforth;  Clay 
Barnhouse,  Bolivar;  Jarred  Basler, 


Gary  Reiter,  Plainview;  Suzanne  Lynn 
Rethemeier,  Perham;  Aaron  Richards, 
Buffalo  Lake-Hector;  Kristal  Lynn 
Schaufler,  LeRoy-Ostrander;  Sarah  Joy 
Schieck,  MacCray-KMS;  Ray 
Schmidt,  Lac  qui  Parle  Valley;  Eric 
Schraeder,  LeRoy-Ostrander;  Jonathan 
Steven  Seifert,  Sleepy  Eye;  Denise  J. 
Sonnek,  United  South  Central; 
Amanda  Stai,  New  London-Spicer; 
Shane  Michael  Steinbrecher,  Elk 
River;  Sonja  Lilly  Stoterau,  Eagle 
Valley;  Joe  Sullivan,  Cedar  Mountain; 
Kann  Michelle  Tesmer,  Fillmore 
Central;  Courtney  Lynne  Turnage, 
Murray  County  Central;  Emily  Joy 
Voss,  Sioux  Valley-Round  Lake- 
Brewster;  Lincoln  D.  Wach,  United 
South  Central;  Guy  D.  Weckwerth, 
United  South  Central;  Britt  R. 
Wegner,  United  South  Central; 
Steven  Mark  Wels,  Nicollet;  Derek  W. 
Widman,  United  South  Central; 
Justin  Wisch,  Sibley  East;  Justin  J. 
Wolfsteller,  Elk  River 

Mississippi:  Casey  Benedict, 
Brooklyn;  Will  Brister,  Lawrence 
County;  Josh  Brock,  Brooklyn;  David 
Busby,  Ackerman;  Richard  Adam 
Courtney,  Brooklyn;  Keith  Ashley 
Eaton,  Brooklyn;  Alfred  J.  LeBoeuf, 
Jr.,  Lawrence  County;  Jonathan 
Moore,  Potts  Camp;  William  Taylor, 
Brooklyn;  Casey  Leanne  Ward, 
Lawrence  County 


Saint  Genevieve;  Ayla  Marie  Basurto, 
Ashland;  Matt  Beach,  North  Shelby; 
Donielle  Beaty,  El  Dorado  Springs; 
Ted  Beauchamp,  Clopton;  Russell 
Goodman  Becker,  Bowling  Green; 
Robbie  Belew,  St.  Clair;  Blake 
Benefiel,  Norbome;  Amanda  Marie 
Bergsieker,  Lex  La  Ray;  Frederick 
Binder,  Green  Ridge;  Marcus  E.  Birk, 
Jackson;  Travis  Boatwright,  Aurora; 
Angela  Fay  Boehler,  Clinton  ATS; 
Jennifer  Boland,  Lexington;  John 
Dorsey  Bolinger,  California;  Kyle 
Booth,  Woodland;  Samuel  D.  Bounds, 
Worth  County;  Timothy  Brake, 
Wellington-Napoleon;  Andrew 
Branstetter,  St.  James;  Megan 
Branstetter,  Van-Far  R-I;  Nathan 
Briscoe,  Holden;  Amanda  Brock,  East 
Newton;  Carmen  N.  Brown,  Ashland; 
Jered  Brown,  Pleasant  Hope;  Sara 
Brown,  Centralia;  Sarah  M.  Brown, 
Mansfield;  Billy  J.  Bruce,  Fair  Play; 
Brandon  R.  Bruce,  Fair  Play;  Sara 
Buck,  Dadeville;  Crystal  Buckner, 
Rolla;  Andy  Burger,  California;  Jacob 
Overton  Cahill,  Vienna;  Brent  Edward 
Callahan,  Westran;  Jennifer  E. 
Carpenter,  Norbome;  David  Wade 
Ceplina,  Houston;  John 
Christopherson,  Santa  Fe;  Erica 
Coble,  Dadeville;  Sherry  Cockrum, 
Lathrop;  Andy  Collins,  Bronaugh; 
Breena  Cook,  Ashland;  David  Lee 
Cook,  California;  Ashley  Corlett, 


Willard;  Marie  Alice  Counts,  Willard; 
Jennifer  Mane  Cowherd,  Higginsville; 
Scott  Crader,  Jackson;  Alan  Cramer, 
Santa  Fe;  Amanda  L.  Crouse,  Nevada; 
Brandy  Cummings,  Hamilton;  Jason 
Cunningham,  Columbia;  Rebecca 
Cunningham,  McDonald  County; 
Whiskey  Curtis,  Clopton;  Rachel 
Daniels,  Stockton;  Dusty  Davidson, 
Holden;  Jake  Davis,  Seneca;  Jason 
Davis,  Warrenton;  Amanda  E. 
DeGraffenreid,  Eldon;  Bryan  Lee 
Deimeke,  Audrain  County  R-VI; 
Alissa  Denney,  Pleasant  Hope;  Elijah 
Dickerson,  Dadeville;  Curt  Dieckman, 
Cole  Camp;  Janette  Dierker,  St.  Clair; 
Johnathan  Dierking,  Santa  Fe;  Kyle 
Patrick  Dignan,  Worth  County; 
Christopher  Dillard,  Carthage,  Trent 
Joseph  Dowell,  Gallatin;  Kristen  L. 
Durham,  Norbome;  Randall  Gene 
Eaton,  Jr.,  Gallatin;  Jordan  A.  Ellis, 
Cassville;  Sandra  Englert,  Hamilton; 
Jeremy  Fenimore,  North  Central 
Career  Center;  Micah  Aaron 
Ferguson,  Trenton;  Laura  Fieth, 
Pleasant  Hope;  Karrie  Lynn  Filer, 
Woodland;  Marie  Findley,  North 
Central  Career  Center;  Christy 
Forkner,  Nevada;  Matthew  A.  Fox, 
Woodland;  Michael  Lloyd  Freeman, 
Sullivan;  Lacy  Friedrich,  Boonville; 
Amanda  Jordan  Garner,  Woodland; 
Jarrad  Gaskill,  Sullivan;  Wesley  Gay, 
Gallatin;  Todd  D.  Gerlt,  Tipton;  Tyler 
W.  Gilkey,  Lakeland;  Hannah 
Glidewell,  Licking;  Jacob  M. 
Granatino,  Smithville;  Lisa  Green, 
California;  Dustin  Trent  Griffin, 
Lebanon;  Tim  Griffon,  Fredericktown; 
Tamika  Groesbeck,  Miller;  Brandon 
Grooms,  Hamilton;  Caleb  Guernsey, 
North  Central  Career  Center; 
Nicholas  L.  Guthery,  Fordland;  Tray 
Hall,  Alton;  Elizabeth  Jo  Hamilton, 
Houston;  Jeremy  R.  Harris,  Hardin 
Central;  Shawn  Harshman,  Clopton; 
Jason  Dean  Hayes,  Pleasant  Hill; 
Justin  Hays,  Campbell;  Jeremy 
Hecktor,  Washingtton;  Jacob  William 
Heimer,  Palmyra;  Chessa  R.  Heirigs, 
Skyline;  Clark  D.  Heman, 
Wellington-Napoleon;  Derek 
Hendrickson,  Bolivar;  Charles  Henke, 
Salisbury;  Mike  Hilkerbaumer,  Union; 
Kiristie  Hill,  Hermann;  Lacy  Dawn 
Hobbs,  McDonald  County;  Eric  John 
Hogan,  Clark  County  R-l;  Autumn 
Michelle  Hohensee,  Monett;  Shannon 
Lee  Holliday,  Russellville;  James  Cody 
Holmes,  Wheaton;  Jennifer  L. 
Holzwarth,  Carthage;  Renea 
Honeycutt,  Couch;  Austin  Huitt, 
Pleasant  Hill;  Brian  Hummel,  Van-Far 
R-I;  Stephanie  R.  Irwin,  Pleasant  Hill; 
Ida  Marie  Jarboe,  Gallatin;  Chad 


Harrison  Jellum,  Lex  La  Ray;  Tiffany 
Nicole  Johannes,  Carthage;  Ashley 
Johnson,  Polo;  Chad  Ashley  Johnson, 
Advance;  Jennifer  M.  Johnson, 
Diamond;  Kyle  Johnson,  Savannah; 
Michele  Junkans,  Eugene;  Bruce 
Kempf,  Boonville;  James  Taylor 
Kipping,  Carrollton  Area  Career 
Center;  Chance  Kleemen,  Miller; 
Matthew  J.  Kohler,  Cass  Career 
Center;  Andrew  Korte,  Russellville; 
Kurt  Korte,  Bowling  Green;  Tyler 
Kramme,  Owensville;  Chris  Lane, 
Richland;  Marcus  L.  Laut, 
Fredericktown;  Andrew  W.  Lawman, 
Ashland;  Zelma  Lee,  Sarcoxie;  Jessica 
Lehenbauer,  North  Callaway;  Abe 
Lewis,  Butler;  Amy  Lewis,  Lebanon; 
Jamie  L.  Lile,  Strafford;  Amanda  Liles, 
Nevada;  Carl  Linnenhringer,  North 
Callaway;  Kelli  Livengood,  North 
Nodaway;  Kimberley  Livingston, 
Miller;  Autumn  Brooke  Lockard, 
Clopton;  Brent  Lovell,  Clopton;  Brad 
Luke,  Stanberry;  Kelci  MacLaughlin, 
Clopton;  Marcus  Madewell,  Aurora; 
Dale  Markt,  South  Holt;  Benjamin  L. 
Marshall,  Jamestown;  Shay  R. 
Marshall,  Grundy  County  R-V,  Leslie 
Martin,  Ashland;  Jason  L.  Marx,  St 
Joseph;  Blake  D.  Mason,  Hardin 
Central;  Leslie  R.  Mason,  Pattonsburg; 
Jessica  Masters,  Versailles;  Crystal 
Dawn  Mathews,  Carthage;  Justin  W 
McBee,  Lathrop;  Katie  McCloud, 
Trenton;  Clint  McCrea,  Maysville; 
Jennifer  McKinley,  Cameron;  James  E. 
McNary,  Jasper;  Charles  Kent 
McNeely,  Bolivar;  Aaron  Medsker, 
Savannah;  Thomas  Edward 
Mengwasser,  Fatima;  Cal  F  Middleton, 
Smithville;  Gary  L.  Midyett,  Jr., 
Sullivan;  Jason  Miller,  California; 
Michael  Brandon  Miller,  Norbome; 
Jenny  Leigh  Milligan,  Hamilton; 
Wayne  Mitschele,  Richland;  Amber 
May  Moore,  Houston;  Marissa  Moore, 
Jamesport;  Tricia  Chalee  Morris, 
Eldon;  Rianna  K.  Myers,  Ash  Grove; 
Corey  David  Nevins,  Fatima;  Brock 
Aaron  Niemeyer,  Bowling  Green; 
Dustin  E.  Noble,  Polo;  Eddie  Ochs, 
Clopton;  Clayton  F.  Ogle,  Archie; 
Andrea  Leigh  Olendorff,  Salisbury; 
William  Lee  Oliver,  Wellsville;  Jamie 
Orear,  Santa  Fe;  Kim  Parrack, 
Pleasant  Hope;  Barie  Patrick,  Crest 
Ridge;  Chad  Peanick,  Owensville; 
James  R.  Penn,  Knox  County;  Opie 
Peterson,  Grundy  County  R-V;  David 
E  Petty,  Smithville;  Amy  Phillips, 
Richmond;  Jason  Dean  Phillips, 
Princeton;  Ross  Pinson,  Knox  County; 
Leah  Diane  Porter,  Eldon;  John  Post, 
Bronaugh;  Ted  Potts,  South  Holt; 
J.  Matthew  Price,  Stockton;  Aaron  M. 
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Puchbauer,  Jackson;  Molly  Quinn, 
Chillicothe;  Janet  Ratliff,  South 
Shelby;  Lynette  Reed,  Hamilton; 
Joseph  A.  Rehmer,  State  Fair  AVTS; 
Michael  Scott  Reynolds,  Bolivar; 
Joshua  H.  Rice,  Smithville;  Robert  D. 
Richter,  II,  Steelville;  Heidi  Ricks, 
Clopton;  Jacob  Rose,  North  Central 
Career  Center;  Levi  Micheal  Rose, 
Willard;  Richard  Don  Rose,  Buffalo; 
Zebulon  Royle,  Carl  Junction;  Jaime 
L.  Russell,  Warrensburg  AVTS;  Travis 
Sageser,  Sarcoxie;  Mark  Schapeler, 
Butler;  Hannah  Schatzer,  California; 
Morgan  Ashley  Scheiderer,  Salisbury; 
Ryan  Schlesselman,  Cole  Camp; 
Kimberly  D.  Schmidt,  Glasgow; 
Denise  Schneider,  Warrenton;  Dennis 
Schneider,  Warrenton;  Andrea 
Schnetzler,  Boonville;  Nicholas  James 
Schoenthal,  Jamestown;  Lianna 
Scholz,  Northwest  Technical; 
Stephanie  Marie  Schumer,  Perryville; 
Shawna  D.  Scott,  Fair  Play;  Greg 
Sebastian,  Fredericktown;  Crystal 
Sellers,  State  Fair  AVTS;  Cody  Sharp, 
Aurora;  James  Michael  Sheets, 
Fredericktown;  Brandon  Shelton, 
Campbell;  Rebeca  Jean  Shelton, 
Willard;  Daniel  Short,  St.  Clair;  Dawn 
Elizabeth  Shrum,  Macon;  Curtis 
Sievers,  Jackson;  Brenna  Silvey, 
Hamilton;  Jarrod  Royce  Simpson, 
Salem;  Melody  Simpson,  Versailles; 
Amanda  J.  Smith,  Summersville; 
Crystal  Dawn  Smith,  Gainesville; 
Jeremy  James  Smith,  Vienna;  Shawna 
Renae  Soendker,  Odessa;  Kit  Spencer, 
East  Newton;  Preston  K.  Starks,  Carl 
Junction;  Christopher  Daniel  Stowell, 
Holden;  Misty  Dawn  Stubinger, 
Russellville;  Mary  G.  Stundebeck, 
Salisbury;  Matthew  Dale  Stundebeck, 
Salisbury;  Kara  Morgan  Sullenger, 
Gallatin;  Ginger  Rena  Summers, 
Northwestern;  Stacia  LaNae  Talbert, 
Van-Far;  Roxanne  Nicole  Tarr, 
Norborne;  Ethan  W  Taylor,  Eldon; 
Steven  Tucker,  Pleasant  Hope;  Jason 
Vandivort,  Mountain  Grove;  Jared 
VerDught,  Higginsville;  Jennifer 
Voellinger,  Licking;  Calvin  Voskamp, 
Mount  Vernon;  Becky  Wait, 
Bronaugh;  Jill  N.  Walker,  Cameron; 
Justin  Walker,  Fredericktown;  Bradley 
Waltz,  Jasper;  Stephanie  D.  Wansing, 
Marshall;  Jacob  D.  West,  Carl 
Junction;  Brian  David  Whitehead, 
Wellsville;  Benjamin  L.  Whitener, 
Fredericktown;  Jennifer  Williams, 
Tipton;  Cindy  Wilson,  Pleasant  Hope; 
Phillip  Andrew  Witt,  Wheaton; 
Ashley  Woods,  Glasgow;  Brian  D. 
Wrye,  Eldon;  Eric  Wyckoff,  Savannah; 
Dakota  Blaine  Yates,  Skyline;  Ryan 
Yokley,  Bronaugh;  Kenneth  Youtsey, 


II,  Gallatin;  Misty  G.  Zahnd, 
Cameron 

Montana:  Kevin  Arnold,  Stillwater 
Valley;  Mandi  Aus,  Plentywood;  Scott 
Aye,  Miles  City;  Lisa  Marie  Bailey, 
Shields  Valley;  Ryan  Paul  Berger, 
Baker;  Logan  Braaten,  Flathead;  Seth 
W.  Broesder,  Conrad;  John  Capra, 
Huntley  Project;  Tiffany  Christensen, 
Plentywood;  Joseph  Patrick  Cook, 
Shepherd;  Cassie  Michael  Dallas, 
Shields  Valley;  Lori  Lynn  Dodge, 
Stevensville;  Carrie  Donat,  Flathead; 
Chad  Drugge,  Chinook;  Isaac  Drugge, 
Chinook;  Terance  Lansing  Eichhorn, 
Shields  Valley;  Amy  Rae  Fink, 
Plentywood;  Annie  Gabel,  Huntley 
Project;  Melissa  Goetz,  Clark's  Fork; 
John  Goff,  Miles  City;  John  D. 
Harmon,  Flathead;  Shaina  C.  Hofeldt, 
Chinook;  Cindy  Marie  Hogemark,  Big 
Timber;  Karsten  Hovland,  Cascade; 
Joylynn  Kauffman,  Flathead;  Shane 
Kleppen,  Plentywood;  Jordan 
Knudsen,  Culbertson;  Lynmarie 
Laurens,  Flathead;  Theresa  Lemmon, 
Judith  Gap;  Hugh  James  Magone, 
Park;  Milee  Malone,  Park;  Austin  C. 
Mapston,  Denton;  Amanda  Kathleen 
McClure,  Missoula;  Tyler  McElvain, 
Huntley  Project;  Steven  T  Ostendorf, 
Miles  City;  Meghan  J.  Phillippi, 
Broadus;  Blake  David  Rasmussen, 
Plentywood;  Matt  Roen,  Melstone; 
Zachary  Alan  Sarrazin,  Shields  Valley; 
Van  Ransler  Savage,  Shepherd;  Tyrele 
Schaff,  Stillwater  Valley;  Garret 
Schmitz,  Culbertson;  Mark  Wesley 
Shackelford,  Plentywood;  Frank  A. 
Sparks,  Plevna;  Katy  Sparks,  Plevna; 
Chad  Sutherlin,  Stevensville;  Tyler 
Traeger,  Bainville;  Travis  Allen 
Walter,  Conrad;  Rock  T  Wankel, 
Miles  City;  Jay  D.  Weimer,  Park;  Chris 
Westergard,  Plentywood;  Seth  Louis 
Whitney,  Miles  City;  Michael  K. 
Williams,  Broadus;  Tyler  J.  Wiltgen, 
Shields  Valley;  Travis  Young, 
Stillwater  Valley 

Nebraska:  Daniel  Ryan  Adams, 
Broken  Bow;  Kevin  Adamson, 
Kimball;  Brent  Aden,  Syracuse- 
Dunbar-Avoca;  Thomas  Aden, 
Milford;  Scott  Albrecht,  Emerson- 
Hubhard;  Bradley  D.  Andreasen, 
Genoa;  Crystal  Ann  Andresen, 
Hartington;  Webb  M.  Antholz, 
Franklin;  Jonathan  G.  Arens, 
Hartington;  Ryan  Arens,  Crofton; 
Clinton  T  Barger,  Wauneta;  Ryan 
Beach,  Syracuse-Dunbar-Avoca;  Kylie 
Bearnes,  Laurel-Concord;  Heath  C. 
Bellinger,  Broken  Bow;  Mark  Benes, 
Albion;  Jenny  Benesch,  Schuyler; 
Mark  Donald  Bloss,  Pawnee  City;  Neil 


A.  Bouray,  Superior;  Anita  Kathryn 
Bowder,  Pender;  Craig  Burda,  Wilher- 
Clatonia;  Roger  Burda,  Wilber- 
Clatonia;  Krystle  A.  Christner, 
Wauneta-Palisade;  Quentin  L. 
Cooksley,  Northwest;  Derrick  E.  Day, 
Loup  City;  Lars  Engstrom,  Kimball; 
Chris  Epping,  Holdrege;  Andrew 
Erickson,  Holdrege;  Sara  Fagan, 
Hampton;  Clarissa  Fintel,  Sutton; 
Breanne  Renee  Fletcher,  Schuyler 
Central;  Kelen  L.  Fortkamp,  Imperial; 
DJ  Friedli,  Milford;  Joe  Friesen, 
Heartland;  Charles  L.  Fritsche,  Jr., 
Republican  Valley;  Mitchell  Fritz, 
Wilber-Clatonia;  Michael  D.  Gentele, 
Stuart;  Landon  Goertzen,  Heartland; 
Matt  Hansen,  Hampton;  Jason 
Hauschild,  Syracuse-Dunbar-Avoca; 
Jason  Hawkins,  Ansley;  Megan  Jill 
Hayes,  Franklin;  Sarah  Mane 
Headrick,  Superior;  Kelly  Ann 
Heather,  Waverly;  Michael  Hiebner, 
Heartland;  Leslie  Hoegh,  Hampton; 
Kristina  Holt,  Sandhills;  Jeremy  Horst, 
Wisner-Pilger;  Ricky  Lee  Jessen, 
Bloomfield;  Craig  Johnson,  Twin 
River;  Jordan  Johnson,  Hampton;  Eric 
Joseph,  Hampton;  Kevin  Kahlandt, 
Tekamah-Herman;  Seth  J.  Kennedy, 
Bayard;  Dustin  Kenning,  Diller-Odell; 
Michael  John  Kirchhoff,  Superior; 
Jason  Klug,  Milford;  Kyle  Klute, 
Hampton;  Btandon  Koch, 
Gothenburg;  Timothy  W  Koch, 
Diller-Odell;  Derek  Michael  Koenig, 
Fairbury;  Lisa  Kotas,  Wilber-Clatonia; 
Aaron  Kreman,  Bayard;  LeAnn 
Kriete,  Logan  View;  Jessica  Ann 
Kumke,  Blue  Hill;  Austin  H. 
Lammers,  Hartington;  Daryl 
Lancaster,  Schuyler;  Kyle  Patrick 
Lechtenberg,  Butte;  Cynthia  J. 
Leibbrandt,  Imperial;  Christopher 
Luethje,  Heartland;  Nathan  J. 
Malmstrom,  North  Loup  -  Scotia; 
Molly  M.  McNeill,  York;  Tim 
McQuistan,  Pender;  Zach  Meyer, 
Randolph;  Regina  Marie  Minary, 
Republican  Valley;  Renee  J.  Minary, 
Republican  Valley;  Tiffany  Elizabeth 
Minnick,  Franklin;  Blake  A. 
Moreland,  Imperial;  Dean  Mormann, 
Crofton;  Vanessa  M.  Myers,  Stuart; 
Ryan  Nickerson,  Cambridge;  Josh 
Olson,  Tekamah-Herman;  Andrew  D. 
Osten,  Lakeview;  Nathan  David 
Patton,  Nebraska  City;  Michelle 
Pavelka,  Blue  Hill;  Klinton  Peterson, 
Sutton;  Katie  Pfeiffer,  Seward;  Tyler 
Piening,  Milford;  Justin  Poulas,  Logan 
View;  Dawn  Rahn,  West  Holt;  Amy 
Rasmussen,  Mead;  Joseph  K.  Ripp, 
Ravenna;  Motgan  Root,  North  Loup  - 
Scotia;  Aaron  N.  Rutt,  Blue  Hill; 
Audrey  Schieffer,  Hartington;  Kari 


Schneider,  Cody-Kilgore;  Jeremy  R. 
Scholz,  Falls  City;  Eric  T.  Schultz, 
Wisnet-Pilger;  Jeff  Shanle,  Twin  River; 
Samantha  Jo  Siebert,  Heartland;  Kylie 
Sindt,  Franklin;  Brian  Slingsby, 
Shickley;  Ryan  Sonderup,  Fullerton; 
Jeff  Spiehs,  Centura;  Jason  Steffen, 
Hartington;  Cody  Stevenson,  Albion; 
Brett  Stutzman,  Milford;  K.C. 
Sundermeier,  Loup  City;  Eva  Swarts, 
Milford;  Amber  Gail  Talbott,  Norfolk; 
Kent  Lynn  Talbott,  Norfolk;  Tanner 
Teply,  Imperial;  Steve  Thieszen, 
Heartland;  Andrea  Thomsen, 
Superior;  Korrina  Lynn  Tomes, 
Centennial;  Kayte  Tranel,  Hampton; 
Lane  Cory  VanNatta,  Gothenhutg; 
Jerimiah  Joe  Vlasin,  Imperial;  Lyndsey 
Volkmer,  Syracuse-Dunbar-Avoca; 
Ben  Welsch,  Milford;  Serena  Lynn 
Welsh,  Norfolk;  Chrys  J.  Wiebelhaus, 
Hartington;  Brian  Williams,  Fairbury; 
Michelle  A.  Wilson,  Ravenna;  Alison 
Joy  Winter,  Hampton;  Jennifer 
Elizabeth  Witte,  Logan  View; 
Matthew  Lee  Wolfe,  Republican 
Valley;  Brian  Yates,  Fillmore  Central; 
Jennifer  Zabel,  Tekamah-Herman; 
Rodney  L.  Zvacek,  Pender 

Nevada:  Stefan  Alger,  Silver  Sage; 
Jon  Beitia,  Ruby  Mountain;  Seanne 
Culver,  Ruby  Mountain;  Cam  Dalton, 
Wells;  Andrea  Derobertis,  Carson 
Valley;  Lacie  Garton,  Silver  Sage; 
Andrea  Nicole  Holman,  Silver  Sage; 
Katie  Johnson,  Silver  Sage;  Jessica 
Jones,  Ruby  Mountain;  Krissy 
Mariluch,  Silver  Sage;  Aintxane 
Menaka,  Ruby  Mountain;  Jake  Miller, 
Silver  Sage;  Jennifer  Stovall,  Smith 
Valley;  Rebecca  Sundseth,  Silver  Sage; 
Morgan  H.  Tucker,  Diamond 
Mountain 

New  Hampshire:  Mandy  M.  Cook, 
Seacost  School  of  Technology;  Holly 
Marie  Morse,  Seacost  School  of 
Technology 

New  Jersey:  Gregory  John  Babbitt, 
Newton;  Michael  J.  Butler,  Newton; 
Devin  Daniels,  Northern  Burlington; 
Patricia  E.  Fanella,  Newton;  Elizabeth 
L.  Lustgarten,  Allentown;  Erin 
Elizabeth  Zukus,  Allentown 

New  Mexico:  Matt  Wayne  Baker, 
Roswell;  David  M.  Batista,  Floyd; 
Megan  Rozann  Carter,  Clayton;  Tye 
M.  Chesser,  Dexter;  Matthew 
Copeland,  Logan;  David  Luther 
Dunlap,  Animas;  Cody  Echols,  Aztec; 
Brent  Hayden  Gaffney,  Moriarty; 
Garland  L.  King,  Des  Moines;  Shad 
Emory  Kyner,  Los  Lunas;  Tomee 
Lightfoot,  Animas;  Blake  Miller, 
Dexter;  Bo  Mitchell,  Animas;  Thomas 
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Chase  Montes,  Capitan;  Matt  Richins, 
Animas;  Jennifer  Smith,  Aztec;  Terrell 
J.  Standeter,  Floyd 

New  York:  David  A.  Bader, 
Greenville;  Laura  Borden,  Greenwich; 
Justin  Cooper,  South  Jefferson; 
Anthony  Shawn  Cronk,  South 
Jefferson;  Andrew  Durow,  Randolph; 
Jason  Allen  Earl,  South  Lewis;  Jessica 
Lynn  Gaige,  Schoharie  Valley; 
William  R.  Gorman,  Tri-Valley;  Karen 
Elizabeth  LaVack,  Gouverneur;  Darren 
L.  Masker,  Madison;  Keith  A.  Nower, 
Madison;  Heather  A.  Siler,  Pioneer; 
Benjamin  Lee  Stoddard,  Sherman; 
Susie  Lorraine  Vaughan,  Penn  Yan 

North  Carolina:  Jonas  Ashill,  Eastern 


Randolph;  Lauren  Deborah  Ruth 
Buslinger,  Bartlett  Yancey,  Ivey  P. 
Cauley,  North  Lenior;  Phillip  Grant 
Gulp,  East  Rowan;  Donald  Howard 
Dudley,  Croatan;  Stephen  Anthony 
Emerson,  Croatan;  Bradley  Dean 
Grant,  North  Lenior;  Jacob  H. 
Hamilton,  Triton;  Ashley  Lynn 
Horton,  North  Lenior;  Jennifer  Kidd, 
South  Rowan;  Jesse  Robert  Ledbetter, 
North  Iredell;  Phillip  McLain,  North 
Iredell;  Bobbi  Lee  Nordan,  South 
Johnston;  Benjamin  Penny,  Triton; 
Cristy  Anne  Price,  Madison;  Kim 
Priddy,  Eastern  Randolph;  Angela 
Richardson,  Eastern  Randolph; 
Benjamin  Zack  Roberts,  Triton; 
Allyson  Beatrice  Runion,  South 
Rowan;  Kimherly  Marie  Russell, 


Southwestern  Randolph;  Tasha 
Michelle  Schmidt,  South  Rowan;  Joy 
Olivia  Sisk,  South  Rowan;  Jacob 
Stirewalt,  South  Rowan;  Lindsay 
Patrice  Thornton,  South  Johnston; 
Charles  Tanner  Webb,  Triton;  Kurt 
Weddington,  South  Rowan;  Daniel 
Westhrook,  Triton 

North  Dakota:  Joshua  Darryl  Alsager, 
Kindred;  David  M.  Axt,  McClusky; 
Alysa  Bertelsen,  Wahpeton;  Johanna 
Beto,  Richland  =44;  Jonathan  Bush, 
Rugby;  Jesse  J.  Cook,  Kenmare;  Daniel 
Dockter,  Wahpeton;  Jennifer 
Fjellanger,  Rugby;  Travis  James  Frey, 
Granville;  Zachary  C.  Hall,  Berthold; 
Amy  Heinle,  Medina;  Jeremy  Allen 
Helbling,  Kindred;  Joey  Henke, 
Gackle-Streeter;  Carrie  Knell,  Hazen; 
Chad  Krump,  Richland  *44;  Jacob 
Loeks,  Wahpeton;  Nathan  Lyons, 
Lisbon;  Amy  Lynn  Mai,  Garrison; 
Kayla  Jane  Miller,  Wahpeton;  Corey 
Morlock,  Medina;  Daniel  A.  Mostad, 
Minot;  Jesse  Nelson,  Wyndmere; 
Colin  M.  Nygaard,  Des  Lacs- 
Burlington;  Craig  Olson,  Richland 
=44;  Marc  Pelton,  Watford  City; 
Jordan  Peterson,  Lakota;  Shannon  L. 
Reardon,  Medina;  Ryan  Ruff,  Gackle- 
Streeter;  Tyrel  Schlecht,  Medina; 
Shawn  Sennert,  Elgin/New  Liepzig; 
Ashley  N.  Sparks,  Divide  County; 
Jason  M.  Suydam,  Garrison;  David 
Teigen,  Rugby;  Jason  Tews,  Wahpeton; 
Jordan  Weeda,  Wahpeton;  Darnell 
Wohlk,  Garrison;  Lance  Zimmerman, 
Garrison 

Ohio:  Bruce  Ackley,  Ridgedale;  Chad 
Arcaba,  Firelands;  Herman  Arend, 
Paulding;  Jeffey  W.  Aul,  Jr.,  Buckeye 
Career  Center;  Courtney  D.  Ayers, 
Mapleton;  Gregory  Wayne  Baker, 
Laurel  Oaks  Career  Development 
Center;  Ashlee  Ball,  Madison  Plains; 
Adam  Donald  Balthaser,  Teays  Valley; 
Jessica  Barker,  Madison  Plains;  Kevin 
Barrett,  Marysville;  Christina  Barron, 
Oak  Harbor;  Chad  Levi  Bean, 
Alexander;  Jerilyn  Beaverson, 
Eastwood;  Brian  Bechstein,  Otsego; 
Zane  Beery,  Madison  Plains;  Anne 
Bensman,  Minster;  Kyle  Bergstedt, 
Liberty  Center;  Ryan  Birt, 
Coldwater/Tri-Star;  Branden  Bisher, 
Otsego;  Noah  Robert  Blosser  II, 
Amanda  Clearcreek;  Kurt  Bohlen, 
Frontier;  Thomas  Edward  Bohman, 
Versailles;  Christa  Borchers,  Clermon 
Northeastern;  Sam  Bour,  Sentinel; 
Jessica  Bowden,  Fairbanks;  Lucy  Joy 
Bowen,  Parkway;  Josh  Bower,  Logan 
Elm;  Jacklynn  S.  Brannon,  Buckeye 
Career  Center;  Lance  M.  Bransteter, 
Parkway;  Robert  Brause,  Wynford; 


Jared  R.  Brewer,  Margaretta;  Kevin 
Brueggemeier,  Eastwood;  Shannon  R. 
Bruns,  Anthony  Wayne;  Stephanie  M. 
Bruns,  Coldwater/Tri-Star;  Heath 
Bryant,  Miami  Trace;  Jennifer  Buckley, 
Wilmington;  Scott  Bugg,  North 
Union;  Bradley  R.  Burns,  Mapleton; 
Gary  Burns,  Greenville;  Ashley 
Bushman,  Eastwood;  Adam  L.  Cahill, 
Kenton;  Aftan  Campbell,  Upper 
Scioto  Valley;  Stacy  Clark,  Otsego; 
Jeffrey  A.  Clarke,  Buckeye  Career 
Center;  Beth  Cocklin,  Wilmington; 
Nathaniel  C.  Cooley,  Pymatuning 
Valley;  Rebecca  J.  Cox,  Ohio  Valley 
Vocational;  Jacob  Culler,  Lucas; 
Machael  A.  Curtis,  East  Clinton; 
Stephanie  Daniels,  Mt.  Vernon;  Evan 
Davis,  Fairfield;  Kelly  Derr,  Upper 
Sandusky;  Michael  Deter,  Arlington; 
Alicia  M.  Dickerhoof,  Marlington; 
Benjamin  J.  Disbro,  Edon;  Paul  J. 
Dria,  Black  River;  Mitch  Dugan,  East 
Knox;  Zach  Durban,  Madison  Plains; 
Jacob  Elder,  Fairfield  Union;  Rick 
Ellerbrock,  Leipsic;  Michelle  Lynn 
Ennis,  Alexander;  John  Ervin, 
Alexander;  Jacqueline  Farst,  River 
Valley;  Kara  Mae  Fent,  Parkway;  Kylee 
Hope  Fent,  Parkway;  Rebecca 
Finkbine,  Talawanda;  Matthew 
Finnegan,  Firelands;  Austin  Fisher, 
Wapakoneta;  Ray  Fliehman,  Preble 
Shawnee;  Nathan  William  Foos, 
Bowling  Green;  Azure  Sarah  Foulk, 
Liberty  Union;  Wesley  Frew, 
Carrollton;  Jacob  Charles  Gaerke,  Fort 
Recovery;  Brian  A.  Garber,  Franklin- 
Monroe;  Geff  Garnett,  Preble 
Shawnee;  Andrew  Geer,  Fairbanks; 
Matthew  Geer,  Fairbanks;  Andrew 
James  Genter,  Pettisville;  Danielle 
Gerstner,  Wapakoneta;  Jennifer 
Glosser,  Tri-Valley;  Sarah  Dawn 
Grady,  Liberty  Union;  Jennifer 
Grande,  United  Local;  Katie  Grove, 
Shelby;  Veronica  Gayle  Gruhbs, 
Buckeye  Trail;  Cory  Haehn,  Delphos; 
Jenny  Haenning,  Ross;  Kristen  Hans, 
National  Trail;  Nicholas  R.  Harrod, 
Mississinawa  Valley;  Angela  M. 
Hartman,  Northwestern-Wayne; 
William  Hartman,  Arlington;  Kyle 
I  laselman,  Leipsic  ;  Willie  I  lawkins, 
Greene  County  Career  Center;  Jared 
Austin  Hayes,  Parkway;  Donald  Hays, 
Eaton;  Matthew  D.  Heimerl, 
Johnstown-Monroe;  Mike  Hemker, 
Delphos;  Jesse  Lee  Hendershot, 
Liberty  Union;  Mindy  L.  Henney, 
Bellevue;  Pete  Henry,  Archbold; 
Christina  Hiller,  Ashland;  Ben  Hirsch, 
Greenville;  Miranda  Hoewischer, 
Mechanicsburg;  Jon  Holbrook, 
Lynchburg-Clay;  Bob  Huber,  Fairfield 
Union;  Drew  Huber,  Fairbanks;  Kelli 


Hughes,  Madison  Plains;  Nathan 
Hughes,  Kenton;  Andrew  Hutson, 
Fairbanks;  Corey  Imhoff,  Union  Local; 
Meghann  Raye  Issler,  Elgin;  Lori 
Jacquemin,  Talawanda;  Steven  Jessel, 
Firelands;  Kecia  Marie  Johnson,  River 
View;  Erin  M.  Jones,  Shelby;  Andy 
Juzwiak,  Buckeye  Trail;  Joe  Kapp, 
Genoa;  Andrea  Keener,  Northwestern 
Wayne;  Calvin  Virgil  Keller,  St. 
Henry;  Curt  Keller,  Shelby;  Tania 
Brooke  Kelly,  Miami  Trace;  Valerie 
Kessler,  Seneca  East;  Kathryn  Keys, 
Elmwood;  Joshua  Kieffer,  Bowling 
Green;  Justin  Arrel  Kieffer,  Bowling 
Green;  Jason  Kimhler,  Madison  Plains; 
Jenilee  Kinney,  Carrollton;  Anne 
Michelle  Knapke,  Talawanda;  Joshua 
David  Knapke,  Fort  Recovery; 
Kimberly  M.  Koch,  Lynchburg-Clay; 
Bill  Koch  IV,  Edgewood/BCVJS; 
Jeremy  Koehler,  Federal  Hocking; 
Russell  Krabill,  West  Liberty-Salem; 
Paul  Joseph  Kremer,  Versailles;  Lucas 
Sean  Krickenbarger,  Twin  Valley 
South;  Jeremy  P.  Krupp,  Elmwood; 
Nicki  Kuhn,  Tiffin  Sentinel;  Daniel 
Langdon,  River  Valley;  John  Leighty, 
Fairlawn;  Jason  Leimbach,  Firelands; 
Aaron  Leith,  Liberty  Union;  Dona 
Leonhard,  Mt.  Gilead;  Michael  J. 
Lierer,  Ross;  Lenny  Linkey,  Eastwood; 
Adam  Lohrey,  Preble  Shawnee;  Amy 
Marie  Long,  Monroeville;  Elizabeth 
Long,  London;  Rachel  Luikart,  Upper 
Sandusky;  Benjamin  J.  Manges, 
Liberty-Benton;  Mark  A.  Mareches, 
Elmwood;  Susan  Ann  Martin,  East 
Clinton;  Tara  Martin,  West  Holmes; 
Jennifer  Lynn  Mason,  Anthony 
Wayne;  Jennifer  Lauren  Matthews, 
Greenfield-McClain;  James  Blair 
McConkey,  Southeastern;  Frances 
Rebekah  McCurdy,  River  View; 
Mamie  McGuire,  Bejamin  Logan;  Julie 
McMahan,  River  Valley;  Greg 
McNaull,  Hillsdale;  Eric  R. 
Meckstroth,  Wapakoneta;  Fran 
Meister,  West  Liberty-Salem;  Nolan 
Mericle,  Delphos;  Gary  Metz, 
Fairlawn;  Susan  E.  Meyer,  Miami 
Trace;  Kevin  Michalovich,  West 
Holmes;  Alan  Middleton,  Fairlawn; 
Adam  L.  Miller,  Clyde;  Gregory 
Miller,  Franklin  Monroe;  Ryan  Miller, 
Bowling  Green;  Shari  Moffett, 
Marysville;  Savanah  Morczek, 
Madison  Plains;  Adam  Scott  Mourton, 
Wellington;  Jim  Mox,  Delphos;  Eric 
James  Neer,  Northeastern;  Gregory  K. 
Newsome,  Cardington;  Kevin  Eugene 
Palivec,  Franklin  Monroe;  Wes 
Patterson,  Mt.  Gilead;  Betsy  Petitjean, 
Miami  Valley  Career  Tech  Center; 
Emily  Kay  Petitjean,  Versailles;  Guy  E. 
Phillips,  Carey;  Philip  H.  Pickering, 
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New  London;  Matthew  Lee 
Pitsenbarger,  Versailles;  Shannon  R. 
Place,  Wapakoneta;  Chad  Pletcher, 
Morgan;  Ashley  P.  Podolak,  Otsego; 
Kyle  Pohlman,  Delphos;  Joshua  David 
Poling,  Wellington;  Brandon  Pontius, 
Teays  Valley;  Brian  Portertield,  Union 
Local;  Beth  A.  Porteus,  River  View; 
Megan  Pratt,  Wilmington;  Phillip 
Prince,  Fairlawn;  Jonathan  Proeschel, 
Preble  Shawnee;  Jeremy  Rahrig, 
Delphos;  Paul  Ralston,  Upper  Scioto 
Valley;  Cheryl  Ramsey,  Talawanda; 
David  Reed,  Tn-Valley;  Rebecca  M. 
Reidenbach,  Buckeye  Career  Center; 
Jessica  Rice,  Elgin;  Scott  Aaron 
Richert,  West  Holmes;  Wayne  T. 
Riegle,  Jr.,  Arlington;  Joseph  William 
Ringler,  Crestview;  Courtney  Risch, 
Oak  Harbor;  Leslie  Risch,  Oak 
Harbor;  Lindsay  Risch,  Oak  Harbor; 
Matt  Robinson,  North  Union;  Gina 
Michelle  Rogers,  Benjamin  Logan; 
Joshua  Ruebush,  Eaton;  Aubrie  C 
Rutter,  Elmwood;  Luke  Ryan, 
Anthony  Wayne;  Cole  Sanford, 
Northeastern;  Jenelia  Sarver, 
Elmwood;  Joe  Sawyers,  Eastern  Brown; 
Matt  Sayler,  Firelands;  Matt 
Schmitmeyer,  Miami  Valley  Career 
Tech  Center;  Sherrie  Schulte, 
Elmwood;  David  Semple,  Ohio  Valley 
Vocational;  Jessica  Sharp,  Sentinel; 
Kristin  Sharp,  Benjamin  Logan; 
Jennifer  Sharrock,  Ada;  John  Patrick 
Sheridan,  Warren;  Todd  Sherrick, 
Elida;  Michelle  Shipe,  Buckeye  Trail; 
Kris  Short,  Fairlawn;  Justin  Shumaker, 
Sheridan;  Lee  Slemmer,  Buckeye 
Career  Center;  Kasey  Smith,  Miami 
Trace;  Kyle  Michael  Smith, 
Northeastern;  Nick  Smith,  West 
Liberty  Salem;  Wes  Snider,  Sheridan; 
Joshua  Alan  Springer,  Lincolnview; 
Mitchell  Sylvester  Stammen,  Fort 
Recovery;  Joy  Ellen  Stoller,  Wayne 
Trace;  Jeffery  R.  Strayer,  Anthony 
Wayne;  Chad  Martin  Strouse,  West 
Holmes;  Brandyn  Lee  Suever, 
Delphos;  Chelsea  L.  Summers, 
Madison  Plains;  Zachary  L.  Taylor, 
Buckeye  Valley;  Laura  Thobe,  St. 
Henry;  John  Joshua  Thomas,  River 
View;  Taylor  Thompson,  Greenon; 
John  J.  Torres,  Pettisville;  David  C. 
Tumblin,  River  View,  Matthew 
Turner,  Northwestern  Clark;  Steven 
Dale  Turner,  Fairfield  Union;  Julie 
Ann  Tyson,  Hillsdale;  Lindsey  Ulrey, 
Highland;  Marlene  von  Stein,  Cory- 
Rawson;  Michael  Vorwerk,  Liberty 
Center;  Chandler  Waite, 
Northeastern;  Sally  Wallace,  Miami 
East;  Kevin  Ward,  Upper  Sandusky; 
John  Wasserbeck,  North  Union; 
Richie  Weekley,  Sheridan;  Gregory  D. 


Wendel,  St.  Henry;  Andy  Westhoven, 
Liberty  Center;  Stephanie  White, 
Northeastern;  Jill  Whittington,  East 
Clinton;  Joe  Wiles,  Norwayne;  Aaron 
Williams,  Arlington;  Btad  Williams, 
Hillsboro;  Adam  Michael  Wilson, 
Laurel  Oaks  Career  Development 
Center;  Jennifer  Wilson,  Arlington; 
Tyler  Wilt,  Miami  Trace;  Zachary 
Chase  Winegar,  Miami  Trace;  Andy 
Wolf,  Eastwood;  Btad  Woodard, 
Riverdale;  Kimberly  Ann  Workman, 
Lynchburg-Clay;  Leslie  Woten, 
Wilmington;  Ashley  R.  Wulff,  Otsego; 
Greg  Zedeker,  Bejamin  Logan 

Oklahoma:  Wes  Allen,  Burlington; 
Adam  Anderson,  Chelsea;  Austin 
Bain,  Lawton;  Scarlett  Baker,  Wayne; 
Whitney  Dawn  Ballard,  Bray-Doyle; 
Ashley  Beck,  Frontier;  Amy  LeAnn 
Beers,  Blair;  Laura  A.  Bible,  Morris; 
Gregory  Ryan  Black,  Burns  Flat-Dill 
City;  Justina  Leah  Blackwell,  Wayne; 
Rachel  K.  Bobbitt,  Deer  Creek- 
Lamont;  Macay  Bolay,  Perry;  Brandi 
Bridges,  Elgin;  Chad  Brown,  Chelsea; 
Jamie  Buck,  Cherokee;  Randy  Joe 
Buellesfeld,  Blackwell;  Justin  Wade 
Bundy,  Latta;  Melissa  Lea  Butris, 
Perry;  Dustie  Suzanne  Butner,  Bethel; 
Cindy  Suzanne  Calvert,  Atoka;  Justin 
Cannon,  Hugo;  Chance  Carlton, 
Calera;  Colby  Christian,  Washington; 
Lesli  Cinnamon,  Garber;  Lindsay 
Leann  Coffey,  Sweetwater;  Lindsay 
Dawn  Cooper,  Rattan;  DonEtta  Ann 
Cothren,  Stratford;  Kaci  Croka, 
Hennessey;  Cory  Blake  Crozier, 
Stilwell;  Landon  Davis,  Verden; 
Kasandra  Lynn  Dobbs,  Kiowa;  Jake 
Dooley,  Afton;  Matt  Dorrell,  Cache; 
Joseph  Scot  Dvorak,  Perry;  Brandi 
Eberhart,  Yale;  Drew  Elwell,  Fairview; 
Jan  Ette  Enlow,  Sapulpa;  Tylet  Farrar, 


Kingfisher;  Bo  Ferrell,  Burlington;  C. 
J.  Flocks,  Claremore;  Darinda  Freeh, 
Fairview;  Jake  Rollin  French, 
Cameron;  Cathy  Gates,  Woodland; 
Matt  Gilbert,  Cleveland;  Tara  Ashley 
Gill,  Tecumseh;  Colby  Blake  Glenny, 
Blackwell;  Brian  Greer,  Centtal  High; 
Michael  Wayne  Hafner,  Mulhall- 
Orlando;  Terrell  Hamill,  Adair; 
Valerie  Jane  Hanna,  Salina;  Lacy 
Henagar,  Stratford;  Jennifer  Denise 
Hilton,  Pryor;  Brett  Hladick, 
Hennessey;  Kevin  Holbrook,  Elgin; 
Jonathan  Holloway,  Chattanooga; 
Ryan  Christophet  Hubbard,  Gushing; 
Landon  Marshall  Hunt,  Grandfield; 
Lindsay  Hutchison,  Waynoka;  Maty 
Elizabeth  Hyde,  Indianola;  Kirby 
James,  Hooker;  Chris  L.  Jarrell, 
Stratford;  Austin  Jarvis,  Afton;  Larry 
D.  Jasper,  Jr.,  Jones;  Cheryl  Leigh 
Jenkins,  Wilson;  Jamie  Jenkins, 
Stillwater;  William  G.L.  Jobe, 
Chouteau-Mazie;  Adam  Johnson, 
Garber;  Jamie  Elizabeth  Johnson, 
Wyandotte;  Jana  Audrey  Johnson, 
Blackwell;  Jerick  Johnson,  Hammon; 
Courtney  Jones,  Dickson;  Jenny  Lynn 
Kester,  Salina;  Aaron  R.  Kidney, 
Tecumseh;  Courtney  Kienholz, 
Frontier;  Dustin  Kriz,  Lawton;  Codi 
Dawn  Ledtord,  Morris;  Nicole  Littau, 
Balko;  Amanda  Jo  Lockwood, 
Glencoe;  Ronda  Martin,  Alva;  Justin 
Maxey,  Oklahoma  Union;  Jessica 
Matie  McDaniel,  Hugo;  Jerod  McGee, 
Wayne;  Justin  Ross  McGee,  Wayne; 
Kara  McLemore,  Chickasha;  Buck 
Melton,  Lawton;  Sondra  DeAnn 
Minyard,  Bennington;  Clay 
Mollenkopf,  Antlers;  Dustin  Chad 
Moore,  Taloga;  Dyshia  Morris,  Wakita; 
Lindsey  Nichols,  Fairview;  Rebecca 
Tautfest  Nida,  Tonkawa;  Nicole 
Noteware,  Perry;  Ashley  Ranae  Oakes, 
Taloga;  Lindsey  Marie  O'Kelley, 
Haileyville;  Joshua  Parker,  Spiro; 
Karla  Parks,  Calera;  Kelli  Parks, 
Calera;  Dooley  Parsons,  Battiest;  Jay 
Pemhetton,  Billings;  Megan  Perry, 
Grove;  Brock  Perryman,  Fort  Cobb- 
Broxton;  Kent  Pettijohn,  Chickasha; 
Tracy  Lynn  Pickard,  Blanchard;  Justin 
Powell  Ptatt,  Davis;  David  Prentice, 
Caddo;  Sue  Ann  Raby,  Wilson;  Amy 
Reed,  Tecumseh;  Ben  Reinschmiedt, 
Hennessey;  Tyler  Rice,  Woodland; 
Jayla  Jill  Roberts,  Atoka;  Beth 
Robinson,  Hollis;  Alisha  Rockenbach, 
Burlington;  Brad  Rockey,  Calvin; 
James  Roller,  Clinton;  Matt  Rupe, 
Hooker;  Casey  Russell,  Durant;  Matt 
Ruyle,  Clinton;  Brian  Keith  Sawyer, 
Haileyville;  Keaton  Shaw,  Alex;  Bill 
Shelby,  Webbers  Falls;  Daisy  Shepard, 
Timberlake;  Edward  R.  Sifford,  Jr, 


Hooker;  Krystle  Dawne  Simmons, 
Canute;  Matthew  W.  Smith,  Byng; 
Shane  Smith,  Hinton;  Clint  Sproul, 
Fairview;  Joe  C.  Stafford,  Sterling; 
Jessica  Stauffer,  Cherokee;  Jennifer 
Lee  Steinbach,  Wyandotte;  Tyler 
Stteck,  Hennessey;  Danny  J.  Sullins, 
Morris;  Ethan  Treadwell,  Frederick; 
Jeremy  G.  Troyer,  Pryor;  Tonya 
Turnpaugh,  Lexington;  Eva  Marie 
Underwood,  Talihina;  Robert  Sage 
Vincent,  Arnett;  Ashley  Weldon, 
Altus;  Kevin  Wells,  Bennington; 
Kristy  Lynn  Whetstone,  Lone  Grove; 
Diana  Whitfield,  Fletcher;  Autumn 
Williams,  Durant;  Sky  Wilson, 
Sentinel;  Bradley  Wittrock, 
Kingfisher;  Randy  Woodward,  Salina; 
Kynda  Juhree  Yates,  Elk  City 

Oregon:  Samuel  P.  Bates,  Condon; 
Tommy  Btawley,  Jefferson;  Rachel 
Brown,  Dayton;  Lauren  D.  Burks, 
Junction  City;  D.  J.  Burrows, 
Sutherlin;  Kerri  Carpenter,  Vale;  Jason 
Chamberlain,  Vale;  Dara  Coleman, 
Dayton;  Stephanie  Colkitt,  Union; 
Stephanie  L.  Coon,  Hermiston;  Jared 
Crane,  Sutherlin;  Wes  Crawford, 
Suthetlin;  Jennifer  Dodds,  Union; 
Benjamin  M.  Duyck,  Hillsboro; 
Joanna  L.  Farnsworth,  Hood  River 
Valley;  Ken  Finegan,  Hillsboro;  Donny 
Fleckenstein,  Molalla;  Amy  Fogg, 
Hidden  Valley;  Emily  Folin,  Crater; 
Michael  Folin,  Crater;  Monica 
Franssen,  Creswell;  Kathleen 
Freeborn,  Central;  Nichole  D. 
Gregory,  Newberg;  Heather  Hamilton, 
Central;  Travis  T  Hampton,  Pine 
Eagle;  Harl  Hamisch,  Jefferson;  Skye 
Harris,  Junction  City;  Eric  Henny, 
Gervais;  Andrea  D.  Herinckx,  Banks; 
Samuel  Herringshaw,  Culver; 
Christina  Iverson,  Jefferson;  Michael 
Jirges,  Gervais;  Lee  Letsch,  Dallas; 
Alicia  Lilze,  Crook  County;  David 
Lorenzen,  Dayton;  Amy  Matsh, 
Hillsboro;  Jennifer  A.  Martin,  Rogue 
River;  Gregory  Lawerence  Minor, 
Dayton;  Randy  Moote,  Vale;  Daniel 
Mullen,  St.  Paul;  Kevin  V  Osborne, 
Nyssa;  Melissa  Probst,  Jefferson;  Kurtis 
Rentz,  Sheridan;  Todd  Ricksger, 
Canhy;  Analicia  Santos,  Glide; 
Patrick  Scott,  La  Grande;  Michael 
Sherman,  Canhy;  Kate  Stutz, 
Oakland;  Dustin  L.  Taylor,  Crane; 
Christophet  Matk  Trine,  Central; 
Sarah  Twogood,  Dayton;  Darcy  Vial, 
Newberg;  Erin  Waite,  Union; 
Matthew  Charles  Walton,  Junction 
City;  Blake  West,  Union;  Samantha 
Wetzel,  Sheridan;  Jeremy  Whitaker, 
Culver;  Shandra  Wiedenman, 
Ontario;  John  C.E.  Williams-Ramsey, 
Redmond;  Tim  Zielinski,  St.  Paul 
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Pennsylvania:  Renee  M.  Baker,  Derry; 
Jason  Balshaugh,  Cedar  Crest;  Lance 
Bittner,  Brothersvalley;  Sherisa 
Brammer,  Cumberland  Valley; 
Amanda  L.  Brown,  Danville;  Isaac  J. 
Bucher,  Battlefield;  Becki  Day, 
Grassland;  Rachel  E.  Day,  Grassland; 
David  L.  Dressier,  Greenwood;  Travis 
R.  Frank,  Grassland;  Kevin  Fry, 
Selinsgrove;  F.  Louise  Huber  Good, 
Grassland;  Allan  R.  Herr,  Jr.,  Manor; 
Michael  Hess,  Manor;  Justin  Hillegass, 
Brothersvalley;  John  W.  Hines, 
Greenwood;  Adam  Jesse,  Linesville; 
Denae  K.  Johnson,  Mifflinburg;  Renee 
R.  Lampman,  Linesville;  Rebecca  A. 
Lucas,  Greenwood;  Jason  A.  Martin, 
Manor;  Jennifer  Marie  McWilliams, 
West  Snyder;  Jeffrey  Mishler,  Somerset 
County  Technology  Center;  Ryan 
Moyer,  Manheim;  Brian  K.  Mull, 
Solanco;  Adam  D.  Nissley,  Manor; 
Audrey  A.  Nissly,  Manor;  Erin 
Elizabeth  Price,  Linesville;  Jeremy  A. 
Railing,  Manor;  Barbara  Lynn 
Reichard,  Blue  Ridge;  Susan 
Richardson,  Kennard  Dale;  Geoff  M. 
Rohrer,  Manheim;  Elizabeth  A. 
Sankey,  Clearfield;  Rebecca  Dawn 
Sankey,  Clearfield;  Amanda  R. 
Sauder,  Grassland;  Jessica  Schmidt, 
Solanco;  Valerie  Spangler,  Mifflinburg; 
Jennifer  Louisa  Stahl,  Somerset  Area; 
Jennifer  L.  Stover,  Cumberland  Valley; 
Curtis  E.  Swineford,  Middleburg; 
Tiffany  Renee  Tinsley,  Derry;  Brandon 
K.  Treichler,  Oley  Valley;  Jason 
VanGilder,  Brothersvalley;  Jared 
Weaver,  Grassland;  Jeremy  Weber, 
Grassland;  Andrew  Youse,  Oley 
Valley;  Lacey  J.  Zakostelecky, 
Linesville 

Puerto  Rico:  Javier  Moreno,  S.U. 
Antonio  Serrano 

Rhode  Island:  Elizabeth  Del  Deo, 
Chanho 

South  Carolina:  Michael  Blake  Berry, 
Hillcrest;  Michael  R.  Boatwright,  Jr., 
Central;  Tony  Crimmins,  Ridge 
Spring-Monetta;  Ashley  Granata,  B.  J. 
Skelton  Career  Center;  Eric  Hill, 
Abbeville;  Lori  Beth  Rhodes, 
Manning;  Kevin  Jacob  Sox,  Lexington 
Technology  Center;  Derek  Williams, 
Anderson 

South  Dakota:  Jack  D.  Anderson, 
Lemmon;  Sarah  L.  Anderson,  Tri- 
Valley;  Brad  Michael  Bies,  McCook 
Central;  Grant  Christensen, 
Chamberlain;  Kim  Franken,  Chester; 
Brian  Granquist,  Milbank;  Micah 
Hansen,  Philip;  Josh  Hehn,  Rapid 
City;  Valeree  Holzwarth,  Gettysburg; 
Lesa  Marie  Jarding,  West  Central; 


Doug  Koch,  McCook  Central;  Scott 
Kokesh,  Scotland;  Stephanie  Ann 
Kontz,  Flandreau;  Kristin  Kuhl, 
McCook  Central;  Sara  Kula, 
Gettysburg;  Adam  Kulesa,  Webster; 
Roxy  Larsen,  Lake  Preston;  Emily 
Ann  McNamara,  West  Central;  Jim 
Pazour,  Chamberlain;  Scott  Norman 
Peterson,  McCook  Central;  Jesse 
Rose,  Chamberlain;  Gerad  E. 
Schuldies,  Sturgis;  Sandi  Jo  Shape, 
McCook  Central;  Jason  Soren,  Lake 
Preston;  Kathryn  Elizabeth  Strom, 
Beresford;  Mark  Swanson, 
Chamberlain;  Anna  Tillman, 
Milbank;  Jennifer  Jean  Vreugdenhil, 
Alcester-Hudson;  Meagan  Wheeting, 
Groton;  Adam  Wiebesiek,  Lennox 
Sunstrom 

Tennessee:  Angela  Goolsby  Amons, 
White  House;  Brad  Bagwell, 
Northeast;  Christopher  Wayne 
Barkley,  North  Knox;  The  Late 
Matthew  Hurst  Barnes,  McNairy 
Central;  Pamela  Joy  Bartholomew, 
Riverside;  Lindy  Bradley,  Richland; 
Tina  L.  Briley,  Portland;  Ray  Burch, 
Richland;  Robert  Steven  Callahan, 
Spring  Hill;  John  Carroll,  Halls;  Katie 
Cook,  Halls;  Cleve  Crook,  Halls; 
Kristin  Marie  Dely,  Lexington;  Jana 
Durrett,  Portland;  Jody  Freeman, 
Covington;  Cole  Fulton,  East 
Robertson;  James  Ray  Furches, 
Johnson  County;  Daniel  Gray,  Moore 
County;  Rachel  Griggs,  Richland; 
Bryan  Haggard,  White  House;  Philip 
Wesley  Hendren,  Munford;  Elizabeth 
D.  Hix,  Mt.  Juliet;  Luke 
Hollingsworth,  Dyersburg;  Brandon 
Holt,  Richland;  Justin  Charles  Holt, 
Mount  Pleasant;  Brock  Hopkins, 
Richland;  Melissa  Anne  Hurt,  Halls; 
Malcolm  Jones,  Covington;  Glenn 
LaFollette,  South  Greene;  Jennifer 
Alise  Lamb,  Eagleville;  Kenneth 
Michael  Lamb,  Forrest;  Brady  D. 
Lewis,  Munford;  William  Richard 
Lockert,  Cheatham  County;  Pam 
Martin,  Halls;  Daniel  McLemore, 
Jackson  North  Side;  Justin  Meeks, 
Halls;  April  Elizabeth  Monk, 
Chuckey-Doak;  Logan  Moore, 
Northeast;  Adam  Franklin  Newby, 
Warren  County;  Kimberly  Michelle 
Newsom,  Dyersburg;  Amy  Mangrum 
Petitt,  White  House;  Jenny  Pratt, 
Lexington;  Cassie  Lee  Prince, 
Richland;  Joshua  Rice,  Mt.  Juliet;  J.W. 
Ri  'gets,  East  Robertson;  Aria  J. 
Sanders,  Mt.  Juliet;  Matt  Shelton, 
Chuckey-Doak;  Barbara  Sherman,  Mt. 
Juliet;  Jennifer  Shull,  Johnson  County; 
Walter  Silvey,  Jr.,  Northeast;  Rickie 
Stanford,  Richland;  Tracey  Stark,  East 
Robertson;  Erin  Elizabeth  Steelman, 


Halls;  Luke  Stewart,  Mt.  Juliet;  Kenny 
Ray  Strange,  Cocke  County;  Greg 
Stroud,  East  Robertson;  Matthew 
Stroud,  West  Greene;  Jordan  Shea 
Strunk,  Portland;  Jamie  Swanay,  West 
Greene;  Kyle  Terry,  Halls;  Melame 
Tompkins,  North  Knox;  Matt 
Underwood,  East  Robertson;  Adam 
Edward  Vaughn,  Spring  Hill;  Collins 
Voss,  Halls;  James  D.  Walden, 
Midway;  Mark  Warren,  Richland; 
Richard  Watson,  Jr.,  North  Side;  Josh 
Weston,  Mt.  Juliet;  David  Wix,  East 
Robertson;  Meredith  Woodard, 
Richland;  Ray  Wilson  Wyatt, 
Riverside 

Texas:  Joe  Bob  Adkins,  Mineral 
Wells;  Joshua  Atkinson,  Florence; 
Seth  Ray  Austin,  Raymondville; 
Laney  Brooke  Baker,  Madisonville; 
Bryn  Martin  Behnke,  Round  Top 
Carmine;  Bobby  Boatman,  Howe; 
Miranda  L.  Bock,  Hallettsville;  Jeramy 
Brod,  Sealy;  Natalie  Brune,  Columbus; 
Jason  Campbell,  Hale  Center;  Mandie 
Campbell,  Huffman;  Chase  Crawford, 
Lewisville;  Jennilea  Sumer  Crowson, 
Hardin;  Brandon  J.  Cummings, 
Tilden;  Emily  Nicole  Deal,  Northwest; 
Matthew  Harry  Divin,  Weimar; 
Megan  Dodgen,  Huffman;  Sabrina 
Dorsett,  Hartley;  Amanda  Lee  Duke, 
Big  Sandy;  Kymberly  Edds,  Central 
Heights;  Lauren  Edney,  A&M 
Consolidated;  Russell  Farrow,  Sinton; 
Joan  Elisabeth  Forrest,  A&M 
Consolidated;  Lacee  Brianne  Fraze, 
Cooper;  Erin  Frazier,  Tuloso  Midway; 
Jessica  Geistweidt,  East  Central; 
Lauren  Michelle  Grimes,  Woden;  Kyle 
Grisham,  Mabank;  William  Hanel, 
Liberty;  William  Robert  Bud  Hardin, 
Burleson;  Jeff  Heifrin,  Scurry-Rosser; 
Hayley  Henderson,  Childress;  Casey 
Hogan,  Arlington/Martin;  Scott 
Howington,  Sinton;  Adam  Jenke, 
Jones-Coldspring;  Randy  Jensen, 
Lueders-Avoca;  Jessica  Lynn  Jones, 
Livingston;  Nicholas  John  Keng, 
Mayde  Creek;  Brandy  Kines, 
Kaufman;  Jaimee  Nicole  Kyle, 
Lovelady;  Gregory  Curtis  Langley, 
Winona;  Michael  Layton,  Calallen; 
Travis  Wayne  Leihardt,  Weimar;  T.  J. 
Lewis,  Anson;  Jacob  Little,  Rice 
Consolidated;  Nicole  Loveday, 
Calallen;  Teresa  Lovett,  Shepherd; 
Dustin  Marsh,  East  Central;  Jessica 
McDaniel,  Pleasanton;  James  Joshawa 
McEntee,  Garland;  Lauren  Rachel 
McGinty,  Mayde  Creek;  Brandon 
McLain,  Covington;  Roxanna  Meyer, 
B.F.  Terry;  Richard  Miller,  Amherst; 
Justin  Mitchell,  Winnsboro;  Michael 
Monaghan,  Bowie-Austin;  Robyn 
Pace,  James  E.  Taylor;  Zack  Pawelek, 


Pleasanton;  Zane  Pittman,  Sealy; 
Krista  Poling,  Texline;  Kayla 
Rakowitz,  Pleasanton;  Kris  Rakowitz, 
Pleasanton;  William  "Tate" 
Rosenbusch,  Glen  Rose;  Bryan  Scheu, 
Daingerfield;  Sarah  Schneider, 
Franklin;  Dane  Anthony  Scoggins, 
Boles;  Colton  Scott,  Loop;  Delia 
Shadden,  Howe;  Rose  Shadden, 
Howe;  Wesley  Shearrer,  Pleasanton; 
Curtis  Eugene  Sheffield,  Alvin;  Earl 
Smith,  Jones-Coldspting;  Bobby 
Spence,  Liberty;  David  Srubar, 
Weimar;  Jed  Symons,  Perryton;  Justin 
Alan  Talley,  Clear  Creek;  Kurtis  W. 
Thomas,  Pasadena;  Brian  Tregellas, 
Booker;  Rachel  Tucker,  Kaufman; 
Dustin  Turner,  Humble;  James 
Tymrak,  Orange  Grove;  Mary 
Vinklarek,  Yoakum;  Dustin  Wade 
Warren,  Dumas;  Lora  Weishuhn, 
Columbus;  Victoria  White,  Bowie- 
Austin;  Brandon  T  Wischnewsky, 
Round  Top  Carmine;  Ty  Zavisch, 
I  ilden 

Utah:  Robert  Asay,  Manila;  Matthew 

D.  Bangerter,  Morgan;  Keisha  Barnett, 
Lehi;  Ashlie  Beecroft,  Lehi;  Hayden 
Behling,  Emery;  Jackie  Bennett, 
Emery;  Teisha  Berry,  Lehi;  Dustin 
Boren,  Lone  Peak;  James  Andrew 
Clark,  Lone  Peak;  Ellen  Clinger, 
Payson;  Jessica  Fay  Cowley,  Richfield; 
Shannon  Davidson,  Uintah;  Aric 
Wayne  Davies,  Lone  Peak;  Darrin  D. 
Dickemore,  Fremont;  Tai  Duncan, 
Roosevelt;  Tami  Fowers,  Payson;  Kyle 

E.  Fox,  Emery;  Bryan  R.  Gowans, 
Tooele;  Nick  Grant,  North  Summit; 
Clint  Joseph  Hardy,  Lone  Peak; 
Michael  Harris,  Lone  Peak;  Natalie 
Jensen,  South  Sevier;  Jeffrey  Ralph 
Jeppson,  Bear  River;  Dustin  Johnson, 
Lone  Peak;  Tyson  Jones,  Lone  Peak; 
Amber  King,  Fremont;  Dustin  Larsen, 
Manila;  John  Rueben  Ledkins,  Lone 
Peak;  Natalie  Lewis,  Lehi;  Jonathan 
Lund,  Richfield;  Jon  Lundell,  Payson; 
Anna  Marie  McMillan,  Morgan;  Dave 
McMullin,  Payson;  Rachel  McNeil, 
South  Summit;  Ryan  J.  McNeil,  South 
Summit;  Mike  Newton,  Morgan;  Joe 
Noyes,  Panguitch;  Cole  Pace,  North 
Summit;  Wade  J.  Price,  Wasatch; 
Brian  Edward  Rohinson,  Lone  Peak; 
Jesse  Russell,  Grantsville;  Andrea 
Smith,  Lehi;  Eli  David  Smith,  Box 
Elder;  Tyler  L.  Sorensen,  Gunnison; 
Trent  Staheli,  Weber;  Jamie 
Strickland,  Lehi;  Sara  Sulser,  Wasatch; 
Adam  Summers,  Bear  River;  Jennifer 
Swenson,  Payson;  Jony 
Vanderstappen,  Fremont;  Clinton  J. 
Ward,  Sky  View;  Tiffany  Elise  Wells, 
Dixie 
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Virginia:  Chad  Brooks,  Stuarts  Draft; 
Neal  Frank  Buchanan,  Riverheads; 
Alex  Preston  Byrd,  Grayson  County; 
Amanda  Coyner,  Buffalo  Gap;  Julia 
Ruth  Gardner,  Turner  Ashby;  Bryan 
Glass,  Fort  Defiance;  Andrew  N. 
Glenn,  Riverheads;  Carrie  Leigh 
Heizer,  Riverheads;  Robbie  Hinkle, 
Fort  Defiance;  Colby  Winters  Irvine, 
Riverheads;  Hock  Jones,  Buffalo  Gap; 
John  Rahn  Kegley,  III,  Fort  Defiance; 
Amanda  Lambert,  Turner  Ashby; 
Bryan  Lawhorne,  Buffalo  Gap;  Steven 
Ernest  Lowe,  Jr.,  Christiansburg;  Colt 
Lyle,  Buffalo  Gap;  Jennifer  Lynn 
Lyons,  Pulaski  County;  Amanda  Marie 
Mann,  Louisa  County;  Jason  Eugene 
Mcllwee,  Riverheads;  Megan 
Catherine  Mcllwee,  Riverheads; 
Rebecca  L.  Mellott,  Grayson  County; 
Justin  C.  Mines,  Turner  Ashby;  Byron 
Harper  Phillips,  Fort  Defiance;  James 
W.  Ramsey,  11,  Buffalo  Gap;  Vincent 
Miller  Rhodes,  Turner  Ashby;  Jaclyn 
Marie  Roller,  Strasburg;  Michael  Todd 
Sadler,  Caroline;  Bradley  McVene 
Shifflett,  Turner  Ashby;  Clayborne 
Preston  Shifflett,  II,  Turner  Ashby; 
Brandon  L.  Shively,  Laurel  Park; 
Bridget  Mariah  Sine,  Central;  Donald 
Lee  Smith,  Fort  Defiance;  Martha 
Ann  Smith,  Rockbridge  County; 
Aaron  Spaid,  James  Wood;  Matthew- 
Spears,  Carroll  County;  Christopher 
Robert  Threewitts,  Spotswood;  Carly 
Marie  Tilson,  Dinwiddie;  Justin  I.  Via, 
Fort  Defiance;  Adam  Clay  Wampler, 
Broadway;  Kimberly  Renea  Watson, 
Grayson  County;  Daniel  Guy  Will, 
Turner  Ashby 

Washington:  Dusty  Earl  Appleford, 
Asotin;  Eric  Arps,  Ferndale;  Rachael 
JoAnn  Backes,  Ferndale;  Andrea 
Barten,  Snohomish;  Randi  Boeckman, 
Asotin;  Megan  Browne,  Asotin; 
Renee'  Chaplin,  Mary  M.  Knight; 
Rebecca  Jolyn  Crowley,  Ferndale; 
Dustin  Elben,  Asotin;  Shaun  Elliott, 
Wenatchee;  Brent  Frisbee,  Sedro- 
Woolley;  Travis  C.  Hagenah,  Asotin; 
Ron  Hahner,  Liberty;  SharlaRae 
Higginbotham,  Almira-Coulee- 
Hartline;  Morgan  Irwin,  Enumclaw; 
Shawn  Jackson,  Asotin;  Nichcole 
Marie  Johnson,  Ferndale;  Justin  D. 
Leighton,  Franklin  Pierce;  Kristin 
Nicole  Morrow,  Asotin;  Jesse  Neace, 
Asotin;  Heidi  Newman,  Zillah;  Tawna 
Paine,  Cashmere;  Nicholas  David 
Parkert,  White  River;  Mona  Lisa 
Pettersson,  Snohomish;  Tim  Sharp, 
Winlock;  Laura  Jean  Shaw,  Asotin; 
Shawn  D.  Siebold,  Yelm;  Evan 
Startin,  La  Crosse;  Ryan  M.  Uptmor, 
Asotin;  Rebecca  D.  Wallace,  Yelm; 
David  Wyatt,  Elma 


West  Virginia:  Chadwick  Alt, 
Pendleton  County;  Jennifer  Fisher, 
Ripley;  Brittany  Glenn,  Ripley;  Joni 
Godfrey,  Ripley;  Benjamin  Hays, 
Roane  County;  Andrea  Stihl  Hunt, 
Roane  County;  Sarah  Louise  McVay, 
Ripley;  Andrew  Brendan  Negie,  Tyler; 
Jeremy  Oldaker,  Ripley;  Ross  Paden, 
Tyler;  T  J.  Radabaugh,  Barbour 
County;  Scott  Seymout,  Pendleton 
County;  Philip  Shamblin,  Roane 
County;  Whitney  N.  Simmons, 
Pendleton  County;  Alicia  Smolder, 
Ripley;  Fredrick  Wayne  Vandevander, 
Pendleton  County;  Thomas  Wince, 
Tyler;  Jon  Wright,  Barbour  County; 
Jacklyn  Rose  Yokum,  Pendleton 
County 

Wisconsin:  Jeron  J.  Abegglen, 
Spencer;  Alison  A.  Accola,  Sauk 
Prairie;  Nicholas  S.  Akins,  Black 
Hawk;  Jackie  Aprill,  Oconto  Falls; 
Lisa  Bach,  Medford;  Jed  B.  Bauer, 
Spencer;  Ryder  Beckard,  Fort 
Atkinson;  Jacob  Becker,  Juda;  Lisa  M. 
Biadasz,  Amherst;  Ross  Blotz, 
Dodgeville;  Aaron  L.  Burkhalter, 
Evansville;  Joel  Burmania,  Randolph- 
Cambna-Friesland;  Luke  D.  Buttles, 
Seymour;  Chris  Richard  Cable,  Unity; 
Jonathan  Casey,  Randolph-Cambria- 
Friesland;  Matt  Casper,  Lincoln- 
ACHM;  Keith  A.  Christen, 
Monticello;  Gregory  Joseph  Clark, 
Mayville;  Sally  Rose  Clement, 
Cambridge;  Matthew  C.  Cuper,  Clear 
Lake;  Daniel  Charles  Davis, 
Pardeeville;  Mari  Lindsay  Dean, 
Mineral  Point;  Quinn  DeBruin,  Lake 
Mills;  Rachel  Dietsche,  Bloomer; 
Daniel  Dogs,  Mayville;  Brenda  Kay 
Dowiasch,  Augusta;  Jonathan 
Edington,  Johnson  Creek;  Eric  A. 
Ehlen,  New  London;  April  Eisentraut, 
Waupaca;  Martin  Feucht,  Hartford; 
Keith  Alan  Flasch,  Lomira;  Emily 
Geiger,  Cambridge;  Kelly  Geraghty, 
New  Richmond;  Melissa  Rae  Gerner, 
Fort  Atkinson;  Rikki  Golding, 
Waupaca;  Travis  W  Gorsuch, 
Randolph-Cambria-Friesland;  Garrett 
Graber,  Rio;  Bethany  R.  Gries,  Loyal; 
Kurt  Groholski,  Amherst;  Hannah  M. 
Gunderson,  Waterford;  T.J.  Haelfrisch, 
Brillion;  Haylee  Hall,  Shell  Lake; 
Missy  Harelstad,  New  Auburn; 
Michelle  Hau,  Plymouth;  Sarah  Anne 
Heany,  Oconto  Falls;  Greg  Hedrich, 
Chilton;  Pam  Hedstrom-Birkholz, 
Plymouth;  Matthew  William  Heins, 
Mineral  Point;  Tara  Herbst,  Black 
Hawk;  Daniel  Herricks,  Cashton; 
Heather  Holland,  Pardeeville;  Gary  P. 
Holler,  Lodi;  Jeremy  Holthaus, 
Fennimore;  Helen  Amanda  Hopke, 
Spooner;  Amber  Lynn  Horn,  Brillion; 


Chase  Ivey,  Mineral  Point;  Jessica  Sue 
Ivey,  Mineral  Point;  Mark  D.  Jakubek, 
Amherst;  Jason  James,  Mineral  Point; 
Casey  Jentz,  Fennimore;  Douglas  L. 
Jung,  Randolph-Cambria-Friesland; 
Patricia  Jane  Kapinos,  Sun  Prairie; 
Christopher  Klapoetke,  Westfield; 
Lance  Klessig,  Amherst;  Brooke  A. 
Koenig,  Kiel;  Andrea  Konitzer, 
Oconto  Falls;  Katie  Lynn  Kramer, 
Oshkosh  West;  Elizabeth  Marie 
Krause,  Fort  Atkinson;  Michael 
Kenneth  Krull,  Cambridge;  Lindi 
Langer,  Evansville;  Drew  Alexander 
Lawson,  Fort  Atkinson;  Christopher 
Lee,  Delavan-Darien;  Melissa  Jo 
Leonard,  Pecatonica;  Christine 
Lepple,  Beaver  Dam;  Jonathan 
Levendoski,  Westby;  Jordan  Liethen, 
Wittenberg-Bimamwood;  Karlene 
Lindow,  Marshfield;  Marion  J. 
Majeske,  Unity;  Beth  M.  Malcore, 
Luxemburg-Casco;  Brian  Maliszewski, 
Independence;  Ryan  Marquardt, 
Westfield;  Michael  J.  Maternoski, 
Denmark;  Tara  Lynn  Maus,  New 
London;  Jamie  Meagher,  Waupun; 
Hope  Metcalf,  Montello;  Jonathan  A. 
Meyer,  Randolph-Cambria-Friesland; 
Andrew  D.  Miller,  Black  Hawk;  Tyler 
Jon  Missall,  Randolph-Cambria- 
Friesland;  Matthew  L.  Mueller,  Iowa- 
Grant;  Aaron  Naatz,  Johnson  Creek; 
Ryan  R.  Nehmer,  Randolph-Cambria- 
Friesland;  Tracy  L.  Nenning,  Kiel; 
Brett  R.  Neumann,  Osceola;  Lee 
Newsome,  Waupaca;  Dustin  J. 
Nieman,  Randolph-Cambria- 
Friesland;  Kristan  A.  Noeldner,  Loyal; 
Amanda  J.  Norberg,  Prairie  Farm; 
Jason  Raymond  Oft,  Randolph- 
Cambria-Friesland;  Joseph  E.  Oft, 
Randolph-Cambria-Friesland;  Candice 
Olson,  Fort  Atkinson;  Seth  Olson, 
Unity;  Sheilee  M.  O'Malley,  Oilman; 
Doug  Ott,  Brillion;  Kristin  Pagel, 
Oconto  Falls;  Nathan  Papendorf, 
Marion;  Hope  Parsons,  Antigo;  Ed 
Patek,  Kewaunee;  Matt  Patoka, 
Amherst;  Janel  Pauli,  Lake  Mills; 
Jaclyn  Pettis,  Augusta;  Prescott 
Phillips,  Green  Bay  East;  Elizabeth 
Porior,  Oconto  Falls;  Kristin  Jean 
Proschinske,  Arcadia;  Ian  Prust, 
Marshall;  Robert  J.  Quintana, 
Randolph-Cambria-Friesland;  Jennifer 
Reese,  Johnson  Creek;  Katrina 
Riederer,  Reedsville;  Chris  A. 
Ritschet,  Cochrane-Fountain  City; 
Stefanie  M.  Roepcke,  Kiel;  Eric  Daryl 
Russell,  Shullsburg;  Adam  M. 
Schmitz,  Sparta;  Terry  Schott, 
Denmark;  Eric  Schraufnagel,  Mayville; 
Ben  Schreier,  Cashton;  Russell 
Schuette,  Plymouth;  Noah  Christof 
Schultz,  Johnson  Creek;  Ryan  C. 


Selbrede,  Sparta;  Tony  J.  Seiner, 
Kewaunee;  Lisa  Simonson,  Plymouth; 
Jeffrey  John  Smit,  Randolph-Cambria- 
Friesland;  Adam  J.  Spierings, 
Weyauwega-Fremont;  Kyle  K.  Steinke, 
Brillion;  Cory  Dale  Stenjem, 
Cambridge;  Dustin  Lee  Stuczynski, 
Amherst;  Lance  Dale  Syring, 
Stratford;  Melissa  Ann  Traiser, 
Osceola;  Nichole  Trapp,  Antigo;  Kyle 
A.  Trebe,  Amherst;  Crystal  D.  Tymus, 
Waterford;  Melissa  VanDeBrake, 
Unity;  Jeff  Vollrath,  Unity;  Craig 
Wakeman,  Rio;  Sara  Weiner,  Sparta; 
Chad  Wethal,  Stoughton;  Steve 
Wiedemann,  Cashton;  Daniel  Wiese, 
Brillion;  Erica  Lynn  Wilson,  Johnson 
Creek;  Lucas  Wirtz,  Plymouth;  Mark 
Wolf,  Bangor;  Kattie  Wollin, 
Marshall;  Jason  A.  Wood,  Clear  Lake; 
Rachel  Leigh  Zenter,  Oshkosh  West; 
Jeffrey  J.  Zweifel,  Juda 

Wyoming:  Brandi  Jo  Allen,  Casper; 
Teecee  Barrett,  Powell;  John  D. 
Barton,  Whitcomb-Moorcroft; 
J.  Trevor  Bekken,  Lander;  Deena  Kay 
Borgialli,  Wright;  John  Wesley  Brown, 
Southeast;  Lynn  Marie  Bundy, 
Gillette;  Kelcey  W.  Christensen, 
Wright;  Angela  Crabtree,  Cheyenne; 
Jennifer  DeFreece,  Casper;  Trent 


DeWitt,  Lyman;  Jake  Fenner, 
Moorcroft  Whitcomb;  Jared  Hamilton, 
Lander;  Terry  Nicholas  Hayes, 
Shoshoni;  Kristy  Marie  Hetzel, 
Powell-Shoshone;  Jody  A.  Hooton, 
Lyman;  Jeremy  K.  Kisling,  Lander; 
Audrey  Micheli,  Jim  Bridger;  Ammie 
Murray,  Douglas;  Tyrel  James  Powell, 
Lander;  Jake  Rinker,  Gillette;  Denise 
Rene  Schmer,  Southeast;  Shay 
Shimic,  Southeast  Goshen;  Sara 
Skalsky,  Powell/Shoshone;  Danelle  Jo 
Woehl,  Douglas;  Pat  Wood,  Buffalo 
Bill;  Jacque  E'laine  Wright,  Pine 
Bluffs;  1  Histin  Yeik, Southeast 
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"It's  MY  turn!"  "No,  it's  my 
turn!"  "Oh  no,  it's  definitely  MY 
turn!"  "I  don't  think  so... it's  my 
turn!" 

You've  got  to  love  it — two 
brothers  deciding  who  gets  to  ride 
up  front  in  the  family  vehicles. 
Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  don't 
know  if  you  have  ever  done  this, 
but  to  my  brother  Derek  and  I, 
deciding  whose  turn  it  is,  is  a  pret- 
ty big  deal. 

Dane  White,  President 

Tenth  Convention  Session 

It's  Your  Turn 

We  both  always  want  to  ride  up 
front  because,  think  about  it — if 
you're  riding  shotgun  and  it's  your 
turn,  you  have  it  made!  You  are 
the  one  who  can  create  change. 
You  can  change  the  temperature 
by  simply  reaching  up  and  turning 
a  dial.  Or  you  can  push  a  button 
and  change  the  radio  station.  And 
even  better,  you  could  use  your 
precious  moments  up  front  to 
change  your  mom's  mind  about 
raising  your  allowance.  See,  when 
it  is  your  turn,  you  are  golden. 

See,  in  the  old  days,  we  would 
argue  about  it  and  used  to  just  try 
and  beat  each  other  to  the  car. 
We'd  race  outside  and  the  first 
person  to  climb  inside  without 
being  tripped,  shoved  or  slammed 
in  the  door  would  be  declared  the 
winner. 

Well,  things  changed  for  the 
better  when  my  dad  sold  his  old 
pickup  truck  and  bought  a  new 
one.  I  remember  the  day  he  pulled 
in  our  driveway — Derek  and  I 
went  rushing  out  to  see  it,  and  as 
we  climbed  inside  it,  our  world 
was  thrown  completely  off  its  axis 
because,  yes,  it  had  a  bench  seat! 
That  meant  three  people  could 
ride  up  front — Dad,  Derek  and 
myself.  (Mom  could  ride  in  back; 
we  could  definitely  take  her.)  So, 
if  I  chose  for  it  to  be,  every  day  it 
would  be  my  turn!! 

Well,  guess  what — your  lives 


are  exactly  the 
same  way.  If  you 
simply  choose  for 
it  to  be,  then  it's 
your  turn!  It 
doesn't  take  a 
magic  age,  title  or 
process — only  a 
conscious  choice! 
Every  day  of  your 
life,  you  have  the 
power  to  create 
change. 

So  now  that 
you  know,  what 
will  you  change 
first?  I  say,  aim  to 
change  nothing  less  than  the 
world  and  start  with  yourself. 
Strive  for  personal  excellence  and 
be  the  best  person  you  can  be.  As 
others  follow  your  example,  the 
world  will  change — even  if  it  is 
one  person  at  a  time! 

Now,  you  may  be  asking  your- 
self, "How  will  I  ever  do  that?"  To 
strive  for  personal  excellence,  you 
must  do  two  things:  Challenge 
yourself  to  continually  grow,  and 
always  choose  to  do  what  is  right 
rather  than  what  is  easy. 

I'll  never  forget  the  first  time  I 
experienced  the  power  of  growth 
and  discovered  how  that  creates 
permanent  change.  It  was 
February  during  my  freshman  year 
in  high  school  when  my  family 
headed  up  to  Mt.  Ashland, 
Oregon,  for  our  annual  ski  week- 
end. 

Having  skied  since  I  was  five,  at 
this  point  in  my  career,  I  tended 
to  ski  alone.  I  spent  the  whole 
morning  in  my  familiar  place,  and 
I  had  a  pretty  standard  routine 
that  I  would  always  follow:  Get  on 
the  chair  lift,  strike  up  a  conversa- 
tion with  the  person  sitting  next 
to  me  and  then  impress  everyone 
within  view  as  I  glided  easily  off 
the  chair  and  came  to  a  halt  at 
the  head  of  the  run.  Then  I  would 
take  just  a  few  breaths — admiring 
my  kingdom  and  looking  at  my 
quaint  subjects  meander  down  the 
slope — before  I  would  quite  dra- 
matically push  off  and  speed  down 


the  hill.  I'd  fly  by  people  and 
laugh  as  I  threw  snow  on  the  skis 
of  those  who  went  too  slow. 
Eventually  I  would  reach  the  bot- 
tom, bask  in  my  glory  for  a  few 
moments  and  then  get  back  on 
the  chairlift  and  repeat  the 
process.  I  had  it  made! 

After  a  morning  of  good  skiing, 
1  met  back  up  with  my  brother 
Derek  for  lunch,  and  all  he  did 
was  talk,  talk,  talk.  It  was  all 
about  his  daring  adventures,  his 
crazy  jumps  and  the  fact  that  he 
was  all  over  the  mountain.  After 
he  was  finally  done  blabbing,  I 
think  my  competitive  streak  came 
out  and  I  asked  him,  "Yeah,  well, 
how  many  times  have  you  fallen 
today?"  "Oh,  about  20  times. 
Maybe  a  little  bit  more."  Then, 
with  a  smug  grin  on  my  face,  I 
said,  "Well... I  haven't  even 
crashed  once,  and  in  fact,  I  was 
passing  people  all  day  long! 
Leaving  them  in  my  snow  dust!" 
Well,  at  that,  my  brother  rolled 
his  eyes  and  said  to  me,  "Oh,  you 
haven't  fallen,  Dane?  You've  been 
passing  people  left  and  right? 
Well,  that  is  sure  amazing — since 
you  haven't  even  left  the  BUNNY 
SLOPE!  The  people  you  are  pass- 
ing are  either  7  or  70  years  old! 
Woo  hoo!  Gold  star!!  Why  don't 
you  try  something  new  for  once?" 

Though  I  hated  the  fact  that 
my  little  brother  had  a  point,  I 
simply  sat  and  ate  my  sandwich  in 
a  humbled  silence. 
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After  lunch  was  over  and  I 
headed  back  out  of  the  lodge,  I 
put  on  my  skis  and  made  a  choice. 
Was  it  back  to  the  familiar  route? 
To  the  good  old  ski  hill  that  I  was 
used  to?  Or  would  I  listen  to  my 
brother  and  head  to  places 
unknown?  Would  I  expand  my 
abilities  by  trying  something  new? 
You'd  better  believe  it!  I  realized 
then  that  now... now  was  my  turn! 
It  was  my  turn  to  have  the  daring 
adventures!  It  was  my  turn  to  per- 
form great  feats!  It  was  my  turn  to 
experience  excellence  by  growing, 
learning  and  changing. 

And  since  that  day,  there's  been 
no  stopping  it!  I  love  to  constant- 
ly learn  and  increase  my  abilities 
on  and  off  the  ski  slopes.  No  more 
predictable  routes  for  me.  That 
day  I  realized  permanent  change 
occurs  when  you  take  chances  and 
challenge  yourself  to  grow. 

Sure,  I  realize  that  we  all  don't 
have  the  chance  to  snow  ski  regu- 
larly— but  I  also  know  that  no 
matter  where  you  live  or  who  you 
are,  you  have  the  chance  to  grow. 
Right  now,  you  must  commit  to 
constant  improvement  and 
growth.  Are  you  a  public  speaker 
that  has  used  the  same  speech 
multiple  times?  Or  maybe  you 
show  livestock  and  you've  never 
improved  your  placing  at  the  fair. 
Well,  no  matter  what  it  is,  the 
next  time  you  are  faced  with  the 
choice — do  I  do  what  I  am  used  to 
or  do  I  try  something  new? — 
choose  to  take  the  new  road!  It  is 
your  turn  to  experience  excellence 
and  change  the  world — and  first, 
you  must  challenge  yourself  to 
grow. 

As  you  are  mastering  that  art  of 
growth,  I  say,  along  with  that, 
make  sure  you  are  doing  what  is 
right. 

Achieving  personal  excellence 
and  choosing  to  do  what  is  right 
begins  with  very  simple  things:  Do 
your  homework  every  night. 
Always  be  truthful.  Own  up  to  the 
things  you  do  wrong.  Say  "please," 
"thank  you"  and  "you're  wel- 
come." But  it  also  means  doing 
things  that  may  require  more 
effort  and  strength.  It  means  not 
substituting  physical  relationships 
for  love.  Being  sober  on  the  week- 
ends and  seeing  how  much  more 
fun  it  is.  Building  others'  confi- 
dence instead  of  bringing  them 


down.  Doing  what  is  right  means 
showing  compassion,  reaching  out 
and  helping  those  who  need  you 
more. 

There  was  a  girl  that  went  to 
my  high  school  named  Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth  had  a  syndrome  that 
slightly  stunted  her  growth  from 
birth  and  she  was  the  kind  of  per- 
son who  was  always  pretty  shy,  a 
little  awkward,  didn't  have  many 
friends.  However,  Elizabeth 
desired  to  be  no  different  than  any 
other  kid  our  age.  She  carried  her 
own  books,  went  to  regular  class- 
es, shopped  at  the  mall  and  even 
walked  home  from  school.  Every 
day,  I  would  see  her  as  I  left  for 
lunch  and  passed  through  a  hall- 
way. It  was  a  day  in  spring  when, 
as  usual,  I  rounded  the  corner  and 
saw  Elizabeth.  I  watched  as  she 
trudged  through  the  masses  of 
people  hurrying  to  get  to  their 
vehicles  outside  and  I  also  saw  a 
group  of  girls  walk  by  Elizabeth 
and  accidentally  knock  the  books 
out  of  her  hands. 

I  sat  in  amazement  as  those 
girls,  instead  of  helping  her  pick 


that  was  the  end  of  it.  It  was  a 
small  deed,  but  it  enabled  me  to 
see  the  incredible  power  of  com- 
passion. To  help  a  fellow  human 
being  who  needs  it,  to  reach  out  a 
hand  to  someone,  to  show  com- 
passion— that  is  doing  what  is 
right. 

Think  about  it.  Do  you  give  to 
those  who  truly  need  it,  or  do  you 
simply  hope  that  someone  else 
will?  Do  you  help  people  pick  up 
their  books  that  are  scattered  in 
the  hallway,  or  do  you  look  away 
and  walk  past?  Do  you  befriend 
those  who  may  be  lonely,  or  do 
you  leave  that  to  others? 

FFA  members,  it's  your  turn  to 
do  what  is  right.  This  world  can 
be  changed  if  each  of  us  makes 
solid  choices  based  on  compassion 
and  truth.  Turn  away  from  the 
easy  route — instead,  challenge 
yourself  to  grow  by  always  doing 
the  right  thing. 

Earlier,  I  told  you  how  my 
brother  and  I  would  argue  and 
fight  for  it  to  be  our  turn.  Well, 
you  don't  have  to  even  go  there — 
the  battle's  already  won  if  you 
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FFA  members,  you  are  in  the 
front  seat  of  life  at  this  very 
moment.  Your  hands  are  on 
the  dials  and  you  have  the 
power  to  create  change. 


the  books  up,  just  giggled, 
shrugged  their  shoulders  and 
walked  off.  It  would  have  been 
easy  to  pass  this  by.  I  mean,  she 
was  eventually  going  to  get  them 
all  picked  up,  but  I  realized  then 
that  to  do  what  was  right,  I  had  to 
charge  into  the  middle  of  the  hall- 
way, fall  to  my  knees  and  help 
Elizabeth  pick  up  her  books.  I  was 
slightly  melodramatic  about  it  all 
and  there  were  all  kinds  of  people 
that  saw  me  fly  to  the  ground  in  a 
jammed  hallway,  but  what  mat- 
tered more — the  momentary  opin- 
ions of  some  or  the  lasting  change 
that  kindness  and  compassion  can 
make  on  someone  who  doesn't 
receive  it  often?  Elizabeth  quietly 
thanked  me  for  helping  her  and 


choose  to  let  it  be.  You've  GOT 
to  realize  that  right  now,  it  is  your 
turn.  It's  your  chance  to  excel! 
Remember  that  striving  for  per- 
sonal excellence  takes  two  things: 
Challenging  yourself  to  continual- 
ly grow,  and  always  doing  what  is 
right. 

FFA  members,  you  are  in  the 
front  seat  of  life  at  this  very 
moment.  Your  hands  are  on  the 
dials  and  you  have  the  power  to 
create  change.  This  world  will  be 
a  better  place  because  of  you. 
Change  can  be  created  one  person 
at  a  time.  Strive  to  excel,  take 
chances  and  show  compassion. 
The  time  is  now!  You  can  change 
the  world  because  IT  IS  YOUR 
TURN! 
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Convention  Speakers 

^jJ    Rick  Pitino 

Rick  Pitino,  University  of  Louisville  men's  basketball 
head  coach,  delivered  a  message  about  reaching 
success  through  setting  demanding  goals  and 
believing  in  yourself.  Pitino's  appearance  was 
sponsored  by  the  Greater  Louisville  Convention  and 
Visitors  Bureau,  Kentucky  State  Fair  Board  and 
University  of  Louisville  as  a  special  project  of  the 
National  FFA  Foundation. 


Rulon  Gardner 

U.S.  Olympic  gold  medalist 
Rulon  Gardner  shared  his 
message  of  perseverance  and 
leadership  during  the  opening 
session.  Gardner's  appearance 
was  sponsored  by 
Westfalia*Surge  Inc.  as  a  special 
project  of  the  National  FFA 
Foundation. 
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Convention  Speakers 


Mamie 
McCullough 

Motivational  speaker  Mamie 
McCullough,  a  former 
colleague  of  Zig  Ziglar,  inspired 
members  with  life-changing 
principles  on  reaching  their 
personal  best. 


Baxter  Black 

Cowboy  poet  and  former  chapter  FFA  president  Baxter  Black 
shared  his  gift  of  poetry  with  convention  attendees.  He  had 
members  laughing  with  his  rhyming  stories. 


Dr.  Rick  Rigsby 

Dr.  Rick  Rigsby,  character  development 
coach  for  the  Texas  A&M  Aggies  football 
team,  minister  and  motivational  speaker, 
encouraged  FFA  members  to  live  a  life  of 
integrity.  He  had  the  audience  laughing 
and  crying  during  his  powerful  message. 
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Retiring  Address 
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I'm  in  a  hurry  to  get  things  done, 

Oh  1  rush  and  rush  until  life's  no  fun. 

All  I  really  gotta  do  is  live  and  die , 

But  I'm  in  a  hurry  and  don't  know 
why. 


Robin  Niehaus,  Secretary 

Third  Convention  Session 

A  Time  to  Give 


I  just  love  to  sing.  My  friends 
and  teammates  would  tell  you  that 
I  hurst  into  random  song  at  any 
given  moment,  hut  there  was  a 
time  when  that  wasn't  true.  Earlier 
this  year,  my  best  friend  told  me 
that  she  missed  hearing  those  ran- 
dom songs.  Boy,  that  stopped  me 
in  my  tracks!  I  couldn't  remember 
the  last  time  I  had  just  sung  for 
fun.  I  had  let  myself  get  in  such  a 
hurry  that  it  was  no  longer  a  part 
of  my  daily  life. 

There  have  been  times  this  year 
when  I  wondered  how  I  would  fin- 
ish those  thank-you  letters,  pre- 
pare my  next  speech,  write  my 
convention  scripts  by  the  deadline 
and  keep  up  with  the  great  FFA 
members  I  met  throughout  the 
year.  In  fact,  there  were  times  I  let 
my  busy  schedule  prevent  me  from 
calling  my  best  friends,  reading  the 
Bible,  journaling  or  even  telling 
my  family  I  love  them. 

You  know,  we  all  fill  our  lives 
with  responsibilities  and  activities 
that  keep  us  busy.  We  keep  one 
eye  on  the  clock  and  the  other  on 
the  next  task  on  our  to-do  list.  A 
day  in  the  life  of  an  FFA  member 
might  look  like  this:  get  up  early 
to  feed  the  livestock,  go  to  school, 
attend  football  or  cross-country 
practice,  shower  in  the  locker 
room,  practice  with  the  FFA  chap- 
ter's parliamentary  procedure  team, 
stop  by  choir  rehearsal,  head  home 
to  grab  a  quick  bite  to  eat,  finish 
up  homework  and  go  to  bed.  Or, 
busy  could  have  a  whole  other 
meaning  for  some  people.  "The 
Simpsons"  at  5:00,  "Friends" 


reruns  at  6:00,  dinner 
at  7:00,  video  games  at 
8:00,  "ER"  at  9:00  and 
then  phone  calls  until 
it's  time  to  hit  the  hay! 

Even  right  now,  as 
you're  sitting  at  an 
electrifying  conven- 
tion, I  bet  you're  think- 
ing about  the  many 
other  things  you  could 
be  doing  with  your 
time.  And  no  matter 
how  we  put  it,  it  never 
seems  that  we  have 
enough  minutes  in  the 
day  to  get  everything 
done! 

So  where  does  the 
solution  lie?  Is  it  in 
focusing  on  the  prob- 
lem? I'm  not  so  sure.  Focusing  on 
the  fact  that  we're  so  busy  just 
leads  to  frustration  and  gives  us 
permission  to  neglect  others.  If 
that's  the  case,  we  may  be  left  to 
do  a  victory  dance  all  by  ourselves 
when  we  reach  success!  Imagine 
celebrating  the  greatest  accom- 
plishment of  your  life... by  yourself. 
It's  no  fun!  But  you  can  make  sure 
you  never  celebrate  alone. 

How,  you  ask?  Well,  I  say  it's 
time  to  stop  the  clock — get  rid  of 
the  busy  barrier.  Then,  we  will 
turn  the  hands — learn  to  give  for 
the  right  reasons. 

So  what  do  I  mean  when  I  say 
we  need  to  stop  the  clock?  Every 
one  of  us  can  make  a  difference. 
We  don't  always  hear  the  call, 
though,  because  our  focus  is  only 
on  our  own  goals  and  needs.  So 
when  something  unexpected 
comes  along,  we  often  use  the 
excuse,  I'm  too  busy.  You  know,  I 
think  we  should  just  throw  that 
word  out  of  our  vocabulary. 
Talking  about  how  busy  we  are 
implies  that  we  think  we're  busier 
than  everyone  around  us.  We  all 
have  a  lot  on  our  plates,  and  that 
busy  barrier  is  simply  an  excuse  to 
keep  focusing  on  ourselves. 

I've  noticed  that  even  if  our 
words  don't  say  we're  too  busy,  our 
actions  often  do.  Think  about  the 


way  we  use  our  cell  phones.  We 
leave  them  on  all  the  time,  and  we 
feel  oh-so-popular  whenever  we 
get  a  call,  even  if  it  interrupts  the 
time  we  are  spending  with  our 
friends.  Unless  it  is  an  emergency, 
phone  conversations  can  usually 
wait,  but  the  time  we  spend  with 
people  is  irreplaceable.  The  most 
important  people  right  now  are 
the  ones  with  you  right  now.  Take 
time  for  them. 

Many  FFA  members  live  that 
example.  When  I  was  in  Alaska,  I 
met  an  FFA  member  named 
Jessica.  She  served  as  the  Palmer 
FFA  Chapter  President,  and  peo- 
ple respected  her — not  because  she 
demanded  their  time,  but  because 
she  gave  of  her  own  as  she  fixed 
the  other  girls'  hair  and  listened 
compassionately  to  their  ideas. 
Kyle  is  an  FFA  member  from 
Spencer,  Wisconsin,  who  leads  his 
chapter  in  their  PALS  program.  It 
seems  that  the  more  time  he  gives 
to  the  younger  students,  the  more 
joy  he  finds  for  himself. 

When  I  was  in  Maine,  everyone 
made  me  feel  like  part  of  the  fami- 
ly. In  that  state,  the  sun  peeks  over 
the  horizon  before  any  other  state 
in  the  lower  48.  I  have  always 
wanted  to  witness  that  beauty,  and 
earlier  this  year,  FFA  members 
made  that  possible.  I  got  up 
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around  2:30,  and  Jordan  from  the  Mars 
Hill  FFA  Chapter  called  my  cell  phone 
to  make  sure  I  was  awake.  He  continued 
to  call  everyone  in  the  group  that  morn- 
ing, and  at  3:30  a.m.,  Deidre  and  Randi 
arrived  at  my  hotel  to  pick  me  up.  We 
drove  to  Mars  Hill  Mountain,  where  the 
guys  met  us  for  our  drive  to  the  top. 
Once  we  reached  the  summit,  the  view 
was  incredible. 

As  the  sun  rose,  I  was  amazed  by  its 
beauty,  but  more  than  anything,  by  the 
generosity  of  my  new  friends.  They  could 
have  said  they  were  too  busy,  but  instead, 
they  gave  several  hours  of  sleep  before  a 
full  day  of  school,  not  to  mention  the 
time  they  had  taken  to  arrange  the  trip! 
Just  as  the  rising  sun  represents  a  new  era 
in  agriculture,  Jordan  and  Deidre  repre- 
sent an  era  in  which  we  don't  care  about 
what  we  get,  but  what  we  give. 

We  can  play  the  busy  game  all  we 
want  to,  but  we'll  find  frustration  as 
often  as  we  find  success.  We  must  each 
break  through  the  barriers  that  keep  us 
from  experiencing  life  to  its  fullest.  We 
must  each  live  without  ever  complaining 
of  our  busy  schedules.  We  must  each  stop 
the  clock  to  look  at  what  fills  our  days. 
Take  out  all  the  stuff  that  doesn't  really 
matter  and  make  the  most  of  your  time. 

Once  we  stop  the  clock,  we  must  learn 
to  turn  the  hands.  It  is  then  that  we  will 
find  a  limitless  world  of  joy  as  we  turn 
our  focus  away  from  ourselves. 

Philippians  2:3  says,  "Do  nothing  out 
of  selfish  ambition  or  vain  conceit,  but 
in  all  things  consider  others  better  than 
yourselves."  Giving  means  making  a  true 
sacrifice,  with  no  expectation  of  repay- 
ment. We  all  have  a  precious  commodity 
called  time,  and  sharing  our  time  with 
others  can  make  a  tremendous  differ- 
ence. Can  you  change  a  person's  day  by 
giving  them  one  second?  Absolutely!  You 
could  use  that  one  second  to  share  a 
smile  or  hug  to  reassure  someone  that 
they  are  cared  for.  What  about  a  minute? 
That's  all  the  time  it  takes  for  you  to  ask 
the  cashier  about  her  day  or  to  thank 
your  school  janitor  for  doing  such  a  great 
job.  In  minutes,  you  can  write  an  e-mail 
or  letter  to  a  friend  who  had  a  bad  day. 
In  half  an  hour,  you  can  tutor  someone 
in  math,  or  help  a  freshman  with  the 
FFA  creed.  When  we  give  our  time  to 
others,  the  difference  made  is  immeasur- 
able. 

Just  three  years  ago,  my  life  was 
changed  in  one  simple  minute.  The  year 
was  1999,  and  I  was  sitting  on  stage  at 
the  Illinois  State  FFA  Convention,  one 
step  away  from  experiencing  a  dream  I'd 
had  since  my  freshman  year  of  high 


school.  Many  times  I  had  wondered  if  I 
would  ever  be  sitting  on  this  stage,  but 
that  night  I  looked  around  to  realize  I 
was  a  state  officer  candidate,  and  if  I  was 
elected,  I  would  only  be  the  second  state 
officer  in  the  last  50  years  who  had  not 
been  a  section  president. 

The  election  of  the  office  I  really 
wanted  was  next.  I  was  running  through 
my  campaign  speech  in  my  head.  Pride  is 
a  personal  commitment.  It  is  an  attitude 
that  separates  excellence  from  mediocrity.  It 
is  that  ingredient  which  inspires  us  not  to  get 
ahead  of  others ,  but  rather  to  get  ahead  of 
ourselves .  Gosh,  I  hope  I  can  show  the 
delegates  how  much  I  want  to  serve 
them  as  a  state  officer. 

Suddenly,  I  heard  one  of  the  other 
candidates  use  my  favorite  quote  in  his 
one-minute  speech.  I  listened  intently  to 
see  where  he  was  taking  his  message 
when  I  realized  that  he  was  talking 
about  me  in  his  speech.  "I  appreciate 
your  support,"  he  said,  "but  I  am  asking 
you  not  to  vote  for  me,  and  to  turn  that 
support  to  Robin  Niehaus  for  State 
Reporter." 

Silence.  A  buzz  started  through  the 
crowd.  I  remember  thinking,  Did  that 
really  just  happen!  Why  me?  How  could 
Adam  believe  in  me  so  much  that  he  would 
sacrifice  his  own  dream  so  1  could  reach 
mine?  In  my  surprise,  I  could  hardly  stop 
the  tears  from  streaming  down  my  face, 
but  when  it  was  finally  my  turn  at  the 
microphone,  I  felt  a  new  surge  of  confi- 
dence. This  wasn't  just  for  FFA  members 
and  myself.  This  was  for  Adam,  too. 

That  night  when  my  name  was  called 
as  the  new  State  FFA  Reporter,  Adam 
gave  me  a  huge  hug  before  I  could  run 
out  on  stage.  The  next  hours  were  filled 
with  tears  and  hugs  from  many  friends, 
but  the  most  joyful  celebration  I  experi- 
enced was  with  Adam,  even  though  he 
wasn't  elected.  I  had  achieved  my  dream 
that  night,  but  the  greatest  victory  was 
the  example  of  selfless  giving  that  Adam 
showed  when  he  turned  his  focus  away 
from  himself  for  just  one  minute. 

Adam's  selfless  attitude  has  sometimes 
made  me  wonder  if  the  right  person  was 
really  elected  that  night.  I  was  there  to 
serve,  but  I  was  also  selfish  in  focusing 
on  my  dream  to  become  a  state  officer. 
Adam,  however,  put  aside  his  personal 
desires  in  order  to  do  what  he  thought 
was  right  for  the  whole  association.  His 
selfless  gift  changed  my  life  forever,  and 
it  is  a  constant  motivation  for  me  to 
serve  others  passionately. 

Just  as  Adam  Viall's  one  minute  on 
stage  made  an  instant  difference  in  my 
life,  we  all  have  that  same  opportunity 


to  help  others  every  day.  In  one  second, 
you  could  take  the  keys  away  from  a 
drunk  driver  to  prevent  an  accident.  You 
and  your  friends  can  spend  hours  having 
fun  without  drugs  and  alcohol.  Or  in 
just  a  few  minutes  you  could  show  some- 
one that  they  are  valued  and  accepted 
without  having  to  engage  in  premarital 
sex. 

The  reward  for  giving  is  a  changed 
life.  We  may  not  hear  a  "thank  you"  or 
receive  credit  for  what  we  do,  but  the 
true  beauty  of  giving  lies  in  the  joy  of 
seeing  someone  shine.  Mary  C.  Crowley 
once  said,  "Give  for  the  joy  of  giving — if 
you  only  'give  to  get,'  you  are  not  giving, 
but  only  trading." 

Let's  think  about  the  difference 
between  giving  to  get  and  giving 
selflessly.  When  you  give  a  compliment, 
are  you  satisfied  if  you  don't  receive  one 
in  return?  Do  you  wait  for  a  thank  you 
before  you'll  share  your  time  and  talents 
with  the  same  person  twice?  Are  you 
running  for  an  office  for  the  title  or 
because  you  sincerely  desire  to  help  your 
chapter? 

Next  time  you  offer  a  word  of  encour- 
agement, be  content  with  a  sparkle  in 
the  eye.  You  may  have  changed  some- 
one's life,  but  they  don't  owe  you  any- 
thing to  prove  it.  When  someone  hurts 
you,  GIVE  forgiveness  instead  of  holding 
a  grudge.  Rejoice  when  your  competition 
succeeds  and  when  others  get  the  glory. 
It  doesn't  matter  who  makes  the  differ- 
ence, but  that  the  difference  is  made. 

None  of  us  is  too  busy  to  help  those 
around  us.  It  breaks  my  heart  to  walk 
through  the  hallways  of  our  schools  and 
hear  destructive  remarks.  Imagine  how 
much  different  our  world  would  be  if  we 
used  the  time  we  normally  spent  tearing 
others  down  to  build  them  up  instead. 
We  must  turn  the  hands  on  the  clock 
from  a  time  of  self-focus  to  a  time  of 
selfless  service.  Turn  your  hands  away 
from  yourself  and  toward  the  world 
around  you. 

Earlier  I  shared  with  you  how  I  had 
lost  some  of  the  joy  in  life  by  singing  to 
my  heart's  content.  We  all  realized  that 
we  get  wrapped  up  in  the  busy  things  of 
life.  Well,  guess  what.  That  doesn't  have 
to  happen  anymore  because,  FFA  mem- 
bers, it's  time!  It's  time  to  stop  the  clock 
and  turn  the  hands.  It's  time  to  break 
the  busy  barrier.  Take  time  for  what  real- 
ly matters  in  your  life.  It's  time  to  look 
beyond  our  selfish  desires.  Remember 
the  lasting  impact  you  can  make  when 
you  focus  on  helping  others.  It's  your 
chance  to  make  a  difference!  FFA  mem- 
bers, it  is  time  to  give! 
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Retiring  Address 


As  a  little  girl,  I  loved  the 
spotlight!  In  the  evenings,  I  would 
put  on  my  blue  and  black  gymnas- 
tics leotard,  grab  my  purple  mat 
and  head  out  to  our  living  room 
for  another  incredible  perform- 
ance. I  just  knew  that  my  family 
loved  my  somersaults,  cartwheels 
and  other  miraculous  moves.  I 

Amber  Haugland,  Central 
Region  Vice  President 

Fifth  Convention  Session 

I  Can! 

would  tumble  around  on  our 
brown  carpet  and  then  throw  my 
hands  into  the  air  (ta-da!),  which 
signified  that  my  routine  was  over 
and  I  was  waiting  for  my  family  to 
applaud.  Usually  at  this  point,  my 
brothers  yelled  and  booed,  and  my 
parents  gave  me  scattered 
applause.  Regardless  of  their 
response,  I  would  look  over  at  my 
reflection  in  the  living  room  win- 
dow and  think,  "Wow,  I'm  a  gym- 
nast! And  someday  it's  going  to  be 
me  winning  that  gold  medal. 

"Someday!" 

A  year  later,  I  received  my  very 
own  red  and  yellow  microphone 
machine!  I  had  written  several 
songs,  using  my  plastic  guitar  and 
coffee  cans  for  a  drum  set.  Now  I 
could  put  together  full  live  per- 
formances. It  would  no  longer  just 
be  me  in  my  leotard — I'd  have 
music  this  time!!  I  was  ready  to 
claim  the  spotlight  with  class.  So 
when  Christmas  came  around,  I 
organized  my  world-famous  recital. 
I  designed  programs,  made  refresh- 
ments and  drew  up  seating 
arrangements.  I  took  the  front  and 
sang  my  solo  with  gusto.  Someday 
I  would  be  on  stage,  singing  to 
thousands,  hearing  everyone  cheer 
my  name.  Someday. 

I  loved  that  spotlight.  As  an 
entertainer,  I  loved  putting  smiles 
on  faces  and  seeing  genuine  hap- 
piness. I  began  to  discover  that  I 
enjoyed  the  reactions  of  others 
better  than  actually  performing.  It 
became  like  an  addiction.  How 


can  I  get  more  of  this? 
My  natural  instinct, 
and  of  course  my  ego, 
told  me  to  perform 
more — get  an  agent! 
But  I  started  to  ask 
myself  the  tough  ques- 
tions. Do  I  always  have 
to  be  center  stage  to 
create  that  feeling?  Is  it 
always  a  performance 
that  brings  happiness 
and  change  to  others? 
How  could  I  turn  the 
spotlight  to  those 
around  me  and  impact 
their  lives? 

So,  I  answered  those 
questions  at  age  6  and 
decided  that  my  solu- 
tion was  to  change  the 
world.  Call  it  what  you  like,  I 
became  a  tornado,  a  whirlwind,  a 
one-woman  crusade.  I  just  wanted 
to  help  people  and  make  them 
happy.  Over  the  years,  my  method 
has  changed,  but  my  mission 
remains  the  same:  I  just  want  to 
make  a  difference. 

At  age  7,  I  thought  I  could  do 
this  by  winning  the  crown  of  Miss 
Teen  North  Dakota  and  putting 
on  seminars.  At  age  11,1  thought 
I  could  be  a  basketball  superstar 
who  served  as  a  role  model.  But 
today,  I  know  that  the  easiest  way 
to  make  that  difference  is  to  sim- 
ply be  a  light  to  others,  using 
three  basic  elements:  I  can 
because  of  who  I  am,  what  I  value, 
and  what  I  do.  Discovering  those 
taught  me  not  only  how  to  shine 
my  light  on  others,  but  how  to 
help  them  find  their  own  light  as 
well — the  kind  that  blazes  within 
a  heart  and  has  the  power  to  set 
our  world  on  fire! 

Yes,  at  6  yeats  old,  I  was  an 
attention  hog  and  total  crusader. 
But  as  I  grew  older,  I  soon  discov- 
ered the  realities  of  our  world.  My 
distant  goals  were  far  too  lofty;  I  felt 
so  small  and  insignificant.  Suddenly 
reality  set  in.  No  longer  was  I  the 
hopeful-hearted  gymnast  and  star 
performer.  I  had  adopted  a  negative 
attitude  that  said,  "I  just  can't." 


During  piano  and  violin  les- 
sons, I'd  blow  up  when  I  hit  the 
wrong  notes.  "This  is  a  waste  of 
my  time!  I  just  can't  do  this!  I 
CANT!!"  I  would  use  this  phrase 
20  times  a  day.  When  something 
got  tough,  I  would  just  say,  "I 
can't!"  It  didn't  matter  if  it  was 
music,  school  or  sports;  my 
response  was,  "I  can't!" 

After  hearing  this  for  a  few 
weeks,  my  mom  retaliated  and 
created  my  "I  CAN." 

It  was  a  soup  can  surrounded 
by  construction  paper  with  an  eye 
on  it.  This  was  my  "eye  can"! 
Lame,  yes,  but  trust  me — it  made 
an  impact.  You  see,  every  time  I 
said  the  words  "I  can't,"  I  had  to 
put  a  quarter  into  this  can.  After  a 
week,  I  was  going  broke!  The 
money  was  piling  up,  mom  was 
getting  rich,  and  I  still  had  my  "I 
can't!"  attitude.  I  had  to  do  some- 
thing. .  .and  the  only  thing  to  do 
was  switch  my  thinking.  I  discov- 
ered that  I  did  have  talents  that 
were  of  value.  I  could  be  good  at 
music,  sports  and  school  if  I 
worked  hard  and  had  a  good  atti- 
tude. I  had  something  special.  I 
began  to  value  the  person  I  am 
and  learned  to  say,  "Yeah,  I  CAN 
because  of  who  I  am!" 

FFA  members,  do  you  need  to 
switch  your  thinking?  Do  you  find 
yourself  occasionally  saying,  "Oh 
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well,  I  just  can't"?  Maybe  it's  memorizing 
that  opening  ceremonies  part,  finishing 
a  project  that's  difficult,  sinking  your 
free  throws  or  getting  an  A  on  the  test. 
Don't  let  a  good  challenge  hold  you 
back!  No  matter  how  difficult  the  task, 
say,  "I  can  because  of  who  I  am!" 

Well,  years  went  by  and  I  began  to 
realize  that  an  "I  can"  attitude  wasn't 
the  only  important  thing.  Life  was  now 
much  more  complex.  As  I  entered  high 
school,  I  felt  pressure  to  fit  in.  I  wanted 
to  have  the  stylish  outfits,  the  nicest  car 
and  the  best  image.  I  thought  that 
STUFF  was  my  ticket  to  happiness. 

Well,  imagine  that  you  have  come 
home  to  find  that  your  house  has  burned 
to  the  ground  and  you  have  nothing  left. 
No  clothes,  trophies  or  pictures. 
Nothing!  All  that  stuff  that  seemed  so 
important  just  yesterday  gets  put  in  its 
place  pretty  quickly. 

My  family  had  just  completed  an  auc- 
tion in  Minot,  North  Dakota,  on 
September  26,  1999.  Before  the  two- 
hour  drive  home,  my  mom,  sister  and  I 
had  to  do  some  shopping  at  Target.  A 
neighbor  approached  us  in  the  aisle  and 
said,  "Girls,  I  need  to  talk  to  you.  Girls, 
your  house  burned  down  today." 
Immediately  tears  flowed  down  my  face. 
I  couldn't  believe  this  was  happening. 
We  were  in  a  state  of  shock. 

My  strong  and  poised  mother  said 
that  we  would  need  some  clothes.  We 
wouldn't  have  anything  when  we  got 
home,  so  we  needed  to  find  jeans,  shirts, 
socks,  underwear — everything.  That 
blasted  underwear  wall  seemed  to  stretch 
to  the  ceiling.  The  clothing  racks  filled 
with  shirts  and  pants  seemed  to  go  on 
for  miles.  It  was  all  so  overwhelming. 
Eventually  we  found  it  all,  checked  out 
and  headed  home.  That  was  the  longest 
trip  of  my  entire  life  as  we  drove  in  dis- 
belief, talking  and  praying  together.  As 
we  drove  closer,  we  could  smell  the 
smoke  and  see  the  lights  of  the  fire 
trucks.  The  flames  were  still  shooting 
into  the  night  sky.  Driving  into  the  yard, 
it  was  worse  than  I  could  have  imagined. 
There  was  nothing.  I  looked  to  find  the 
pool  table,  only  to  see  ashes.  My  bed- 
room was  completely  gone.  No  porcelain 
dolls,  no  family  pictures,  no  violin,  no 
Bible.  What  was  once  a  home  had  now 
settled  to  a  foot  of  ashes  on  the  ground. 

That  day,  I  felt  the  worst  feeling  in 
my  entire  life.  I  had  nothing.  I  felt  so 
empty  and  alone.  In  the  coming  days, 
we  sifted  through  the  ashes  to  try  to  find 
anything  we  could  salvage,  like  wedding 
rings  and  jewelry.  We  searched  for  a 
piece  of  home. 

My  sister  and  I  spent  time  going 


through  the  photo  albums  that  grandma 
kept.  We  needed  to  see  the  pictures  and 
remember.  As  we  looked  through  the 
books,  surrounded  by  family  and  friends, 
I  suddenly  realized  that  I  wasn't  empty 
and  alone;  I  had  all  that  I  needed.  I  had 
found  one  item  in  my  search,  my  symbol 
of  hope — an  unburned  cross.  I  had  my 
faith,  knowing  that  God  would  provide. 
I  looked  around  to  see  my  family  was 
healthy  and  taken  care  of.  That  day,  I 
discovered  that  you  could  have  it  all, 
even  though  you  may  have  nothing. 

The  next  week,  I  went  off  to  school 
wearing  hand-me-down  clothes  from 
family  friends  and  I  didn't  even  care 
what  my  classmates  would  say.  It  no 
longer  mattered.  Not  only  did  I  discover 
the  person  that  I  truly  am,  but  I  also 
found  what  it  is  that  I  value,  what's  real- 
ly important  in  my  life. 

What  is  it  that  you  value?  If  you  were 
to  lose  everything  you  owned,  would  you 
still  have  it  all?  Would  you  be  lacking 
nothing? 

You  see,  YOU  CAN  have  the  com- 
plete life — not  because  of  how  much  you 
accumulate,  but  because  of  who  you  are 
and  what  you  value. 

Hmmm,  I  don't  know  about  you,  but 
every  once  in  a  while,  I  like  to  move 
from  deep  thinking  to  lighter  thoughts 
that  don't  require  much  brainpower.  But 
occasionally,  my  brain  comes  along 
something  profound... like  words!  Do 
you  ever  sit  and  think  of  why  some 
words  are  the  way  they  are?  Like  how 
funny  they  sound?  Take  the  word  pocket. 
Pocket.  Put  this  in  your  pocket.  Which 
pocket?  The  back  pocket?  No,  your  front 
pocket.  Oh,  this  pocket.  No,  the  left 
pocket.  The  side  pocket?  Oh,  just  put  it 
in  yout  pocket!  Hot  pockets.  Pocket, 
pocket,  pocket.  Who  decided  that  the 
word  pocket  would  mean  what  it  does? 
Who  decides  the  definition  of  words? 

Don't  worry,  folks,  there  is  a  point 
here.  You  see,  there's  another  word  that  I 
wonder  about... s-u-c-c-e-s-s.  That  is  how 
you  spell  success.  Success!  The  word  suc- 
cess. The  definition  of  this  word  puzzles 
me.  Is  it  how  much  I  have  or  how  much 
I  give?  I've  come  to  believe  that  success 
isn't  just  about  how  much  a  person  accu- 
mulates, but  even  more... it's  about  a 
feeling.  The  times  that  I  feel  most  suc- 
cessful, most  valuable,  most  honored,  are 
when  I'm  giving  to  others  straight  from 
my  heart,  using  who  I  am  and  what  I 
value  to  make  their  lives  better. 

The  first  time  I  discovered  that  I 
could  do  just  that  was  through  a  volun- 
teer program  at  the  nursing  home,  where 
I  would  sing  and  talk  with  the  residents. 
One  of  the  residents,  Margaret,  just 


loved  it  when  my  mom  and  I  would 
visit.  I  remember  watching  Margaret's 
eyes  sparkle  and  her  face  soften  as  she 
heard  me  sing  the  words  of  an  old  gospel 
hymn.  As  a  tear  rolled  down  her  cheek, 
I  realized  that  this  was  no  longer  a  way 
that  I  could  simply  volunteer  and  give 
back.  No,  this  was  a  way  that  I  could  be 
a  friend  and  a  light  to  someone  else. 
And  suddenly,  I  felt  the  warmth  from 
that  light  too.  I  wanted  to  make  this 
success  a  habit.  From  that  point  on,  I 
couldn't  cover  up  my  light.  I  now  had  an 
inborn  responsibility  to  continue  to  let 
it  shine. 

A  few  years  back,  our  local  church 
started  the  Kids  in  the  Park  Bible  Club 
to  reach  out  and  show  God's  love  to 
children  in  our  community.  Many  of 
these  kids  came  from  poor  home  lives 
and  needed  to  see  that  someone  loved 
them.  I  became  a  crusader  for  this  cause! 
I  knew  that  I  could  make  a  difference 
because  of  who  I  am  and  what  I  value, 
but  now  I  found  that  I  could  make  a  dif- 
ference because  of  what  I  do.  So  I 
accepted  the  humble  position  of  Happy 
the  Clown,  which  required  me,  a  "cool" 
high  school  student,  to  act  silly  and 
goofy  to  reach  out  to  these  children.  At 
first,  I  was  extremely  uncomfortable 
walking  down  the  street  with  a  big  red 
smile  painted  from  ear  to  ear. 

But  I  will  never  forget  the  first  time 
the  kids  saw  Happy  the  Clown.  Their 
faces  lit  up  in  surprise.  They  felt  my 
compassion,  and  I  felt  the  love  behind 
their  genuine  hugs.  I  saw  the  impact  that 
I  could  have  as  a  friend  and  servant,  and 
I  quickly  set  my  ego  aside.  I  was  going  to 
shine  my  light  into  the  hearts  of  these 
children,  no  matter  what  the  cost. 

Today,  I  have  no  problem  making  a 
fool  of  myself  for  what  I  believe  in — 
because  it's  not  about  me.  It's  about 
what  I  can  do  for  the  greater  cause.  My 
greatest  hope  is  that  I  can  use  the  light 
that  burns  inside  of  me  to  be  a  faithful 
servant  and  friend,  shining  the  way  for 
others  to  follow. 

FFA  members,  I  have  found  that  I 
can  make  a  difference  because  of  what  I 
do  in  my  everyday  life... and  so  can  you! 
Let  your  actions,  words  and  deeds  be 
guided  by  your  values  and  by  the  person 
that  you  truly  are. 

From  a  little  girl  who  dreamt  of  own- 
ing the  spotlight  to  a  young  woman  who 
understands  the  power  of  a  beacon,  I 
have  come  to  discover  two  words  that 
have  changed  my  life  forever:  I  Can! 
They  have  allowed  me  to  figure  out  who 
I  am,  to  discover  what  I  value  in  life 
and,  ultimately,  to  see  how  I  can  make  a 
difference. 
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Retiring  Address 


Wow!  Imagine  what  it  would 
feel  like  to  be  fearless.  No  more 
fear  of  heights,  no  more  fear  of 
spiders  and  no  more  letting  your 
imagination  run  wild  thinking 
the  aliens  from  the  movie  "Signs" 
have  moved  into  your  home  and 
are  just  waiting  to  get  you. 

Elio  Chiarelli  Jr.,  Eastern 
Region  Vice  President 

Fourth  Convention  Session 

Fearless 

When  I  think  back  to  high 
school,  I  can  remember  some 
pretty  scary  moments.  You  know 
what  I'm  talking  about  trying  to 
fit  in,  asking  that  special  person 
out  for  the  first  time,  trying  to  get 
the  grades  that  you  and  your  par- 
ents want  you  to.  We  can  all 
think  of  times  when  we  wish  we 
were  a  little  more  fearless. 

There  was  one  place  in  high 
school,  though,  where  I  was  as 
comfortable  as  can  be.  Oh  yeah, 
biology  class  was  my  domain!  It 
didn't  matter  what  creature  we'd 
dissect  or  which  process  we'd  dis- 
cuss— everyone  wanted  me  in 
their  group! 

Finally,  at  the  end  of  my  sopho- 
more year,  I  was  so  excited  when 
our  biology  class  took  the  trip  of 
my  dreams  to  a  tropical  rain  for- 
est in  Belize. 

When  we  got  there,  our  guide 
told  us  about  some  things  to 
watch  out  for,  but  since  I  could 
tell  you  the  scientific  name  and 
habitat  of  each,  I  felt  the  conver- 
sation was  rather  frivolous. 
Nothing  I  couldn't  handle! 

That  first  night,  before  we  all 
headed  off  to  our  respective  cab- 
ins, our  guide  told  the  girls  that 
he  didn't  want  to  hear  any 
screams  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  unless  someone  was  about 
to  die.  He  did  not  say  much  to  us 
guys,  so  we  had  to  play  up  our 
true  masculinity,  just  a 
bit... laughing  as  we  said  to  the 
girls  in  an  oh-so-patronizing  tone, 
"Yeah,  girls,  you  better  watch  out 


for  those  insects  that 
like  to  crawl  into  bed 
with  you,  and  if  you 
need  anything,  you 
know  where  to  find  us 
in  the  manly  cabin!" 

We  all  finally  got 
into  our  bunks  and 
began  to  fall  asleep. 
Everything  inside  was 
silent,  and  outside  you 
could  hear  the  typical 
nightly  sounds  of  the 
tropical  rain  forest.  I 
began  dozing  off  into 
what  was  going  to  be  a 
peaceful  night's  sleep 
in  the  wilderness. 
Then  all  of  a  sudden, 
one  of  my  friends 
whispered  to  the  rest 
of  us,  "Guys... hey  guys... there  is 
something  crawling  on  the  wall. 
Get  a  flashlight!"  Just  then  the 
kid  below  my  hunk  started  shin- 
ing his  flashlight  around  the 
cabin  until  the  beam  finally 
focused  on  the  ceiling  right 
above  my  feet. 

There  it  was — the  biggest, 
meanest,  ugliest,  deadliest  scorpi- 
on God  and  man  has  ever  seen, 
and  it  was  just  above  me!  Oh,  did 
I  lose  it!  In  the  matter  of  a  sec- 
ond, Elio,  the  courageous,  adven- 
ture-seeking biologist,  became 
Elio,  the  terrified  sissy,  as  I  shot 
through  the  screen  door  and 
screamed  all  the  way  back  to  the 
main  cabin.  When  everyone 
came  out  to  see  what  was  going 
on,  there  I  stood  in  front  of  the 
whole  crew,  scared  out  of  my 
mind! 

The  rest  of  the  trip,  I  let  my 
fear  get  the  best  of  me  and  missed 
out  on  some  pretty  awesome  cav- 
ing and  hiking  trips  because  I 
thought  a  man-eating,  devil-drag- 
on scorpion  was  waiting  for  me. 
Of  course,  I  would  never  admit 
that  it  was  fear.  I  would  simply 
make  up  excuses  such  as,  "Ah,  I 
am  too  tired  to  go  with  you  guys. 
You  can  go  ahead  without  me." 
Or  "Oh,  I  already  have  some 
things  planned  this  afternoon." 


That  trip,  I  was  anything  but 
fearless! 

So  today,  you  and  I  are  on  a 
mission  together,  a  mission  to 
become  fearless.  This  journey 
reminds  me  of  that  game  where 
you  tried  to  get  someone  to  guess 
something  by  saying  "You're  get- 
ting warmer"  or  "You're  getting 
colder."  The  colder  we  get,  the 
farther  we  are  from  being  "fear- 
less." So  all  we  have  to  do  is  stay 
warm.  It's  as  simple  as  child's 
play,  really.  Yeah,  right.  You  and  I 
both  know  that  living  without 
fear  is  difficult. 

So,  let's  start  recognizing  how 
we  become  frozen.  I  had  a  friend 
in  school  that  was  in  this  exact 
situation.  He  had  the  world  by 
the  tail,  so  to  speak.  He  was  good 
at  sports,  very  popular  among  his 
peers  and  great  in  class.  But  once 
he  reached  that  point  in  his  life, 
he  just  seemed  to  stop  —  there 
was  no  more  growth.  Actually,  he 
started  becoming  arrogant  to  his 
peers  and  began  to  lose  focus  on 
what  really  mattered. 

Let's  explore  the  feelings  that 
had  come  along  with  his  success, 
and  many  times  our  own.  There 
was  satisfaction,  pride,  accom- 
plishment and  honor!  But  soon 
there  came  worry.  Worry  that  if 
he  would  grow  or  change,  he 
would  no  longer  be  good  enough; 
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worry  that  he  would  not  live  up  to  oth- 
ers' expectations;  and  worry  that  he 
might  have  a  bad  game.  I'm  sure  to 
him,  it  just  seemed  easier  to  pretend  he 
had  it  all  together.  He  hid  his  fears. 
This  is  when  the  freezing  process 
began. 

Have  you  ever  had  some  of  these  same 
feelings  in  your  life  ?  What  if  you  actually 
told  people  your  fears,  asked  for  help  in 
reaching  success  and  then  gave  yourself 
permission  to  try  -  even  if  it  meant  you 
might  fail?  Sounds  scary,  huh? 

What  is  even  more  scary  is  sometimes 
we  become  frozen  before  we  even  realize 
it,  and  then  we  begin  to  actually  "live 
within  the  ice"  itself.  There  was  a  time 
during  elementary  school  that  I  was 
clearly  "living  within  the  ice."  Ah,  it 
was  second  grade... you  know,  times  of 
coloring  books,  recess  and  my  personal 
favorite — afternoon  snacks.  Life  was 
grand,  at  least  for  most  second-graders. 
But  me,  I  had  a  deep  dark  secret  that  I 
lived  with  every  day  as  a  child. 

I  never  really  wanted  to  reveal  or 
admit  it,  but... I  was  not  a  normal  kid.  I 
had  some  of  the  weirdest  white  chicken 
legs  anyone  has  ever  seen!  I  can 
remember  going  shopping  with  my 
mother  for  back-to-school  clothes  that 
summer.  I  avoided  the  shorts  racks  like 
they  were  the  black  plague.  When  we 
got  home,  I  was  so  relieved.  Yes,  I  made 
it  another  year  with  no  shorts  and  my 
mother  did  not  even  notice! 

However,  within  the  next  few  days, 
my  mother,  being  the  thoughtful  person 
she  is,  decided  to  buy  a  few  extra  gifts 
for  me  before  I  went  back  to  school — 
and  yep,  you  got  it,  they  were  all 
shorts!  I  was  devastated!  I  could  not 
believe  I  had  to  go  back  to  school  the 
next  day  and  wear  those... those... 
shorts!  And  they  were  not  even  shorts; 
they  were  more  like  colored  underwear 
or  something. 

The  next  day,  I  was  thinking  to 
myself,  "What  am  I  going  to  do?"  I 
couldn't  let  my  mother  know  I  was 
embarrassed  about  my  legs — that  was 
childish.  So,  I  did  the  best  thing  my  lit- 
tle second-grade  brain  could  come  up 
with — I  lied.  "Uh,  mom,  I  can't  find 
those  shorts... and  besides,  they  don't  fit 
anyway."  Well,  that  lasted  a  whole  10 
seconds  until  my  mom  went  into  my 
room  and  saw  that  I  had  stuffed  them 
all  under  my  dresser.  She  was  not 
pleased. 

So,  I  bit  the  bullet,  put  on  those 
shorts  and  went  to  school.  I  was  so 
nervous  walking  down  those  halls.  I 
just  knew  I  was  coming  down  with  a 
fever... no  chicken  pox... yeah,  they 


would  certainly  send  me  home  with  the 
chicken  pox!  But  when  the  nurse  sent 
me  back  to  class  and  no  one  made  fun 
of  my  legs,  I  realized,  to  my  surprise, 
that  the  whole  world  did  not  revolve 
around  the  fact  that  I  had  white  chick- 
en legs.  Woo  hoo! 

I  was  a  new  man!  I  could  wear  shorts 
and  feel  good  about  it.  And  from  that 
day  on,  I  was  the  shorts  king!  The  only 
thing  I  had  to  do  was  break  my  fear  and 
get  out  of  that  ice! 

When  we  are  frozen  in  fear  of  being 
perceived  as  inadequate,  we  begin  to  do 
things  we  would  not  normally  do.  We 
begin  to  think  in  a  different  way,  a  way 
that  almost  justifies  our  actions  in  our 
own  minds  without  regard  for  the  con- 
sequences. Fortunately,  in  the  example 
I  gave  above,  no  one  was  really  hurt 
and  the  stakes  were  pretty  small.  But 
think  about  what  happens  as  time  goes 
on  and  our  fears  become  bigger.  The 
results  can  be  far  more  costly. 

Why  do  we  stay  within  that  ice? 
Maybe  it  is  because  we  fear  facing  life 
alone.  For  fear  of  not  fitting  in,  we  take 
drugs.  For  fear  of  standing  out,  we  drink 
alcohol.  For  fear  of  not  being  accepted, 
we  buy  and  wear  the  "right"  clothes. 
For  fear  of  appearing  small,  we  join  in 
on  the  ridicule  of  others.  For  fear  of  not 
being  loved,  we  will  do  almost  anything 
to  win  others  over. 

The  joys  and  miracles  of  life  are  not 
about  the  clothes  we  wear,  the  car  we 
drive  or  how  many  CDs  we  own.  Stand 
up  for  what  you  believe  in  and  who  you 
are.  Don't  accept  mediocrity  in  your 
life.  Only  then  can  you  begin  to  experi- 
ence life — unfrozen. 

What  an  amazing  experience  it  is  to 
be  unfrozen  and  grow  without  fear. 
Breaking  the  ice  started  with  me  far 
before  I  ever  realized  that's  what  was 
happening — all  because  of  a  very  spe- 
cial individual  who  changed  my  life.  He 
helped  me  become  who  I  am  today.  He 
saw  a  spark  of  potential  inside  me  when 
I  first  entered  his  classroom,  and  he 
never  gave  up  on  me.  He  was  my  men- 
tor, my  ag  teacher,  and  more  important- 
ly, my  true  friend. 

He  was  often  heard  repeating  the 
quote:  "There  is  good,  better  and  best. 
Never  let  them  rest  until  the  good  is 
better,  and  the  better  is  the  best."  He 
always  reminded  us  of  the  six  P's  in  life: 
proper  prior  planning  prevents  a  poor 
performance.  He  spent  many  late  nights 
at  his  home  helping  me  work  on  my 
assignments,  coaching  me  for  competi- 
tion or  simply  chatting  with  me  about 
life.  I  knew  I  could  always  turn  to  him 
after  every  success  or  failure,  and 


together  we  grew  from  each  experience. 
I  may  not  have  always  been  his  best  stu- 
dent, but  as  I  said,  he  never  gave  up  on 
me. 

Even  after  he  had  fought  cancer  for 
several  months  and  retired  my  senior 
year,  he  always  found  the  extra  strength 
to  give  me  the  support  I  needed.  With 
every  passing  visit,  I  could  sense  his 
physical  strength  declining  and  his  spir- 
itual strength  reaching  its  crest. 

I  remember  that  very  last  time  I  saw 
him.  He  was  lying  in  bed  covered  with 
several  blankets.  It  was  right  before  I 
headed  down  to  convention  to  run  for 
national  office.  Just  before  I  left,  he 
grabbed  my  hand,  squeezed  it  as  hard  as 
he  could  and  said,  "The  way  you  deal 
with  challenges  will  show  your  true 
character.  Live,  Elio...live  as  if  today 
was  your  only  gift  left  on  Earth.  Never 
hide  behind  your  fears  because  fear  only 
brings  hesitation,  and  hesitation..." 
That  was  it — he  was  too  tired,  and  he 
never  finished  the  sentence. 

I  left  for  convention  the  next  day 
with  my  FFA  advisor  in  my  prayers  and 
his  words  of  wisdom  running  through 
my  head.  I  began  to  realize  that  my 
fears  of  not  getting  elected  were  ridicu- 
lous. If  my  goal  was  to  serve  FFA  mem- 
bers, then  I  needed  to  make  sure  I  did 
that,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  I  was 
a  national  officer.  Changing  the  focus 
of  my  life  to  not  hiding  behind  my  fears 
and  always  choosing  character  over 
convenience  was  one  of  the  greatest 
decisions  of  my  life. 

The  very  first  speech  I  ever  gave  as  a 
national  FFA  officer  was  the  eulogy  to 
the  man  that  put  me  on  this  stage.  I 
never  will  forget  those  words  of  wisdom 
he  left  with  me,  but  I  have  always  won- 
dered how  he  would  have  finished  that 
sentence.  I  think  he  would  have  ended 
his  sentence  by  saying,  "Hesitation  will 
only  leave  you  frozen."  What  will  hid- 
ing behind  your  fears  and  hesitation 
stop  you  from  accomplishing? 

FFA  members,  guests  and  advisors, 
take  control  of  your  fears! 

Smile  a  little  more  often.  Take  a 
chance  at  something  you  were  always 
afraid  to  do.  Try  out  for  that  team.  Run 
for  that  office.  Take  a  stand  for  what 
you  believe  in.  Love  all  people.  It's  up 
to  you.  Because  every  time  you  break 
your  fears,  you  will  feel  a  little  more 
alive.  The  next  time  that  feeling  of  fear 
stands  in  the  way  of  your  growth,  turn 
up  the  fire  and  passion  that  rests  deep 
within  you  and  crush  your  fear! 

It's  the  faith  within  your  heart  that 
will  allow  you  to  break  through  and 
become  fearless! 
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Retiring  Address 


For  the  past  five  years  of  my 
life,  I  have  been  lifting  weights, 
working  out  off  and  on.  There 
have  been  times  when  an  extreme- 
ly busy  schedule  or  an  injury  has 
slowed  me  down,  but  besides  that, 


Barrett  Keene,  Southern 
Region  vice  President 

Seventh  Convention 
Session 

The  Greatest  Workout  of  All 

I  have  worked  pretty  hard.  As  you 
can  tell,  despite  my  constant 
efforts,  I'm  not  exactly  achieving 
the  results  I  feel  I  should. 

I  have  probably  spent  over  a 
thousand  hours  in  the  gym  with 
the  hope  of  gaining  strength.  I 
have  always  envisioned  it  perfect- 
ly— I'd  weigh  190  pounds  and 
bench  press  250.  That  just  is  not 
happening.  Over  the  past  eight 
years,  I  have  gained  a  total  of  10 
pounds.  As  far  as  bench-pressing 
250,  most  grandmothers  would 
have  a  better  chance  of  doing  that 
than  I  ever  will. 

I  have  tried  everything — push- 
ups, pull-downs,  sit-ups,  throw- 
downs,  bench  press,  leg  press,  calf 
raises,  curls,  dips,  upright  rows  and 
downright  nasty  power  shakes — in 
search  of  the  perfect  workout  that 
would  swell  me  up  like  a  busted 
lip.  I  have  tried  it  all — all  with  the 
hope  of  gaining  strength.  And 
then  one  day  it  hit  me. ..the  great- 
est workout  of  all — standing! 

We  all  have  genetic  limitations 
on  what  we  can  and  cannot  do 
physically,  but  each  and  every  one 
of  us  has  complete  and  total  con- 
trol of  our  potential  to  develop  a 
strength  that  lasts  forever  when  we 
do  two  simple  things — stand  solid 
and  stand  strong. 

The  first  key  to  having  true 
strength  is  finding  a  solid  founda- 
tion to  stand  on.  Our  foundation 
should  he  something  immovable, 
unchanging.  Our  foundation  serves 
as  our  rock  and  our  stronghold  in  a 
life  filled  with  highs  and  lows. 


The  question  could 
be  asked,  Why  do  I 
even  need  a  founda- 
tion? Well,  I  don't 
know  about  you,  but  I 
am  definitely  not 
immovable.  In  fact, 
there  are  a  lot  of  times 
when  I  get  pretty  well 
shaken  up.  There  has 
been  a  time  or  20  when 
I  have  been  pretty 
lonely.  There  are  times 
when  I  am  burdened  by 
regret,  filled  with  self- 
doubt,  scared  by  the 
fear  of  the  unknown 
and  sometimes  I  get 
downright  sad. 
Regardless  of  how  large 
and  beautiful  a  house 
may  be,  without  a  solid  founda- 
tion, it  can  never  stand  even  the 
smallest  of  storms.  Our  lives  are 
the  same  way.  We  must  first  find  a 
solid  rock  to  be  our  foundation 
because  we  can  be  sure  that  the 
storms  will  come. 

When  I  was  a  small  child,  I 
heard  a  story  about  a  man  whose 
life  was  torn  apart,  but  he  stood 
solid  on  his  foundation  and  was 
able  to  overcome  tremendous  diffi- 
culty. His  name  was  Job.  Job  was  a 
remarkable  man  and  he  was 
blessed  with  everything  a  person 
could  ever  desire.  He  had  a  wife 
and  seven  loving  children,  along 
with  more  land,  animals  and  pos- 
sessions than  a  person  could  ever 
need.  He  was  respected  by  every- 
one and  loved  by  his  countless 
number  of  friends.  Job's  personal 
foundation  was  his  faith  in  God. 

Everything  in  Job's  life  was 
beautiful,  and  then  in  one  day,  his 
seemingly  perfect  world  came 
crashing  down.  In  a  matter  of 
moments,  Job  learned  that  all  of 
his  500  oxen,  3,000  camels  and 
7,000  sheep  were  either  slaugh- 
tered or  stolen.  Not  long  after,  Job 
discovered  that  all  of  his  herdsmen 
and  shepherds  had  been  murdered 
as  well.  Moments  later,  another 
messenger  informed  Job  that  all 
seven  of  his  children  had  died  in  a 


violent  storm.  The  children  Job 
had  raised,  cared  for  and  loved 
were  gone  in  an  instant.  The  work 
of  Job's  life,  all  of  his  material 
goods  and  his  family,  were  taken  in 
a  matter  of  moments. 

On  top  of  the  horrible  tragedy 
in  his  life,  Job  suffered  from  an 
excruciating  disease  that  left  him 
with  severe  blisters  from  the  bot- 
tom of  his  feet  to  the  top  of  his 
head.  The  people  Job  considered 
his  friends  deserted  him,  and  the 
people  in  his  town  laughed  and 
made  fun  of  him.  As  Job's  world 
came  crashing  down  around  him, 
when  it  seemed  he  had  nowhere  to 
go  and  no  one  to  turn  to,  Job 
dropped  to  his  knees  in  prayer. 
Even  at  the  lowest  time  in  his  life, 
Job  realized  that  he  didn't  need 
money,  wealth,  power  or  prestige. 
What  Job  truly  needed  was  to 
stand  solid  on  the  very  foundation 
of  his  life. 

I  cannot  even  begin  to  imagine 
the  pain  and  suffering  Job  endured. 
I  am  amazed  by  the  unbelievable 
strength  and  perseverance  Job's 
own  personal  foundation  gave 
him.  Months  later,  Job  spoke 
about  this  time  in  his  life.  He  said 
when  his  material  possessions  were 
gone  and  the  world  seemed  to 
abandon  him,  his  foundation  kept 
a  light  shining  above  his  head  in 
the  darkest  of  hours.  Job  knew  the 
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true  importance  of  having  a  rock-solid 
foundation  in  a  constantly  shaky  world. 

Have  you  ever  felt  like  Job?  Have  you 
ever  felt  as  though  your  world  was  falling 
in  around  you?  Has  it  ever  seemed  as 
though  you  were  all  alone  with  nowhere 
to  turn.7  Friends,  this  year,  being  away 
from  everything  that  was  home,  I  learned 
the  importance — no,  the  necessity — of 
having  a  firm  foundation  in  my  life. 

In  May  of  this  year,  I  began  allowing 
a  busy  schedule  to  keep  me  from  spend- 
ing time  with  God,  which  is  my  personal 
foundation.  In  the  process,  I  attempted 
to  rely  on  my  strength  alone.  Small 
things  that  would  have  never  bothered 
me  before  when  I  was  standing  solid  on 
my  foundation  would  get  me  all  upset.  I 
began  to  focus  on  the  imperfections  in 
other  people  instead  of  looking  for  the 
good  in  each  person.  Instead  of  having 
solid  ground  to  stand  on,  it  seemed  as 
though  every  step  I  took  bogged  me 
down  just  a  little  more.  I  realized  that 
when  I  chose  to  step  off  the  rock  of  my 
foundation,  the  strength  I  had  possessed 
faded  within  days. 

The  question  we  all  need  to  ask  our- 
selves is,  What  is  my  foundation?  Is  it 
your  own  personal  faith?  Is  it  your  fami- 
ly? What  is  the  source  of  stability  in 
your  life?  Maybe  it  is  more  than  one 
thing.  Take  a  moment  and  ask  yourself 
what  rock  you  will  stand  on  when 
storms  are  raging  in  your  life.  Whatever 
it  is,  stand  solid  on  your  foundation. 
Don't  step  off  your  rock  because,  regard- 
less of  how  physically  strong  we  are,  the 
foundation  we  choose  is  the  beginning 
point  of  our  emotional  and  spiritual 
strength. 

Once  we  have  a  foundation  on  which 
we  can  stand  solid,  the  next  step  is  to 
stand  strong  in  the  life  we  lead.  One 
problem  with  lifting  weights  is  that  a 
person  can  lift  weights  for  years  and 
build  up  physical  strength,  but  over  time, 
without  working  out,  that  strength  will 
fade. 

Well,  I  have  some  good  news.  To 
have  a  strength  that  will  last  forever,  we 
don't  have  to  bench-press  a  small  ele- 
phant. We  don't  even  have  to  do  a  single 
push-up.  All  we  have  to  do  is  work  our 
most  important  muscle  by  making  a  deci- 
sion in  our  heart  to  stand  strong  with 
character. 

Character  is  not  about  doing  good  so 
others  might  see  just  how  wonderful  we 
are.  Character  is  also  not  about  doing 
something  we  know  is  wrong  so  others 
will  see  just  how  cool  we  are.  The  basic 
definition  of  character  is  doing  what  is 
right,  regardless  of  the  consequences — 


not  once  a  day,  not  twice  a  week,  but 
every  single  time  we  are  faced  with  a 
decision  in  life. 

Character  allows  us  to  live  a  life  of 
integrity  where  our  thoughts  and  our 
words  match  up  with  our  actions  at  all 
times.  It  allows  us  to  be  who  we  truly  are 
and  not  who  the  world  around  us  tells  us 
we  should  be.  When  we  live  with  char- 
acter, we  give  love  and  compassion  to  all 
people,  not  just  those  we  feel  deserve  it. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  met  an  FFA  mem- 
ber who  helped  me  understand  what 
character  is  all  about.  I  met  Heather  in  a 
workshop  on  character  development.  We 
developed  a  friendship,  and  Heather 
began  to  share  her  thoughts  and  feelings 
with  me.  She  was  an  extremely  sweet 
person,  with  a  huge  heart... but  Heather 
had  some  turmoil  in  her  life. 

A  few  years  earlier,  Heather's  friends 
began  going  to  parties  and  drinking. 
Heather  joined  in  and  before  too  long, 
she  found  herself  not  only  drinking  but 
smoking  marijuana  as  well. 

While  sitting  in  the  workshop, 
Heather  realized  that  the  things  she  was 
doing  were  affecting  every  part  of  her 
life.  Right  then,  Heather  decided  to  stop 
smoking  and  get  her  life  back  together. 
She  was  so  scared  of  what  her  friends 
would  have  to  say.  After  we  talked  for  a 
while,  Heather  realized  that  if  they  were 
her  true  friends,  they  would  want  the 
very  best  for  her  life,  not  just  to  feel  jus- 
tified in  their  own.  Two  and  a  half 
months  later,  Heather  sent  me  this  e- 
mail. 

"I  left  the  convention  with  the  deter- 
mination to  quit  smoking  pot  and  to  try 
and  gain  a  testimony  in  the  belief  of 
God.  I'll  be  perfectly  honest  with  you, 
my  determination  and  willpower  faded 
after  about  two  weeks,  but  I  still  knew  I 
wanted  to  quit.  Well,  it's  been  a  couple 
of  months  since  then,  but  I  finally  did  it. 
It  took  me  about  a  month  and  a  half  to 
do  it.  I  slowed  gradually  and  then  about 
three  weeks  ago,  I  just  went  cold  turkey. 
I'm  really  proud  of  myself.  It  was  a  little 
harder  for  me  because  I  am  still  hanging 
out  with  my  friends  who  do  it,  but  I  also 
have  quite  a  few  friends  that  don't.  All 
my  friends  are  very  supportive  of  me.  I 
wish  some  of  them  would  give  up  the 
habit  because  I  really  think  we'd  all  be  a 
lot  happier." 

Just  like  Heather,  each  and  every  one 
of  us  has  made  mistakes.  Each  of  us, 
including  me,  regrets  moments  in  our 
lives  when  we  shrank  with  weakness  and 
acted  without  character,  but  Heather's 
commitment  to  standing  strong  is  a  tes- 
tament to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  what  is 


behind  that  matters,  it  is  what  is  ahead 
that  counts. 

Every  person  in  this  room  has  the 
potential  to  possess  true  character.  It 
starts  with  the  decision  to  stand  strong  in 
the  face  of  everyday  pressures.  Whenever 
we  stand  strong  with  character,  we  stop 
worrying  about  the  shape  of  our  home, 
the  shape  of  our  car  or  the  shape  of  our 
body,  and  we  begin  to  focus  on  the  shape 
of  our  life.  Ask  yourself  this  question: 
What  area  of  my  life  needs  to  change  ? 
Maybe  you  have  hatred  in  your  heart  for 
one  person,  or  maybe  a  group  of  people. 
Maybe  you  have  struggled  in  the  past 
with  peer  pressure.  Maybe  you  worry  so 
much  about  the  way  you  look  in  the  eyes 
of  others  that  you  began  to  feel  worse 
about  the  person  you  truly  are.  Well 
then,  without  a  doubt,  the  solution  is  to 
have  the  courage  to  stand  strong. 

After  five  years  of  lifting  weights  in 
the  pursuit  the  bulging  biceps  that  have 
yet  to  appear,  I  have  realized  that  my 
obsession  towards  physical  prowess  would 
be  futile  if  I  never  chose  to  stand  in  the 
other  much  more  critical  parts  of  my  life. 

We  as  a  society  have  worried  for  too 
long  about  the  power  of  our  extetior.  We 
spend  thousands  of  dollars  on  homes  and 
cars  when  others  simply  need  money  for 
food.  We  spend  hours  and  sometimes  our 
entire  lives  worrying  about  the  way  we 
look  when  thousands  of  children  in  hos- 
pital beds  across  this  country  are  wishing 
they  had  the  perfectly  healthy  bodies 
that  we  complain  about.  When  in  truth, 
all  that  matters  is  the  never-ending  inner 
strength  we  can  have  if  we  will  only 
choose  to  do  two  things:  stand  solid  on 
our  foundation  and  stand  strong  with 
character  in  our  lives. 

FFA  members,  if  you  are  tired  of 
knowing  in  your  heart  that  your  life  just 
isn't  right. . .if  you  are  drained  from  not 
having  any  solid  ground  to  stand  on  in  a 
world  that  seems  to  knock  you  down 
every  time  you  try  to  get  up. .  .if  you  are 
sick  of  being  who  society  says  you  should 
be  instead  of  being  who  you  truly  are. . .  if 
you  are  fed  up  with  not  having  the 
coutage  to  do  what  is  right...  if  you  are 
ready  to  live  a  life  that  you  can  feel  pride 
in,  a  life  that  will  impact  the  lives  of 
your  family,  your  friends  and  our 
world... then  stand  where  you  are. 

Stand  and  feel  pride  in  your  heart 
because  you  are  committing  to  having  a 
rock-solid  foundation  and  unwavering 
character.  Stand  and  feel  the  burdens  of 
life  lifting  as  you  commit  not  just  the 
next  week,  not  just  the  next  year,  but 
your  entire  life  to  the  greatest  workout  of 
all... standing! 
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Retiring  Address 


Hick-chick,  cowgirl,  country 
bumpkin,  dork.  At  Colfax  High 
School,  the  norm  was  Tommy 
Hilfiger,  Nike,  Calvin  Klein  and 
other  name-brand  clothes.  So, 
being  the  one  person  in  the  whole 
school  who  wore  "country" 
clothes,  I  heard  those  nicknames 
often  and  was  teased  about  what  I 


Abbie  Kammerzell,  Western 
Region  Vice  President 

Ninth  Convention  Session 

Name-Brand 

wore,  although  I  never  thought 
much  of  it.  My  closest  friends  were 
mainly  city  kids,  so  once  in  a 
while,  even  they  would  throw  in 
one-liners  about  my  Wranglers, 
boots  and  the  fact  that  I  would 
even  bring  a  piggin'  string  to 
school  and  practice  tying  my  foot. 
But  they  never  meant  any  harm. 

Now,  I  honestly  don't  attribute 
my  lack  of  response  to  the  com- 
ments I  received  to  some  inner 
strength.  Nope,  I  chalk  it  up  to 
just  being  naive.  —  I  simply  had 
no  clue  that  I  was  really  that  differ- 
ent, that  I  was  making  some  sort  of 
huge  fashion  faux  pas  by  not  own- 
ing the  latest,  greatest  brands. 

After  a  while  though,  I  did  start 
to  get  a  little  uneasy  about  how  my 
clothing  was  potentially  affecting 
my  social  status.  In  a  small  high 
school  with  only  250  students,  it 
feels  as  though  you  are  constantly 
under  the  social  microscope. 

So,  just  before  my  junior  year 
when  1  went  school  shopping,  I 
took  my  little  sister  because  she 
seemed  to  have  the  pulse  on 
"cool"  fashions.  That  day  I  traded 
in  my  13MWZs  and  Justins  for  the 
name-brand  clothing  that  hap- 
pened to  be  at  the  mall  that  sea- 
son. 

For  a  while,  it  was  a  little  weird 
not  wearing  my  tried  and  true 
clothes,  but  I  got  such  compli- 
ments from  my  friends  on  my 
"new"  wardrobe  that  I  wore  my 
country  clothes  less  and  less. 


Today,  I  hardly  wear 
my  Wranglers,  Rockies, 
belt  buckle  or  boots. 
Yet,  every  time  I  wear 
something  "fashion- 
able," I  second-guess 
myself  wondering,  Will 
people  like  what  I'm 
wearing?  Does  this  look 
okay?  Is  this  too  edgy? 

The  day  I  turned  in 
my  country  clothes  was 
the  day  I  began  to  lose 
Abbie  Kammerzell. 

Now,  truth  be  told 
about  this  whole  retir- 
ing address  business — 
it's  not  that  easy. 
Basically,  we  have  a 
few  minutes  to  share 
one  or  two  things 
we've  learned  that  might  help 
make  your  life  easier.  Well,  I've 
learned  a  heck  of  a  lot  this  year. 
To  narrow  it  down  to  just  one  or 
two,  I  was  seriously  stressing  out. 
Things  proved  more  difficult  than 
I  had  expected.  Finally,  after  some 
time  at  home,  trying  to  get  back  to 
myself  I  realized,  this  year  and 
even  for  so  long  in  high  school, 
the  one  thing  I've  struggled  with 
the  most  is  knowing  WHO  I  AM 
and  being  proud  of  that,  sharing 
that  person  without  holding  back. 
If  I  could  sum  it  all  up  to  you  in 
two  points,  what  I've  learned  over 
the  course  of  time — high  school 
until  now,  this  moment  on  stage — 
it  would  be:  Don't  hide  who  you 
are,  especially  in  the  FFA  where 
you  can  find  a  very  special  light 
that  you  offer  the  world.  Don't 
hide  who  you  are,  and  let  FFA 
magnify  the  light  you  possess. 

My  friends  used  to  tell  me  that 
I  intimidated  people  because  it 
seemed  like  I  knew  exactly  who  I 
was  and  what  I  wanted.  Truth  is,  I 
was  simply  playing  a  part,  wearing 
a  costume  to  be  the  person  I 
thought  so  many  people  expected 
me  to  be.  I  didn't  want  people  to 
know  I  was  less  than  perfect  or  less 
than  they  expected  of  me. 

A  pastor  whose  service  I 
attended  this  year  said  in  her  ser- 


mon, "I  see  you  seeing  me;  I  see 
the  me  I  think  you  see."  Each  day 
when  I  put  on  those  cool  clothes,  I 
forgot  another  piece  of  the  person 
I  really  was — the  girl  who  loved 
horseback  riding  every  night  after 
work  and  who  loved  to  go  driving 
on  the  dirt  roads  of  the  Palouse. 
Instead,  I  was  consumed  by  living 
the  life  that  my  new  name-brand 
clothes  reflected.  I  thought  I  had 
to  be  something  I  really  wasn't  in 
order  to  be  "seen,"  to  be  loved  and 
accepted. 

All  too  often  we  let  the  clothes 
we  wear  and  the  name-brands  we 
own  transcend  into  who  we  are. 
For  some,  it's  a  way  to  avoid  the 
comments  and  stares.  For  others, 
they  aren't  sure  who  they  really  are 
and  it's  easier  to  follow  the  crowd. 
Myself,  I  wanted  to  fit  in. 

While  I  had  changed  my  cloth- 
ing style,  many  of  the  activities  I 
participated  in  were  still  the  same, 
including  the  FFA,  which  we  all 
know  has  a  very  specific  piece  of 
clothing  that  is  worn.  On  my 
chapter's  annual  trip  to  the  Ag 
Expo  in  Spokane,  while  I  was 
looking  at  an  exhibitor's  booth,  I 
noticed  that  in  the  back  there 
were  quotes  written  in  calligraphy. 
Now,  one  of  my  favorite  things  to 
collect  is  quotes,  as  you  may  have 
noticed  in  my  on-line  journals, 
and  as  I  was  flipping  through  the 
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quotes,  one  in  particular  stopped  me  in 
my  tracks. 

"Our  deepest  tear  is  not  that  we  are 
inadequate.  Our  deepest  fear  is  that  we 
are  powerful  beyond  all  measure.  It  is  our 
light,  not  our  darkness,  that  frightens  us. 

"We  ask  ourselves,  who  am  I  to  be 
brilliant,  talented  and  fabulous?  Actually, 
who  are  you  not  to  be? 

"Your  playing  small  doesn't  serve  the 
world.  There  is  nothing  enlightened 
about  shrinking  so  that  other  people 
won't  feel  insecure  around  you.  We  were 
born  to  manifest  a  glory  that  is  within  us. 

"It  is  not  just  in  some  of  us,  it  is  in 
everyone. 

"As  we  let  our  own  light  shine,  we 
unconsciously  give  other  people  permis- 
sion to  do  the  same.  As  we  are  liberated 
from  our  fear,  our  presence  automatically 
liberates  others."* 

Whoa.  Brilliant,  talented,  fabulous. 
Who  are  you  not  to  be  these  things? 
That  question  kept  resounding  in  my 
head.  Who  am  I  not  to  be  successful, 
even  if  I  am  wearing  Wranglers  ?  Who 
am  I  to  not  have  certain  friends,  just 
because  I  don't  wear  the  latest  fashions? 
It  was  as  if  this  incredible  leader  had 
looked  into  my  life  and  spoken  directly 
to  me.  I  was  hiding  my  light  behind  the 
name-brand  clothes  I  was  wearing  and 
the  person  I  was  trying  to  be  in  them. 
How  many  of  you  are  hiding?  Hiding  in 
certain  name-brand  clothes,  in  sports,  a 
job  someone  else  thought  you'd  be  good 
at,  or  even  with  a  significant  other  that 
everyone  else  thinks  you  should  be  with? 
Those  things,  if  they  don't  come  from 
your  heart,  they  are  hiding  your  light. 
You  are  brilliant,  talented,  fabulous  and 
have  a  certain  light  that  the  world  needs, 
so  share  it. 

Well,  it's  taken  some  time,  but  I  think 
now  I  have  a  better  understanding  of 
myself  and  who  I  am.  I've  found  that  the 
clothing  I  wear,  name-brand  or  not, 
doesn't  really  matter.  I  need  to  be  Abbie 
Kammerzell,  no  matter  what.  I  have  also 
discovered  that  certain  name-brand 
clothes  do  enhance  that  light  that  the 
quote  talked  about. 

Now,  maybe  you  don't  succumb  to 
peer  pressure  and  think  you  don't  have 
any  "branded"  clothes,  but  I  would  dis- 
agree. Yes,  I  am  very  confident  when  I 
say  that  every  student  in  here  has  a  piece 
of  name-brand  clothing.  Every  person 
who  has  worn  or  is  wearing  an  FFA  jack- 
et has  name-brand  clothing.  The  cool 
thing  about  this  jacket  and  the  clothes 
that  go  with  it  is  that  it  doesn't  hide  who 
you  are.  If  anything,  it  magnifies  the 
light  within  you  because  part  of  the 


brand  of  an  FFA  jacket  is  your  name. 
Your  name  stitched  in  gold  letters  on  the 
front  for  everyone  to  see — that  is  your 
brand. 

This  may  not  be  the  name-brand 
clothing  that  is  popular  in  your  school.  I 
know  I  used  to  get  a  lot  of  teasing  from 
my  friends  when  I  wore  my  blue  cor- 
duroy...but  if  you  need  strength  in  num- 
bers to  find  yourself,  here  in  Freedom 
Hall  there  are  19,000  other  people  who 
are  wearing  the  same,  and  yet  unique, 
name-brand  clothes,  as  well  as  more  than 
460,000  FFA  members  across  the  nation. 

This  jacket  represents  a  unique  organ- 
ization that  allows  you  to  find  out  what 
you  love,  what  you're  good  at.  Through 
FFA,  you  nurture  and  develop  those 
things  into  what  could  potentially  be  a 
career.  I've  always  heard  I  should  "do 
what  I  love  and  what  makes  me  happy." 
But  how  are  any  of  us  supposed  to  do 
that  if  we  hide  inside  clothes  that  pre- 
vent us  from  knowing  who  we  are  ?  The 
FFA  helps  you  find  and  understand  the 
amazing  person  that  you  are  so  that  you 
can  be  confident  in  the  light  that  you 
possess.  Your  jacket  could  be  your  first 
step. 

When  I  think  about  times  when  I  was 
most  confident  in  the  person  I  was,  my 
mind  is  filled  with  memories  of  standing 
on  a  stage  giving  a  speech  wearing  the 
blue  and  gold,  working  with  and  showing 

Don't  hide  who  you 
are,  especially  in 
the  FFA  where  you 
can  find  a  very 
special  light  that 
you  offer  the  world. 
Don't  hide  who  you 
are,  and  let  FFA 
magnify  the  light 
you  possess. 

an  animal  for  the  fair,  even  talking  to 
other  FFA  members — whether  I  knew 
them  or  not.  Those  moments  of  confi- 
dence, when  I  was  truly  sharing  my  light, 
are  also  many  of  my  happiest  memories. 
Isn't  it  funny  how  happiness  correlates  so 
closely  with  feeling  good  and  confident 


about  ourselves? 

Look  at  your  FFA  jacket.  Now  think 
about  your  greenhand  year.  Do  you 
remember  giving  the  FFA  creed  while 
wearing  your  jacket?  "I  believe  in  being 
happy  myself  and  playing  square  with 
those  whose  happiness  depends  upon 
me."  The  fourth  paragraph,  words  we  all 
became  so  familiar  with  so  that  we  could 
move  upward  to  our  chapter  degree. 
Each  member  in  here  told  the  world  that 
we  could  be  happy,  and  I'm  willing  to  bet 
that  each  of  us  has  found  happiness  in 
the  FFA;  otherwise,  you  wouldn't  be  here 
in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

So  now,  stop  "shrinking."  Share  your 
happiness,  your  light,  with  every  person 
you  meet  because  that's  what  will  help 
others  do  the  same  in  their  lives.  Right 
now  is  your  chance  to  tap  into  your  hap- 
piness through  the  blue  and  gold. 

About  a  month  ago,  Amber  and  I 
were  watching  the  movie  "Tin  Cup"  in 
our  hotel  room.  It  was  a  movie  I'd  seen 
before,  but  this  time  a  certain  line  stuck 
out  in  my  head.  Kevin  Costner's  charac- 
ter, Tin  Cup,  told  his  would-be  girlfriend, 
"When  a  defining  moment  comes  along, 
you  have  to  define  the  moment  or  the 
moment  defines  you."  FFA  members, 
right  now  could  be  your  defining 
moment.  Will  you  accept  and  embrace 
the  person  you  are,  wear  the  clothes  you 
want  to  wear,  not  worrying  about  name- 
brands,  and  use  your  FFA  jacket  to  help 
share  your  light  with  the  world?  Or  will 
you  simply  hide  in  a  costume  with  a  cer- 
tain label  on  the  back  pocket  or  name 
stitched  on  the  tag? 

As  I  struggled  to  find  who  I  was,  I 
realized  my  FFA  jacket  was  an  incredible 
foundation  for  me.  Right  now,  while 
you're  wearing  your  blue  corduroy,  let  it 
do  the  same  for  you.  Let  your  golden 
light  shine. 

I  may  still  worry  sometimes  about 
what  others  think  of  me,  but  I  am  slowly 
getting  back  to  the  person  I  know  I  am 
inside,  to  the  passions  I  have,  and  find- 
ing ways  to  combine  those  with  the  per- 
son I  have  grown  to  become.  The  main 
thing  I've  learned,  though,  is  that  name- 
brand  clothes  are  nowhere  near  as 
important  as  being  happy  and  confident 
in  the  person  you  are.  Don't  let  the 
name  on  the  tag  count  more  than 
YOUR  name. 

You've  gotta  be  happy  and  share  your 
light  with  the  world.  You've  gotta  be 
proud  of  who  you  are.  You've  gotta  be 
your  own  name-brand. 

*  This  quote  is  often  misattributed  to  Nelson  Mandela.  He 
did  not  share  it  during  his  inaugural  speech . 
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National  Chapter  Awards 

Sponsored  by  Cargill  and  Land  O'  Lakes  Foundation  as  a  special  project  of  the  National  FFA  Foundation       Th  rag  St3  V 


The  National  Chapter  Award 
program  recognizes  FFA  chap- 
ters who  actively  use  a  Program 
of  Activities  (POA)  that 
emphasizes  student,  chapter  and 
community  development.  These 
activities  and  projects  provide 
citizenship,  personal  growth  and 
leadership  development  oppor- 
tunities to  students,  and  mini- 
mum requirements  for  recogni- 
tion have  been  developed  in 
each  area.  Top  chapters  nation- 
wide compete  for  three  Models 
of  Innovation  awards  and  mid- 
dle school  chapters  compete  to 
be  named  Outstanding  Middle 
School.  Students  from  the  win- 
ning chapters  received  plaques 
in  an  onstage  ceremony. 

Models  of 

innovation 

winners 

NATIONAL  WINNER 
STUDENT 
DEVELOPMENT 
Laurel-Concord  FFA 
Chapter,  Nebraska 

Being  from  the  Cornhusker 
state,  the  Laurel-Concord 
FFA  Chapter  took  a  practical 
approach  to  student  develop- 
ment through  a  partnership 
with  Syngenta  hybrid  corn. 
Students  documented  several 
hours  of  research  with  the 
hybrid  corn  seed.  The  com- 
pany not  only  published  the 
chapter's  findings,  but  75  per- 
cent of  the  material  in  the 
publication  was  a  result  of 
the  chapter's  research. 
Another  chapter  program 
included  cooperative  work 
with  the  University  of 
Nebraska-Lincoln  in  varying 
distance  agricultural  research 
experiences  that  resulted  in 
two  members  acquiring  sum- 
mer jobs  with  Haskel 
Agricultural  Laboratory.  In 


Representatives  from  the  Comanche  FFA  Chapter  in  Oklahoma  couldn  't 
contain  their  excitement  when  their  chapter  was  named  the  2002  Models 
of  Innovation  winner  in  the  chapter  development  category. 


addition,  the  chapter  hosts 
an  annual  "Kick  Off  activity 
that  gives  members  a  chance 
to  establish  mentoring  rela- 
tionships with  new  members 
in  hopes  of  improving  mem- 
bership retention. 

NATIONAL  WINNER 
CHAPTER 
DEVELOPMENT 
Comanche  FFA  Chapter 
Oklahoma 

Patriotism  flies  high  in  the 
Comanche  FFA  Chapter  as 
they  show  their  national  pride 
in  a  variety  of  ways.  The 
chapter  participated  in  the 
"Pennies  for  Bombing"  pro- 
gram, raising  money  for  the 
Oklahoma  City  Bombing 
Museum.  They  also  raised 
money  to  help  purchase  new 
American  flags  for  the  local 
Lions  Club,  a  task  showing 
the  true  spirit  of  FFA.  A  little 
closer  to  home,  chapter  mem- 
bers set  out  to  raise  funds  to 
build  a  new  ag  education  lab- 
oratory building  for  their 
school.  Not  only  did  the 
chapter  meet  the  amount 
needed  to  build  the  lab,  but 
members  also  gained  experi- 
ence in  marketing,  clerking 
and  advertising. 


NATIONAL  WINNER 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
Perrydale  FFA  Chapter 
Oregon 

Strong  ties  with  the  commu- 
nity are  an  essential  part  of  a 
successful  FFA  chapter.  The 
Perrydale  FFA  Chapter  is  a 
prime  example  of  FFA  mem- 
bers serving  the  community  out 
of  the  goodness  of  their  heart, 
displaying  the  dignity  and 
honor  of  the  blue  and  gold. 
Chapter  members  not  only 
raised,  processed  and  delivered 
pork  to  needy  families  through 
a  program  called  Pork  for 
People,  but  they  also  gathered 
food  donations,  monetary 
donations  and  contributed 
their  own  time  to  help  a 
drought  stricken  area  of 
Oregon  through  the  Food  for 
All  program.  To  top  things  off, 
chapter  members  visit  the 
Dallas  Retirement  Village  at 
least  three  times  a  year  to 
spend  time  with  local  senior 
citizens.  These  visits  led  to  a 
strong  bond  between  the  retire- 
ment home  residents  and  the 
FFA  members  that  is  a  direct 
result  of  these  chapter  members 
striving  to  be  contributing  citi- 
zens of  their  community. 


Alabama:  Enterprise,  Fort  Payne 

Arizona:  Peoria 

Arkansas:  Melbourne 

California:  Norco 

Colorado:  McClave,  Valley 

Connecticut:  Lyman  Hall 

Georgia:  Colquitt  Countyjackson 
County,  Jeff  Davis  Middle  School, 

Idaho:  Cambridge,  Kuna 

Illinois:  Mt.  Vernon,  Newark, 
Seneca,  Somonauk-Leland 

Indiana:  Carroll  Flora,  Carroll  Fort 
Wayne,  Clinton  Central,  North 
Newton,  Shenandoah,  Southmont, 
Tri-County,  Western  Boone, 
Woodlan 

Iowa:  Benton  Community,  Creston, 
Harlan,  Monticello,  Tri-Star,  Wapsie 
Valley 

Kansas:  Abilene,  Arkansas  City, 
Clay  Center,  Holton,  Solomon 

Kentucky:  Apollo,  Breckenridge 
County,  Caldwell  County,  Meade 
County,  Wolfe  County 

Louisiana:  Lacassine,  Louisiana 
School  for  Agrisciences, 
Ponchatoula 

Michigan:  Byron,  Lowell,  Springport 

Minnesota:  Perham,  United  South 

Central,  Upsala 

Missouri:  Aurora,  Carthage,  Eldon, 

Troy,  Union 

Nebraska:  Centennial,  Franklin, 

Laurel-Concord,  Ravenna,  Sutton 

New  Jersey:  Allentown 

New  Mexico:  House 

North  Dakota:  Finley-Sharon, 
Turtle  Lake,  Wahpeton 

Ohio:  Bowling  Green,  Delphos,  East 
Clinton,  Miami  Trace,  National 
Trail,  River  Valley,  Versailles 
Oklahoma:  Comanche,  Cushing, 
Waynoka 
Oregon:  Perrydale 
South  Dakota:  Garretson 

Tennessee:  East  Robertson, 
Munford,  Portland,  Riverside,  White 
House 

Texas:  Columbus,  Mansfield, 
Quanah,  Snyder,  Weimar 

Utah:  North  Summit,  Wasatch 

Washington:  Ritzville,  Yelm 

Wisconsin:  Barron,  Beaver  Dam, 
Loyal,  Marshfield,  Oconto  Falls, 
Spencer,  Stevens  Point,  Stratford, 
Waupaca,  Wauzeka,  Weyauwega- 
Fremont 
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Two  Star 

Alabama:  Eufaula,  Geraldine.  New 
Brockton 

Arizona:  Gilbert,  Mountain  View, 
Yuma 

Arkansas:  Mountain  Home,  Pleasant 
View,  Prairie  Grove,  Searcy 

California:  Dinuba,  Firebaugh, 
Fresno-Central,  Norte  Vista,  Quart: 
Hill 

Colorado:  Flagler,  Hotchkiss,  Idalia, 
Merino,  Platte  Valley,  Pueblo  County, 
Weld  Central 

Connecticut:  Housatonic  Valley, 
Suftield  Regional 

Delaware:  Smyrna,  Sussex  Central 

Florida:  Armwood,  Baker  County 
Senior,  Fort  White  Middle,  Fort 
White  Senior,  Kathleen  Senior, 
Kennedy,  Marianna,  New  Smyrna 
Beach  Middle,  North  Marion  Sr., 
Orlando  Colonial  Senior,  Pine  Ridge, 
Sarasota  Vo-Ag,  Suwannee  Middle, 
West  Orange  Senior,  Williston 

Georgia:  Bambridge,  Gilmer  County, 
Hutto  Middle  School,  Irwin,  Miller 
County,  Perry,  West  Laurens 

Hawaii:  Leilehua  James  Dole 

Idaho:  Meridian,  Midvale 

Illinois:  Amboy,  Barry,  Bluford, 
Bushnell-Prairie  City,  Chicago  Ag 
Science,  Cissna  Park,  Eastland, 
Franklin  Center,  Greenville, 
Highland,  Liberty,  Manssa, 
Monticello,  Mt.  Carroll, 
Northwestern,  Olney,  Paxton- 
Buckley-Loda,  Payson,  Prairie  Central, 
Rowva,  Southeastern,  Sullivan, 
Sycamore,  Taylorville,  Valmeyer, 
Warsaw 

Indiana:  Adams  Central,  Benton 
Central,  Delphi,  Heritage, 
Northeastern  Wayne,  Owen  Valley, 
Switzerland  County 

Iowa:  Agri-Power,  Alburnett, 
Anamosa,  Cascade,  Charles  City, 
Edgewood-Colesburg,  Estherville, 
Gladbrook-Reinbeck,  Glidden- 
Ralston,  Indianola,  Marengo,  Mid- 
Prairie,  Nashua-Plainfield,  Osceola  Big 
Chief,  Rockwell-Sheffield,  Sibley- 
Ocheyedan 

Kansas:  Atwood,  Chapman,  Hill  City, 
Labette  County,  Linn, 
Marion/Florence,  Marysville, 
Riverton,  Southeast  of  Saline, 
Stockton,  Winfield 

Kentucky:  Bourbon  County,  Central 
Hardin,  East  Carter,  McLean  County, 
Nelson  County,  Oldham  County, 
Scott  County,  Spencer  County,  Taylor 
County 

Louisiana:  Bogalusa,  Hathaway,  Mt. 
Hermon,  North  Central,  Oak  Grove, 
Ruston,  Springfield,  Walker,  Welsh 

Maine:  Presque  Isle 

Maryland:  Caroline,  Easton 

Michigan:  Allegan  County  Tech  &  Ed 


Center,  Breckenridge  FFA,  Corunna, 
Olivet,  Perry-Morrice,  Sanilac  Career 
Center,  USA 

Minnesota:  Battle  Lake,  Benson,  Blue 
Earth  Area,  Brainerd  Senior,  Buffalo 
Lake-Hector,  Chaska,  Forest  Lake, 
Litchfield,  Montevideo,  New  Ulm, 
Randolph,  Stillwater,  Tracy, 
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown, 
Winona,  Zumbrota-Mazeppa 

Mississippi:  Biggersville,  Carthage 

Missouri:  Ashland,  Bowling  Green, 
Carl  Junction,  Clopton,  Dadeville, 
East  Newton,  El  Dorado,  Gallatin, 
Glasgow,  Green  City,  Logan- 
Rogersville,  Manonville,  McDonald 
County,  Milan,  Monroe  City  R-l, 
Nevada,  North  Shelby,  Salem, 
Salisbury,  Sarcoxie,  South  Shelby, 
Strafford,  Sweet  Springs,  Worth 
County 

Montana:  Bainville,  Bridger-Clarks 
Fork,  Flathead,  Park,  Shields  Valley, 
Stevensville,  Sweet  Grass  Co. -Big 
Timber 

Nebraska:  Freeman,  Imperial,  Norris, 
Northwest,  Pender,  Schuyler,  Seward, 

Stuart 

Nevada:  Ruby  Mountain,  Silver  Sage 

New  Jersey:  Newton,  Penns  Grove 

New  Mexico:  Mesa  Vista,  Moriarty 

New  York:  Gouverneur,  Medina 

North  Carolina:  Bartlett  Yancey, 
Eastern  Randolph,  Forest  Hills, 
Hobbton,  North  Lenoir,  Piedmont, 
Princeton,  Purnell  Swett,  Randleman, 
South  Rowan,  Southern  Guilford,  Sun 
Valley,  Union,  West  Carteret 

North  Dakota:  Garrison,  Lisbon, 
Rugby 

Ohio:  Amanda-Clearcreek,  Ansonia, 
Blanchester,  Cardington,  Clyde, 
Elmwood,  Greenville,  Hardin 
Northern,  Hillsboro,  Indian  Valley, 
Madison  Plains,  Margaretta,  Miami 
East,  New  Bremen,  Northeastern, 
Otsego,  Pettisville,  Preble  Shawnee, 
River  View,  Talawanda,  Twin  Valley 
South,  Wauseon,  West  Muckingum 

Oklahoma:  Adair,  Arnett  HS  FFA 
Chapter,  Atoka,  Billings,  Burlington, 
Calera,  Canton,  Canute,  Cashion, 
Drummond,  Durant,  Elk  City, 
Fairview,  Fletcher,  Freedom,  Garber, 
Glencoe,  Guthrie,  Hooker,  Indianola, 
Laverne,  Marlow,  Morris,  Norman, 
Okemah,  Oklahoma  Union,  Ripley, 
Sapulpa,  Tecumseh,  Thomas-Fay- 
Custer,  Turtle 

Oregon:  Dayton,  Grant  Union 

Pennsylvania:  Cedar  Crest, 
Conococheague/James  Buchanan, 
Manheim,  Manor,  Middleburg, 
Selinsgrove,  Spud  Growers,  Twin 
Valley,  West  Snyder 

South  Carolina:  Aiken,  Central, 
Lexington  Technology  Center,  Loris, 
Manning,  McBee,  Wagener-Salley 

South  Dakota:  Bridgewater,  Elkton, 


McCook  Central,  Woonsocket 

Tennessee:  Bradley  Central, 
Cherokee,  Covington,  Crockett 
County,  Dyersburg,  Gordonsville, 
Johnson  County,  Lexington,  McMinn 
Central,  McMinn  County,  Mt.  Juliet, 
Powell  Valley 

Texas:  A  &  M,  Anderson,  Arlington, 
Bowie-Austin,  Brenham,  Calallen, 
Caney  Creek,  Cedar  Park,  Childress, 
Clear  Brook,  Clear  Creek,  Crosby, 
Dayton,  East  Central,  Garland, 
Grandview,  Hallettsville,  Hallsville, 
Hartley,  Jacksboro,  James  Madison, 
Kingwood,  Krum,  Mission,  Navasota, 
Normangee,  Pilot  Point,  Rockdale, 
Sanger,  Sheldon,  The  Woodlands, 
Tomball 

Utah:  Bear  River,  Uintah 

Virginia:  Buffalo  Gap,  Carroll  County, 
Central,  Culpeper  County  SR,  Drewy 
Mason  Middle,  Essex,  James  Wood, 
King  William,  Louisa  County  Middle, 
Nelson  Senior,  Northumberland  Sr., 
Randolph-Henry,  Sherando,  Signal 
Knob 

Washington:  Cathlamet,  Colton, 
Evergreen,  Grandview,  Heritage, 
Liberty,  Rochester,  Wenatchee,  White 
River,  Winlock,  Zillah 

West  Virginia:  Doddridge  County, 
Jefferson,  Ripley,  St.  Marys,  Tyler, 
Wirt  County 

Wisconsin:  Arcadia,  Cochrane- 
Fountain  City,  Colby,  Denmark,  East 
Troy,  Fort  Atkinson,  Granton,  Lodi, 
Marathon,  Mishicot,  New  Holstein, 
Prairie  Farm 

Wyoming:  Cody,  Pine  Bluffs, 
Shoshoni,  Wheatland 


One  Star 

Alabama:  Brantley,  West  Blocton 

California:  Arroyo  Grande,  Del 
Norte,  Imperial,  La  Puente  Valley 
ROP,  Lemoore 

Florida:  Sebnng  Senior 

Iowa:  Manson  Northwest  Webster 

New  Mexico:  Goddard,  Hagerman 

North  Carolina:  Cape  Fear,  Charles 
D.  Owen,  West  Craven 

North  Dakota:  Divide  County 

Oklahoma:  Kansas,  Roland 

Pennsylvania:  Big  Spring, 
Brothersvalley,  Cumberland  Valley, 
Grassland,  Greenwood,  Lancaster 
Mennonite 

Tennessee:  Loretto 

Texas:  Alvin,  Axtell,  Bandera, 
Brownsboro,  Bryan,  Burleson,  Burnet, 
Cleburne,  East  Chambers,  Fairfield, 
Hamshire-Fannett,  Humble,  Iola, 
Leander,  Livingston,  Mary  Carroll, 
McGregor,  Northwest,  Orange  Grove, 
Saltillo,  Schulenburg,  Sinton, 
Tidehaven,  Tilden,  Tom  Bean,  Troy, 
Waskom 

Utah:  Morgan,  Sky  View 

Virginia:  Atlee 

Wisconsin:  Bloomer,  Randolph 
Cambria-Friesland,  Sauk  Prairie 


Members  of  the  Yelm  FFA  Chapter  in  Washington  were  proud  of  their 
accomplishments  as  their  chapter  was  recognized  for  its  community 
development  efforts . 
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Membership  Recognition 


The  agricultural  education 
model  consists  of  three  compo- 
nents: classroom,  FFA  and  super- 
vised agricultural  experience  pro- 
gram (SAE).  These  components 
make  agricultural  education 
stand  out.  In  order  to  receive  the 
maximum  benefit,  students 
should  be  involved  in  all  aspects 
of  agricultural  education.  Several 
states  have  met  that  objective  by 
having  100  percent  FFA  mem- 
bership for  all  students  enrolled 
in  agricultural  education  courses. 
States  that  have  recorded  100 
percent  membership  include 
California,  Connecticut  and 
Oklahoma.  There  are  24  states 
that  are  working  toward  this  goal 
and  have  increased  membership 
numbers. 


A  representative  from  Oklahoma  was  all  smiles  as  he  received  recognition  on  behalf 
of  his  state  for  100%  membership. 


100% 

Membership 

States 

California 

Connecticut 

Oklahoma 


Membership 

Growth 

States 

Arkansas 

California 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Iowa 

Kentucky 

Massachusetts 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 


Montana 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire 

North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 
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VIP  Citations 


Bill  Bartow  of  Ossineke,  Mich.,  is  truly 
an  ambassador  for  agricultural  education. 
This  former  FFA  advisor  oversaw  the 
Alpeana  agriculture  and  FFA  programs  for 
36  years.  The  results  of  his  work  can  be 
seen  in  the  school's  now  three-teacher 
program  and  new  facility  known  as  the 
"G.  William  Bartow  Agnscience  Center." 
In  1987,  he  served  on  a  task  force  to  eval- 
uate the  status  of  agricultural  education  in 
Michigan.  The  result — the  Agriscience 
Initiative — has  guided  curriculum  devel- 
opment for  the  past  decade. 

Jane  Coulter  of  Washington,  D.C.,  has 
provided  national  leadetship  in  the  areas 
of  nutrition,  health,  children,  youth  and 
family.  The  director  of  higher  education 
programs  at  the  USDA,  her  work  with 
key  leaders  at  agriculture  schools  has  been 
instrumental  in  advancing  agricultutal 
education.  Nationally,  Coultet's  responsi- 
bilities have  included  leading  efforts  to 
gain  funding  for  state  and  local  agricultur- 
al education  programs. 

Dr.  Larry  Erpelding  has  carried  a  passion 
for  agricultural  education  throughout  his 
career.  The  Associate  Dean  for  the 
College  of  Agriculture  at  Kansas  State 
University,  Erpelding  provides  funding 
through  the  agriculture  alumni  associa- 
tion to  support  the  state  CDE  awards  and 
luncheon.  He  serves  as  the  chief  academ- 
ic administrator  over  the  agricultutal  edu- 
cation bachelor's  degree  program,  ensur- 
ing the  development  of  outstanding 
future  agriculture  teachets.  A  former 
Kaasas  FFA  President,  Erpelding  contin- 
ues to  demonstrate  a  true  dedication  to 
supporting  student  success  through  quality 
agricultural  education. 

Enoch  Gonzalez  of  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rico,  is  the  state  advisor  for  all  career  and 
technical  student  organizations.  His 
efforts  have  been  pivotal  in  enhancing 
professional  development  programs  for 
first  and  second  year  teachers.  Gonzalez 
has  made  significant  contributions  in  the 
leadership  development  of  state  and 
regional  FFA  officers,  and  plays  a  key  role 
in  a  program  designed  to  increase  the 
quantity  of  American  FFA  Degree  recipi- 
ents from  Puerto  Rico.  Gonzalez  was 
appointed  to  his  current  position  in 
recognition  of  his  impressive  work  in  stu- 
dent leadership  development. 

Larry  Gundrum  of  Libertyville,  111.,  has 
played  a  key  role  in  expanding  the  sup- 
port of  agricultural  education  from  non- 
traditional  resources.  The  former  Kraft 
R  wds  executive  served  as  chairman  of  the 
National  FFA  Foundation  Sponsors' 
Board  in  2001 .  During  his  year  of  leader- 


ship, the  foundation  raised  a  record  $8 
million  to  serve  FFA  members.  A  valued 
spokesperson  for  FFA,  Gundrum's  efforts 
communicating  the  importance  of  agri- 
cultural education  to  the  corporate  arena 
have  resulted  in  more  members  being  able 
to  pursue  their  dreams. 

Joel  Janke  of  Bismarck,  N.D.,  has  made 
many  contributions  to  agricultural  educa- 
tion. For  22  years,  Janke  has  served  as  a 
dynamic  representative  for  agricultural 
education  in  North  Dakota.  A  founding 
member  of  the  North  Dakota 
Commission  on  the  Future  of  Agriculture, 
Janke 's  honors  include  the 
Outstanding  Member  Award 
from  the  NASAE  and  the 
Distinguished  Service  Award 
from  the  National  Fatm  and 
Ranch  Business  Management 
Association. 

Dr.  Layle  D.  Lawrence  of  Mt. 
Morris,  Pa.,  has  been  recog- 
nized for  outstanding  research 
in  agricultutal  and  extension 
education.  Dr.  Lawrence  serves 
as  a  chair  of  the  West  Virginia 
University's  Agricultural  and 
Environmental  Education 
Department.  A  member  of  the 
department  since  the  early 
1970s,  he  has  guided  countless 
future  agricultute  teachers  as 
an  academic  advisor.  A  dedi- 
cated educatot,  Lawrence  con- 
tinues to  stress  innovative 
teaching  techniques,  strong 
agricultutal  mechanic  skills 
and  challenging  supervised 
agricultutal  experience  pro- 
grams. 

William  Schreck  of  Riverton, 
111.,  has  dedicated  his  career  to 
developing  quality  agricultural 
education  programs.  Serving  as  Illinois 
State  Director  of  Agricultural  Education 
since  1977,  he  chaired  the  development 
of  a  sttategic  plan  designed  to  expand 
agricultural  education  from  pre-kinder- 
garten  through  adulthood.  Schreck  was 
recognized  as  an  outstanding  member  of 
the  National  Supervisors  of  Agricultutal 
Education  and  holds  honotary  life  mem- 
bership in  the  Illinois  Association  fot 
Vocational  Agriculture  Teachers,  among 
other  accomplishments. 

Kenneth  Seering  of  Denmarck,  Wis., 
knows  how  to  make  a  difference.  During 
his  tenure  as  an  FFA  advisor,  he  guided 
nearly  300  state  degree  recipients,  more 
than  60  American  FFA  Degree  recipients 
and  mentored  25  chapters  to  receive 


national  award  ratings.  Seering's  work  has 
been  recognized  through  numerous  hon- 
ors, including  being  selected  as  a  recipient 
of  the  Kohl  Fellowship  Award  as  an  out- 
standing educator  in  the  state  of 
Wisconsin. 

Dr.  Pete  Spike  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has 
provided  guidance  and  leadership  to  the 
National  FFA  Dairy  Cattle  Evaluation 
CDE  for  20  years.  He  played  a  pivotal 
role  in  the  ttansition  to  Louisville,  while 
adding  to  the  quality  of  the  event  each 
year.  He  has  dedicated  his  life  to  ensuring 
that  FFA  members  from  across  the  U.S. 


;* 


Joel  ]anke  happily  accepted  a  VIP  Citation  in  recognition  of  his 
contributions  to  agricultural  education. 


are  provided  with  outstanding  agricultural 
education.  Dr.  Spike's  work  demonsttates 
a  deep  understanding  that  career  excel- 
lence is  created  through  integrated  learn- 
ing and  practiced  success. 

United  States  Congressman  Wes 
Watkins  of  Stillwater,  Okla.,  is  a  vocal 
champion  for  the  impot tance  of  agricul- 
tutal  education.  A  former  Oklahoma  FFA 
President,  Congressman  Watkins  never 
failed  to  remember  the  impact  being  a 
member  of  FFA  made  on  his  career. 
Holding  both  a  bachelor's  and  master's 
degree  in  agricultural  education,  he  has 
worked  to  bt ing  awateness  to  the  issues  of 
rural  economic  development,  agriculture 
and  career  and  technology  education  to 
the  public  arena. 
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Honorary  FFA  Degree 


£ 


FFA  is  proud  to  be  one  of  the  nation's  elite  youth  organi- 
zations— known  for  guiding,  inspiring  and  motivating  youth 
to  he  in  the  forefront  of  today's  agricultural  industry. 
However,  none  of  this  would  be  possible  without  the  sup- 
port of  agriculture  teachers,  individuals  and  parents.  Each 
year,  the  National  FFA  Organization  bestows  the  Honorary 
American  Degree  upon  those  individuals  who  have  truly 
made  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  students  through  their  sup- 
port of  FFA  and  agricultural  education. 

The  traditions  of  the  blue  and  gold  are  much  the  same 
today  as  they  were  75  years  ago  and  are  exemplified  in  the 
pride,  dedication  and  true  service  of  these  recipients.  FFA 
and  its  members  appreciate  the  time,  effort  and  enthusiasm 
Honorary  American  Degree  holders  bring  to  FFA.  It  is 
through  the  generosity  of  these  persons  that  FFA  members 
are  shown  what  true  heroes  are.  Each  American  Honorary 
Degree  recipient  is  honored  on  stage  with  a  plaque  and  pin. 

Right:  Lowell  Mohler's  commitment  to  FFA  and  agricultural  education 
led  him  to  be  recognized  with  the  Honorary  American  FFA  Degree 


Alabama:  Paul  Winchester 

Arkansas:  Glenn  D.  Austin; 
Steve  Franks;  Wayne  R. 
Nichols;  Gene  Vail 

Arizona:  Jerry  Cullison; 
Kenneth  A.  Gregersen;  Kenneth 
P.  Johnson,  Sr. 

California:  Jim  Costa;  Donald 
G.  Gordon,  Jr. 

Delaware:  Michael  T.  Scuse 

Florida:  Donald  Bronson; 
Loretta  B.  Costin;  Susan  A. 
Kelly;  Michael  V.  Martin 

Georgia:  Joseph  P.  Burke; 
Robert  O.  Chandler,  Jr.;  Newt 
Hudson;  Franklin  Staten;  James 
Woodard 

Iowa:  Diane  Stadlen 

Idaho:  Douglas  Rutan 

Illinois:  Dan  Pentony;  Cheryl 
A.  Salley 

Indiana:  Betsy  Haig;  Kelly 
Horton;  Stan  J.  Howell 

Kentucky:  David  Beck;  Tony 
Brannon;  Rick  Caldwell;  Orville 
Crigler;  Wayne  Esterle;  Kelley 
Hughes;  Cinnamon  Jawor;  Maria 
A.  Martin;  Walter  H.  Mathis; 
Eugene  Peel;  Billy  Ray  Smith; 


Jennifer  Turner 

Louisiana:  Gerald  J.  Theunissen 

Maryland:  Jane  Carmack  Smith 

Michigan:  Raymond  Bollaert; 
Bill  Butcher;  Pauline 
Glassbrook;  Tom  Mays 

Minnesota:  Dennis  Bergquist; 
Mary  Buschette;  Bruce 
Holmherg;  Suzanne  McCarty; 
Becky  Meyer;  Anthony  Seykora; 
Don  Wick 

Missouri:  Lowell  Mohler 

North  Carolina:  David  Harris; 
Jeff  Tennant;  Nurham  Warwick 

North  Dakota:  Dan  Rood  Jr.; 
Bryan  S.  Strom 

New  Jersey:  Brian  Bass;  Robert 
Bumpus;  John  Sehastiano 

New  Mexico:  Jerry  G. 
Schickedanz 

New  York:  Daryle  Foster 

Oklahoma:  Kurt  Murray;  Shelly 
Sitton;  Jack  Stuteville;  Matt 
Wilson 

Oregon:  Don  Sligar 

Pennsylvania:  Christopher  M. 
Cashman;  Renee  Mae  Frederick; 
Christian  Robert  Herr;  Kerry 


Hoffman  Richards;  DeElma 
Kline 

South  Carolina:  Don  Boice; 
John  A.  Cunningham;  Grady 
Patterson 

Tennessee:  Steven  W.  Gass 

Texas:  Holly  Blakey;  Cathy 
Zavisch 

Utah:  Larry  Olsen 

Virginia:  J.  Carlton  Courter,  III; 
Eric  Lee  Fitzgerald;  Cathy  H. 
Hughes;  Mark  Leitman;  Jim 
Loftis;  Richard  M.  Shiflet 

Washington:  Roderick 
Duckworth 

Wisconsin:  Bryce  Harelstad; 
Randy  Tenpas;  Mike  Van  Ess; 
Larry  Zimmerman;  Carol 
Zimmerman 

West  Virginia:  Harry  N.  Boone 
Jr.;  John  Perdue;  David  Seymour; 
Kelly  J.  Burch 
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Agriculture  Teacher 


Alabama:  Al  Griffin,  Beaulah 

Arizona:  Ken  Johnson,  Gilbert 

California:  Michael  Albiani,  Elk 
Grove;  Jim  Drew,  Grass  Valley- 
Nevada  Union  FFA;  Sherry 
Johns,  Ripon;  Sandy  Lovfald, 
Eureka;  Lynn  Martindale, 
Lemoore;  David  Mendonca, 
Corcoran;  Tony  Miller,  La 
Habra;  Steve  Paasch,  Grass 
Valley-Bear  River;  Dick  Piersma, 
Hilmar;  Robert  Vierra,  Orland; 
Ken  Watje,  Salinas;  Larry 
Wright,  Rio  Vista 

Colorado:  Ronald  Paulick, 
LaVeta  FFA 

Florida:  Ron  Smoak,  Lowndes 
High 

Georgia:  Tony  Embrick,  Jackson 
County 

Idaho:  William  J.  Dean,  Emmett 

Illinois:  Carl  Wayne  Burkybile, 
Rantoul;  Danny  McCrite, 
Egyptian 

Kansas:  Vernon  Schweer,  Blue 
Valley 

Louisiana:  Track  Kavanaugh, 
Ruston;  James  T  Thomas,  Mt. 
Hermon 

Michigan:  Mark  Forbush, 
Corunna;  Burt  Henry,  Alma 

Missouri:  Mark  R.  Estep, 
Marionville;  Eugene  W  Meyer 
Jr.,  Sarcoxie;  Pam  Proffitt, 
Couch;  Leon  Watson,  Clinton 


North  Carolina:  Timothy 
Wayne  Pasour,  Charles  D. 
Owen;  Timothy  W  Warren, 
Hobbton 

North  Dakota:  Al  Liebersbach, 
Mandan;  Gerald  A.  Wettlaufer, 
Bottineau 

Nebraska:  Dave  Ference,  Ord 

New  Jersey:  Stephen  V 
Bouchard,  Oakcrest 

New  Mexico:  Rod  Savage, 
Portales 

Oklahoma:  Carl  R.  Forrest, 
Quapaw 

Pennsylvania:  Cecil  M.  Lohr, 
Manheim 

South  Carolina:  Pat  Earle, 
McBee 

Tennessee:  Chuck  Flowers, 
North  Side  FFA;  Johnny  Head, 
Northeast 

Texas:  Kenneth  R.  Beene, 
Abbott;  Phillip  A.  McAnelly, 
Devine;  Richard  C.  New, 
Devine;  Leon  Stewart,  Mansfield; 
Russell  Thomas,  Gilmer 

Virginia:  Eugene  A.  Mcllwee, 
Jr.,  Riverheads;  G.  Andrew 
Seibel,  Fort  Defiance 

Wisconsin:  Keith  A.  Gundlach, 
Randolph  Cambria-Friesland; 
Robert  Voss,  Monticello 

West  Virginia:  Mark  Anthony 
Hostuttler,  Barber  County;  Donn 
Randall,  Pine  Bluffs 


National 
Officer  Parents 

Elio  &  Nancy  Chiarelli 

McDonald,  Pennsylvania 
Butch  &  Diane  Haugland 

Ambrose,  North  Dakota 
Cheryl  &  Tom  Kammerzell 

Colfax,  Washington 
Julie  &  Travis  Keene 

Plant  City,  Florida 
Marty  &  Patty  Niehaus 

Hillsboro,  Illinois 
Barbara  &  Tim  Schluneger 

Colfax,  Washington 
Dean  &.  Pam  White 

Eureka,  California 


J 


Retiring  National  FFA  Board 
of  Directors,  Trustees  and 
Consultants 

Jim  Allsup 
Bryan  Gause 
Lawrence  J.  Gundrum 
Mac  Hodges 
David  Howell 
Sarah  Osborn-Welty 
Sue  Poland 
Ricky  Sellers 


Parents  of  Star  Finalists 

Star  in  Agribusiness 

Georgia:  Becky  &  Steve  Johnson 
Iowa:  Glenda  6k  Howard  Dobbins 
Ohio:  Joni  6k  Robert  Meister 
Wisconsin:  Diane  6k  Brian  Jung 

Star  in  Agricultural 
Placement 

Kansas:  Jody  6k  Richard  Cott 

Montana:  Debbie  6k  Tim  Schaff 

South  Dakota:  Mary  Rae  6k  Norman  Peterson 

Wisconsin:  Mary  6k  Conrad  Groholski 


Star  in  Agriscience 

California:  Lucy  6k  Joe  Alves 
Minnesota:  Denise  6k  William  Delaney 
South  Dakota:  Lana  6k  Melvin  Holzwarth 
Tennessee:  Mary  Ann  6k  Gary  Franklin  Newby 

Star  Farmer 

Indiana:  Diana  6k  John  Masters 
Kansas:  Joyce  6k  Tom  Heigert 
Oklahoma:  Cindy  6k  Michael  Bobbitt 
Wisconsin:  Donna  6k  Michael  Lindow 
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Outreach  Efforts 
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PALS/Ag 

Ambassadors 

Learning  to  Do,  Doing  to 
Learn,  Earning  to  Live,  Living  to 
Serve.  The  actions  and  abilities 
of  FFA  members  throughout  the 
nation  mirror  the  FFA  motto. 
Members  are  continually  living 
to  serve  through  community 
outreach  efforts,  no  matter 
where  they  may  be.  At  the 
national  FFA  convention,  mem- 
bers have  extended  their  com- 
munity-based projects  to  the 
greater  Louisville  area  through 
the  agricultural  ambassador  and 
Partners  for  Active  Learning 
Support  (PALS)  programs. 

Early  in  the  week,  86  FFA 
members  spent  an  afternoon 
with  Louisville  third-grade  class- 
rooms presenting  interactive 
agricultural  literacy  programs. 
These  presentations  are  designed 
to  build  a  growing  awareness  of 
agricultural  issues  and  careers,  as 
well  as  the  impact  o{  the  food, 
fiber  and  natural  resources 
industries  on  everyday  life.  Prior 
to  the  classroom  teaching  expe- 
rience, the  ambassadors  attended 
training  and  planning  sessions. 

PALS  is  a  mentor  program 
which  matches  high  school  FFA 
members  with  grade  school  stu- 
dents. This  program  helps  stu- 
dents, both  young  and  old, 
develop  trust  in  others  and  a 
positive  self-esteem.  More  than 
400  elementary  students  partici- 
pated one-on-one  with  high 
school  FFA  members  in  activi- 
ties created  to  teach  basic  ideas 
of  agricultural  literacy.  The  con- 
vention PALS  conference  is  the 
first  step  in  helping  chapters 
establish  a  PALS  program  in 
their  home  communities. 
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The  PALS  conference  brought  local  elementary  students  to  the  national  FFA 
convention  to  participate  in  a  variety  of  fun  activities!  Lifelong  memories  and  bonds 
of  friendship  were  formed. 


FFA  members  visited  local  elementary  schools  to  teach  young  students  the 
importance  of  agriculture  in  everyday  life.  It  was  an  eye-opening  experience  for  both 
members  and  grade  school  children . 
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National  FFA  Alumni  Convention 


The  National  FFA 
Organization  isn't  the  only 
group  celebrating  an  anniversary 
this  year-  the  National  FFA 
Alumni  Association  is  celebrat- 
ing its  30th  year  of  service  to 
FFA  and  its  members.  "Every 
year  we  try  to  give  back  a  little 
more,"  said  National  FFA 
Alumni  President  Cindy 
Ettestad.  The  alumni  association 
is  an  essential  part  of  student 
success  in  the  FFA.  Ettestad 
says,  "Our  sole  mission  is  to  sup- 
port students  and  agricultural 
education." 

The  alumni  did  just  that  at 
their  30th  National  FFA 
Alumni  Convention,  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  75th 
National  FFA  Convention. 
Silent  and  live  auctions  were 
held  during  the  week  to  raise 
funds  for  WLC  (Washington 
Leadership  Conference),  colle- 
giate and  agriculture  teacher 
scholarships.  All  the  funds  raised 
through  these  events  come  back 
to  members  and  FFA  in  one 
form  or  another. 

Thousands  of  FFA  alumni 
members  portray  a  united  effort 
to  volunteer  on  behalf  of  FFA. 
Their  expertise,  loyalty  and  serv- 
ice go  above  and  beyond  the  call 
of  duty,  and  there  is  much  rea- 
son to  celebrate  their  30  years  of 
superior  dedication  to  FFA  and 
agricultural  education. 
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Joyce  Sayre  of  Milan,  Missouri,  was  one  ofthrt 
2002  Outstanding  Achievement  Award. 


individuals  recognized  with  the 


"Going  once,  going  twice,  SOLD.'"  The  National  FFA  Alumni  auction  raised  more  than  $70,000  for 
WLC,  collegiate  and  agriculture  teacher  scholarships.  This  Chevy  truck  was  the  big-ticket  item  of  the 
event. 


Foundation  sponsors 


* 


The  National  FFA  Foundation 
serves  as  a  source  of  financial  sup- 
port for  the  National  FFA 
Organization  and  agricultural  edu- 
cation. Persons,  businesses  and 
groups  who  made  monetary  con- 
tributions to  the  foundation  were 
recognized  for  their  generous  sup- 
port. Whether  sponsoring  specific 


programs  or  making  general  dona- 
tions, these  sponsors  play  a  vital 
role  in  the  success  of  FFA  and 
agricultural  education  and  con- 
tribute to  the  legacy  that  comes 
with  75  years  of  excellence. 
Corporate  and  personal  gifts  fund 
awards,  scholarships  and  degree 
programs.  These  contributions,  by 


more  than  1,700  sponsors,  are 
seen  as  an  investment  in  the 
future.  Sponsors  understand  they 
are  making  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  students  who  are  already 
beginning  to  embrace  the  leader- 
ship and  career  skills  learned 
through  FFA  as  they  rise  to  be 
leaders  in  the  agricultural  industry. 


Distinguished  Service  Citations 


The  National  FFA 
Organization  presented  the 
Distinguished  Service  Citation 
to  three  companies  who  have 
spent  years  providing  opportuni- 
ties for  FFA  members  and  agri- 
cultural education  students  to 
achieve  success.  Representatives 
from  IMC  Global,  Inc.,  Lake 
Forest,  111.,  Publishers  Press, 
Inc.,  Shepherdsville,  Ky,  and 
the  USDA  Farm  Service 
Agency  accepted  the  honor  on 
behalf  of  their  organizations 
during  an  onstage  ceremony 
held  at  the  75th  National  FFA 
Convention. 

IMC  Global,  Inc.  has  been  a 
sponsor  of  the  National  FFA 
Foundation  for  46  years.  The 
company  is  currently  demon- 
strating support  for  FFA  mem- 
bers through  the  Environmental 
and  Natural  Resources 
Proficiency  Award  Program  and 
scholarships  for  students  from 
the  Chicago  High  School  for 
Agricultural  Sciences.  IMC 
Global  was  one  of  the  first  com- 
panies to  make  a  $100,000  com- 
mitment to  the  National  FFA 
Center  capital  campaign. 
Through  their  support,  this 
company  helps  FFA  members 
realize  their  dreams  and  achieve 
success. 

Publishers  Press,  Inc.  has  been 
instrumental  in  providing  an 
outstanding  setting  for  the 
National  FFA  Environmental 


Nick  Simon  was  pleased  to  accept  the  Distinguished  Service  Citation  on  behalf  of  his 
company,  Publishers  Press. 


and  Natural  Resources  CDE. 
Each  year,  they  provide  numer- 
ous employees,  facilities  and 
financial  support  to  assure  that 
everything  necessary  for  con- 
ducting the  highest  quality 
event  is  available.  In  addition, 
the  company  provides  in-kind 
printing  services  for  the 
National  FFA  Foundation  annu- 
al report  and  Proceedings.  We 
celebrate  partners  such  as 
Publishers  Press,  Inc.  who  dedi- 
cate valuable  resources  to  stu- 
dent success. 

The  USDA  Farm  Service 
Agency  continues  to  bridge  rela- 
tionships between  FFA  and  vital 
agricultural  agencies.  For  19 
years,  the  agency  has  sponsored 
the  Stars  Over  America  Award 
Program  on  the  state  and  local 


levels  and  the  Stars  recognition 
video.  Committed  to  creating 
student  career  success,  the  agency 
provides  valuable  insight  to 
members  through  participation  in 
the  FFA  National  Agricultural 
Career  Show®.  We  congratulate 
partners  such  as  the  USDA  Farm 
Service  Agency  who  demonstrate 
the  importance  of  relationships 
in  creating  excellence. 

The  Distinguished  Service 
Citation  is  the  highest  award 
presented  to  an  organization, 
agency,  business  or  other  group 
by  the  National  FFA 
Organization.  A  limited  num- 
ber of  citations  are  awarded 
annually.  The  award  recognizes 
outstanding  contributions  made 
to  agricultural  education  and 
FFA. 
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Executive  Council 

2002  Chairman 
James  C.  Borel 

President,  DuPont  Crop  Protection 
DuPont  Company 

2003  Chairman-Elect 
Gerald  VV.  Brase 

Senior  Vice  President  Merchandising 
Tractor  Supply  Company 


2004  Chairman-Elect 
John  Rakestraw 
President  &  CEO 
ContiBeef  LLC 

Past  Chairman  2001 
Larry  Gundrum 

Retired,  Senior  Vice  President  Operations 
Kraft  Foods  North  America,  Inc. 


Sponsors'  Board 

Dwight  Armstrong,  Ph.D. 

President  and  Chief  Operating 

Officer 
North  American  Nutrition 

Companies 

Emmett  Barker 

Co-President 

Association  of  Equipment 
Manufacturers  (AEM) 

Mike  Blair,  Ph.D. 

Director,  Technical  Services  and 
New  Product  Development 
Adisseo 

Joseph  P.  Burke* 

Vice  President,  Customer  Business 
Development 
Coca-Cola  Enterprises,  Inc. 

Peg  Cherny** 

Vice  President,  Government  Affairs 
and  Communications 
Bayer  CropScience 

Kathy  Cornett 

Chairman 
McCormick  Company 

Beth  Cross 

Presiden  t/Owner 
Ariat  International 

Tom  Davis 

Publisher 

Successful  Farming/Agriculture 
Online 

Douglas  C.  DeVries 

Senior  Vice  President,  Worldwide 
Marketing,  Worldwide  Agricultural 
Equipment  Division 

Deere  &  Company 

Robert  DiMarzo* 

President,  US  Operatoins 
Pfizer  Animal  Health 

Max  A.  Fisher* 

Vice  President,  Public  Relations  and 
Communications 
Purina  Mills,  Inc. 

Mark  Good** 

Vice  President,  Global  Marketing 
New  Holland 

Kenneth  A.  Gregersen* 

Industry  Liaison 

National  Council  for  Agricultural 
Education 

Richard  C.  Hahn 

President  &  Chief  Executive  Officer 
Farmers  National  Company 

Thomas  J.  Hedge 

Area  Vice  President  Operations  - 
Central 
Kraft  Foods  North  America,  Inc. 


Dirk  Hejnal 

President  &  CEO 
Westfalia*Surge,  Inc. 

E.C.  "Murph"  Henderson,  Jr. 

Senior  Consultant  -  Feed  Industry 
AgriCapital  Corporation 

Mark  S.  Hodgson* 

Vice  President,  Business 

Development 
Novartis  Animal  Health  U.S., 

Inc. 

Bill  Howard 
Publisher 

Fastline  Publications 

Stan  J.  Howell* 

Vice  President,  Insect  Management 
Dow  AgroSciences 

Michael  Jackson** 

President 

Agri  Business  Group,  Inc. 

Pat  James* 

President  &  CFO 

Elanco  Animal  Health,  A 

Division  of  Eli  Lilly  and 

Company 

Thomas  D.  Larson 

Executive  Vice  President,  Member 
and  Public  Affairs 
CHS  Cooperatives 

Phillip  McAdams** 

President,  Wrangler  Western  Wear 
Wrangler 

Elin  Miller** 

Vice  President,  Global  Pest 
Management  Business  Unit 
Dow  AgroSciences  LLC 

Matt  Musselman** 

Director,  Feed  Sales 
Land  O'  Lakes  Farmland  Feed 
LLC 

Ed  Nicholson 

Director  of  Media  &  Community 
Relations 
Tyson  Foods,  Inc. 

Greg  Nickerson** 

President  &  CEO 

Bader  Rutter  &.  Associates,  Inc. 

J.  Pearson** 

President 

Carry-On  Trailer  Corporation 

Kerry  Preete 

Vice  President,  U.S.  Branded 
Business 
Monsanto 

Keelan  W.  Pulliam 

Group  Head,  Syngenta  Professional 
Products 
Syngenta 


Gerald  Puppe 

Vice  President,  Loss  Adjustment  & 
Insurance  Products  Division 
National  Crop  Insurance  Services 

Chris  Ragland* 

Vice  President,  Commercial 
Operations 
Intervet  Inc 

Stephen  L.  Rhea 

President  &  CEO 
Rhea  and  Kaiser  Marketing 
Communications 

Chuck  P.  Roth 

President 

Farm  Progress  Companies,  Inc. 

George  Russell* 

Vice  President,  Brand  Governance 
WW 
CaselH 

Drue  M.  Sander* 

Vice  President,  Administration 
Farmland  Industries,  Inc. 

Doug  Scott** 

Truck  Group  Marketing  Manager, 
Ford  Division 
Ford  Motor  company 

Diane  E.  Stadlen* 

Former  Senior  Vice  President 
cmfckz 

Rick  Van  Genderen 

Director,  Sales  and  Marketing 
Creativity  Center 
BASF 

Bob  Van  Schoick** 

Senior  Director  -  Sales ,  Large 
Animal  Products 
Merial 

Jack  L.  Warren,  Jr.** 

Senior  Manager,  Dodge  Truck 

Marketing  Plans 
DaimlerChrysler  Corporation  and 

Dodge  Trucks 

Thomas  G.  West** 

Vice  President 

Pioneer  Hi-Bred  International, 
Inc. 

R.M.  "Mac"  Whisner** 

Director,  Truck  Advertising  &  Sales 

Promotions 
Chevrolet  Division,  General 

Motors  Corporation 

Alan  D.  Willits 

Commerical  Leader 
Cargill  Ag  Horizons 
Cargill,  Inc. 

David  R.  Zerfoss 

President 

Husqvarna  North  America 


15-25-35-50  Year 
Sponsors 

50  Year 


DaimlerChrysler  Corporation 

Fund 
Dodge  Trucks 

Purina  Mills,  Inc. 


35  Year 


A 


Briggs  &  Stratton  Corporation 

Foundation,  Inc. 
FMC  Corporation  -  Agricultural 

Products  Group 
Merial 
Universal  Leaf  Tobacco 

Company,  Inc. 
Syngenta  Seeds,  Inc. 

£j*$  Tear 

Cooperative  Resources 

International 
Woody  &  Betsy  Cox 
Floyd  Doering 
Homer  E.  Edwards 
Nelson  &  Marilyn  Galle 
The  Gates  Corporation 
Paul  C.  Krouse 
Charles  &  Aralda  Larson 
Virgil  O.  Martinson 
Howard  C.  Morrison 
Phyllis  J.  Sokolosky 
Phyllis  Sorensen 
Martha  &  Bernie  Staller 
Toyota  Motor  Sales,  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
Weasler  Engineering 
Westfalia*Surge,  Inc. 

15  Year 

American  Floral  Endowment 

CARQUEST  Corporation,  CAR- 
QUEST  Filters/CARQUEST 
Gaskets 

Casey's  General  Stores,  Inc. 

Neil  O.  Christenson 

Julian  C.  Scruggs  &  Company 

PBI/Gordon  Corporation 

Schumacher  Electric  Corporation 

Chatles  E.  Seaton 

Smurfit-Stone  Container 
Corporation 

Nicholas  C.  Babson 

Joseph  Darcey 

R.  James  Ertl 

Hi-Lift  Jack  Company 

Mr.  Heater  Corporation 

Oakley  M.  Ray 

Regent  Lighting  Corporation 

Dennis  C.  Sargent 

Scott  Steiner 


ffa  National  Agricultural  Career  Show* 


A 


The  FFA  National  Agricultural 
Career  Show,  has  always  been  a 
favorite  convention  attraction 
for  FFA  members.  At  the  37th 
annual  career  show,  the  nearly 
350  exhibitors  included  agribusi- 
ness firms,  universities,  agricul- 
tural associations,  fundraisers, 
commodity  groups,  breed  associ- 
ations, military  branches,  FFA 
programs,  auto/truck  dealers  and 
farm  equipment  manufacturers. 
A  highlight  of  this  year's  career 
show  was  the  FFA  museum.  The 
museum  featured  the  50th  FFA 
anniversary  time  capsule,  pho- 
tos, FFA  jackets  and  other  mem- 
orabilia. Other  exhibits  included 
the  agriscience  fair,  hall  of  states 
and  agri-entrepreneur  displays. 
The  career  show  also  included  a 
variety  of  interesting  attractions 
ranging  from  rock  climbing  a 
giant  corncob  to  an  "Ag  Idol" 
karaoke  booth  and  sumo 
wrestling  to  military  fitness  chal- 
lenges. FFA  members  learned 
about  exciting  careers  and 
opportunities  in  the  agricultural 
industry  through  the  displays 
and  information  available  at  this 
year's  career  show. 
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Up,  up  and  away!  FFA  members  scaled  a  giant  corncob  and  had  fun  while  learning 
about  the  agricultural  industry. 


Career  show  exhibitors  designed  interactive  booths  to  catch  the  interest  of  members 
and  guests.  Here,  an  FFA  member's  autograph  joins  thousands  of  others  on  a  large 
map  of  the  United  States. 


Hall  of  States 


Alabama  Association 
Alaska  Association 
Arizona  Association 
Arkansas  Association 
California  Association 
Connecticut  Association 
Delaware  Association 
Florida  Association 
Georgia  Association 
Hawaii  Association 
Idaho  Association 
Illinois  Association 
Indiana  Association 
Iowa  Association 
Kansas  Association 


Kentucky  Association 
Louisiana  Association 
Maryland  Association 
Massachusetts  Association 
Michigan  Association 
Mississippi  Association 
Missouri  Association 
Montana  Association 
Nebraska  Association 
New  Hampshire  Association 
New  Jersey  Association 
New  Mexico  Association 
New  York  Association 
North  Carolina  Association 
North  Dakota  Association 


Ohio  Association 
Pennsylvania  Association 
Puerto  Rico  Association 
Rhode  Island  Association 
South  Carolina  Association 
South  Dakota  Association 
Tennessee  Association 
Texas  Association 
Vermont  Association 
Virginia  Association 
West  Virginia  Association 
Wisconsin  Association 
Wyoming  Association 
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Exhibitors 


AGCO 

AgEdNet.com 

Agribusiness  Industry  Network 

Agricultural  Consortium  of  Texas 

Abilene  Christian,  Angelo  State,  Prairie 
View  ASM.  Sam  Houston  State. 
Southwest  Texas  State,  Sul  Ross  State, 
Tarleton  State,  Texas  A&M,  Texas  A&M- 
commerce,  Texas  A&M-Kingsville.  Texas 
Tech,  West  Texas  A&M 

Alpha  Gamma  Rho  Fraternity 

American  Angus  Association 

American  Association  for  Vocational 
Instructional  Materials  (AAVIM) 

American  Belgian  Blue  Breeders 

American  Blonde  d'Aquitaine  Association 

American  Dairy  Goat  Association 

American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 

American  National  Cattlewomen  Foundation, 
Inc. 

American  Paint  Horse  Association 

American  Quarter  Horse  Youth  Association 

American  Shorthorn  Association 

American  Simmental  Association 

American  Tractor  Pullers  Associations 

American  Veterinary  Medical  Association 

Americorps  *  NCCC 

Animal  Agriculture  Alliance 

Animal  Health  Publication 

Applied  Technologies 

Aquacenter,  Inc. 

Aquatic  Eco  Systems 

Archer  Daniels  Midland  Co 

Army  National  Guard 

ASSIST/Dominican  Republic 

Association  of  Equipment  Manufacturers 
(AEM) 

Atlas  Greenhouse  Systems 

Auburn  University 

Bekaert  Wire 

Berne  Apparel 

Black  Hawk  College 

Blue  Freedom  Farm  Market 

Briggs  &  Stratton  Corporation 

Burley  Tobacco  Growers 

BWI  Companies,  Inc. 

California  Polytechnic  State  University 

Carhartt,  Inc. 

CAROUEST  Corporation 

Carry-on  Trailer,  Inc. 

Case  IH 

Caterpillar  -Think  Big 

Cave  City  Tourist  &  Convention  Center 

Ceres  International  Women's  Fraternity 

Champion  Fruit  Company 

Chevron  Texaco 

Chevy  Trucks 

Christian  Kropf,  Inc. 

CHS  Cooperatives 

Clemson  University 

Clover  Publishing 

CNH  Capital 

Colorado  State  University 

Cornell  University 

Crosman  Airguns 

Dee  Zee  Manufacturing 

Delaware  State  University 

Delaware  Valley  College 

Delmar  Thomson  Learning 

Depco  Inc. 

Diversified  Fund  Raisers 

Dodge 

Dordt  College 

Dow  AgroSciences 

DTN  (Data  Transmission  Network) 

DuPont 

Durango  Boot 

Eastern  Kentucky  University 

Equine  Industry  Program/University  of 
Louisville 

Facilitating  Coordination  in  Agricultural 
Education  FCAE 

Farm  Safety  4  Just  Kids 

Farm  Works  Software 

Farm  World  Newspapers 

Farmers  for  Christ.  International 


FarmHouse  Fraternity 

Fastline  Publications 

Fellowship  of  Christian  Farmers  International 

Ferrum  College 

Firestone  Agricultural  Tire  Company 

Florida  Farm  Bureau  Marketing  Division 

Florida  Fruit  Association,  Inc. 

Ford  Trucks 

Fundamentals  Co.,  Inc. 

GBC  Customized  Calendars 

Georgia  Agriculture  and  Ag  Education 

Consortium 

Abraham  Baldwin  Agriclutural  College, 

Fort  Valley  State  University,  Georgia  FFA, 

University  of  Georgia  College  of 

Agriculture  and  Environmental  Sciences 
Georgia  Boot 
Glory  Be  Collectibles 
Golf  Course  Superintendents  Association  of 

America 
Graduate  Study  at  Purdue  University 
Greater  Louisville  Inc.,  The  Metro  Chamber 

of  Commerce 
Hanson  Aggregates  Midwest,  Inc. 
Haywood  Community  College 
Hobar  Publications/Finney  Company 
Hobart  Welders 
Hormel  Foods  Corporation 
Horticopia  Inc. 
Hummert  International 
Illinois  Central  College 
Indiana  Soy  Products 
Indiana  Tobacco  Prevention  and  Cessation 

Board 
Instructional  Materials  Lab— University  of 

Missouri 
Instructional  Materials  Service— Texas  A&M 

University 
International  Greenhouse  Company 
International  Truck  and  Engine  Corp 
Interstate  Publishers,  Inc. 
Iowa  FFA  Foundation,  Inc. 
Iowa  State  University  College  of  Agriculture 
Iowa  Western  Livestock  Judging  Contest 
JobHog.net 
John  Deere 

Johnson  and  Wales  University 
Kansas  State  University 
Kentucky  Department  of  Agriculture 
Kentucky  Farm  Bureau  Insurance 

Companies 
Kentucky  Soybean  Association 
Kentucky  State  University 
Keystone  Steel  &  Wire  Company 
Kosair  Charities 
Kraft  Foods 
Lake  Land  College 
Langdon  Barber  Groves,  Inc 
Lehi  Valley  Trading  Co. 
Lexington  Convention  &  Visitors  Bureau 
Licensure  in  Education  for  Agricultural 

Professionals  (LEAP) 
Lincoln  Electric  Company 
Linn  State  Technical  College 
Longwood  Gardens 
Louisiana  State  University 
Ludy  Greenhouse  Manufacturers 
Maple  Grove  Distributing,  Inc. 
Mason  County  Fiscal  Court 
Michelin  North  America 
Michigan  State  University 
Mississippi  State  University 
Missouri  Fox  Trotting  Horse  Breed 

Association 
Missouri  Welding  Institute 
Monsanto  Company 
Morehead  State  University 
Morton  Salt 

MTD  Products,  Inc./Cub  Cadet 
Murray  State  University 
NAPA  AUTO  PARTS 
Nashville  Auto-Diesel  College 
National  4-H  Council 
National  AgrAbility  Program 
National  Agricultural  Aviation  Association 
National  Alliance  of  Independent  Crop 


Consultants 
National  Antique  Tractor  Pullers  Association 
National  Association  of  Agricultural 

Educators  (NAAE) 
National  Association  of  Farm  Broadcasters 
National  Bison  Association 
National  Cattlemen's  Beef  Association 
National  Cutting  Horse  Association 
National  FFA  Agriscience  Fair 
National  FFA  Alumni  Association 
National  FFA  Organization  Programs 
National  High  School  Rodeo  Association 
National  Junior  Swine  Association 
National  Peer  Helpers  Association 
National  Pork  Board 
National  Rifle  Association  of  America 
National  Safety  Council 
National  Shooting  Sports  Foundation 
National  Tractor  Pullers  Championships 
National  Wild  Turkey  Federation 
Nebraska  College  of  Technical  Agriculture 
Nebraska  Consortium 

University  of  Nebraska,  Northeast 

Community  College,  Southeast 

Community  College,  Nebraska  College  of 

Technical  Agriculture,  Wester  Nebraska 

Community  College 
New  Holland  North  America 
New  Mexico  State  University 
North  American  Limousin  Foundation 
North  American  Salt  Co. 
North  Carolina  A  &  T  State  University 
North  Carolina  State  University 
North  Dakota  State  College  of  Science 
Northeast  Iowa  Community  College 
Northerner  Boots 

Northwest  Missouri  State  University 
Nu-Way  Distributors 
Ohio  Agricultural  Technical  Institute 
Ohio  Corn  Marketing  Program 
Ohio  Curriculum  Materials  Service 
Oklahoma  Curriculum  &  Instructional 

Materials  Center 
Oklahoma  Panhandle  State  University 
Oklahoma  State  University 
Oregon  State  University 
Owen  Community  College 
Pee  Jay's  Fresh  Fruit 
Pennsylvania  State  University 
Philmont  Scout  Randi  BSA 
Pioneer 

Preston  Farms  Popcorn  Company 
Progressive  Agriculture  Foundation 
Project  Food,  Land  &  People 
Purdue  University 
Purdue  University  Safety 
Ranger  Boats 

Really  Big  Coloring  Books  LLC 
RFD-TV 

Rimol  Greenhouse  Systems,  Inc. 
Riversweet  Citrus  Sales,  Inc 
Rose  Acre  Farms,  Inc. 
Rotary  International 
Safari  Club  International  Foundation 
San  Joaquin  Delta  College 
Sigma  Alpha  Sorority 
Society  of  American  Florists 
Society  of  American  Foresters 
Southern  Arkansas  University 
Southern  Heritage  Fundraising 
Southwest  Missouri  State  University  - 

Collegiate  FFA 
Sports  Turf  Managers'  Association 
Stone  Manufacturing  &  Supply  Company 
Stuppy  Greenhouse  Manufacturing 

Company 
Sundowner  Trailers 
SUNY  Cobleskill 
Superior  Growers  Supply 
Tendersticks,  LLC. 
Texas  Instruments 
Texas  State  Technical  College 
The  American  Phytopathological  Society 
the  caplen  company 


The  Davey  Tree  Expert  Company 

Associated  Landscape  Contractors  of 

America 
The  Fraternity  of  Alpha  Zeta 
The  Globe  Program 
The  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company 
The  Humane  Society  of  the  United  States 
The  Ohio  State  University 
The  Ohio  State  University  Dept,  of  Food,  Ag. 

&  Biol.  Engr. 
The  Ohio  State  University  Dept.  of  Human  & 

Community  Resource  Dev 
The  Ohio  State  University  School  of  Natural 

Resources. 
The  University  of  Arizona 
The  Warnell  School  of  Forest  Resources 
Top  Cut  Showpig  Sires 
Toyota  Motor  Manufacturing  of  North 

America 

America's  Promise,  Foods  Resource 

Bank,  National  Public  Lands  Day,  YMCA 

National  Safe  Place 
Tractor  Supply  Company 
Tulsa  Welding  School 
Tyson  Foods  Inc. 
U.S.  Air  Force  Recruiting  Service 
U.S.  Army  Recruiting  Command 
U.S.  Custom  Harvesters,  Inc. 
U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service 
U.S.  Marine  Corps 
US  Navy  Recruiting  Command 
Unity  College 

University  of  Alaska  Fairbanks  -  SALRM 
University  of  Arkansas 
University  of  Arkansas  Dept.  of  Crop,  Soil  & 

Environmental  Sciences 
University  of  California  -  Davis 
University  of  Delaware 
University  of  Florida 
University  of  Idaho 
University  of  Illinois 
University  of  Kentucky 
University  of  Kentucky  Distance  Learning 

Programs 
University  of  Minnesota— Twin  Cities 
University  of  Missouri— Columbia 
University  of  Northwestern  Ohi 
University  of  Puerto  Rico  — Mayaguez 

Campus 
University  of  Tennessee— Knoxville 
University  of  Wisconsin  — Madison 
University  of  Wisconsin  — River  Falls 
USDA  Agricultural  Research  Service  - 

Information  Staff 
USDA  Cooperative  State  Research, 

Education  and  Extension  Service 
USDA  Economic  Research  Service 
USDA  Farm  Service  Agency 
USDA  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
USDA  Forest  Service 

USDA  Marketing  and  Regulatory  Programs 
USDA  National  Agricultural  Library 
USDA  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service 

/CENSUS 
USDA  National  Animal  Disease  Center 
USDA  Natural  Resources  Conservation 

Service 
USDA  Office  of  Inspector  General 
USDA  Risk  Management  Agency 
USDA  Rural  Business-Cooperative  Service 
Venturing  Division,  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
Vidalia  Sweet  Onions  for  Education  Program 
Virginia  Tech 
Visual  Impact  Imaging 
Ward's  Natural  Science 
Western  Illinois  University 
Western  Kentucky  University 
Winchester  Ammunition-Olin  Corporation 
WIX  Filters  Products  Division  of  Dana 

Corporation 
World  Neighbors 
Wrangler 
WYO  Tech 

Yavapai  College  -  Agribusiness 
Zeecraft  Tech 


Courtesy  Corps 


Living  to  serve...  Go  no  further  than  the  75th  National  FFA 
Convention  Courtesy  Corps  to  find  FFA  members  who  truly 
embody  the  FFA  motto.  FFA  members  volunteered  their  time  as 
courtesy  corps,  making  invaluable  contributions  at  convention  to 
ensure  a  positive  experience  for  all  attendees.  To  serve  as  courtesy 
corps,  members  submitted  an  application  and  designated  their 
desired  work  hours.  These  members  are  a  perfect  example  of  the 
FFA  motto  in  action,  and  their  service  plays  a  valuable  part  in  the 
success  of  national  convention.  Courtesy  corps  members  play  a 
variety  of  roles  including  helping  at  the  arena  stage,  working  in 
the  awards  office  and  assisting  in  the  newsroom.  "It's  awesome  to 
know  I  am  a  part  of  something  this  big,"  said  Jami  Lee  Graham  of 
the  Nelson  County  FFA  Chapter  in  Bardstown,  Ky.  All  courtesy 
corps  members  were  recognized  with  a  certificate  of  appreciation 
and  an  official  courtesy  corps  pin. 


A  special  breed  of  FFA  member  went  beyond  the  call  of  duty  to 
serve  convention-goers  as  part  of  the  Courtesy  Corps .  From 
stuffing  envelopes  to  passing  out  programs,  these  individuals  with 
the  yellow  armbands  were  a  picture  of  "living  to  serve." 


Alabama:  Billingsley  FFA,  Pell 
City  High  School 
FFA.Wetumpka  FFA 

Arkansas:  Blytheville  High 
School  FFA,  Fountain  Lake  FFA, 
Lake  Hamilton  FFA 

Arizona:  Higley  FFA,  Kofa  FFA, 
Mesquite  FFA,  Mountain  View 
FFA 

California:  Delano  FFA 

Connecticut:  Lyman  Hall  FFA 

Delaware:  Caesar  Rodney  FFA, 
Dover  FFA  Chapter,  Sussex 
Central  FFA 

Florida:  Bunnell  FFA,  J.M.  Tate 
High  School  FFA,  Kennedy 
FFA,  Lake  Butler  FFA,  New 
Smyrna  Beach  FFA,  Sebring 
Senior  FFA,  South  Dade  High 
School  FFA,  South  Lake  High 
School  FFA,  Taylor  Senior  FFA 

Georgia:  Etowah  High  School 
FFA 

Iowa:  Cascade  FFA,  Columbus 
High  School  FFA,  DeWitt 
Central  FFA,  Iowa  State 
University-Collegiate  FFA, 
Manson  Northwest  Webster  FFA 

Idaho:  Bonners  Ferry  FFA, 
Kendrick  FFA 

Illinois:  Georgetown-RidgeFarm 
FFA,  Liberty  FFA,  Minooka 
FFA,  Tn-Point  FFA,  Windsor 
FFA 

Indiana:  Carroll  HS  FFA,  Clinton 
Prairie  FFA,  Indian  Creek  High 
School  FFA,  North  Newton 
FFA,  South  Ripley  FFA, 
Woodlan  FFA 


Kansas:  Chapman  FFA,  Goessel 
FFA,  Hanover  High  School  FFA, 
Hiawatha  FFA,  Neodesha  FFA 

Kentucky:  Apollo  High  School 
FFA,  Butler  County  FFA,  Carroll 
County  FFA,  Central  Hardin, 
Christian  FFA,  Green  County 
FFA,  Jackson  County  FFA,  John 
Hardin  FFA,  Johnson  Central 
FFA,  Larue  County  FFA, 
Lincoln  County  FFA,  Madison 
Southern  FFA,  Mason  County 
FFA,  Metcalfe  County  HS  FFA, 
Nelson  County  High  School 
FFA,  Ohio  County  FFA,  Ryle 
FFA,  Woodford  County  FFA 

Louisiana:  Bogalusa  FFA,  Fifth 
Ward  Jr  FFA,  Fontamebleau 
FFA,  Franklinton  FFA,  Loranger 
FFA,  Mt.  Hermon  FFA,  Pearl 
River  High  School  FFA, 
Raceland  Middle  FFA,  Zachary 
FFA 

Minnesota:  Ag  and  Food  Science 
Academy,  Butterfield-Odin  FFA, 
Lanesboro  FFA,  Perham  FFA, 
Sibley  East  FFA 

Missouri:  Carl  Junction  FFA, 
Couch  FFA,  Gallatin  FFA, 

(  ireenfield  FFA,  I  ligginsville, 
Kelly-Benton  FFA,  Koshkonong 
FFA,  Meadville  FFA,  Nevada 
FFA,  Odessa  FFA,  Schuyler  R-l 
FFA,  Sikeston  Career  & 
Technology  Center,  Smithville 
R-II  High  School  FFA,  Union 
FFA,  Walnut  Grove  FFA, 
Willard  FFA 


Mississippi:  Enterprise-Lincoln 

County  FFA 
Montana:  Judith  Gap  FFA 
North  Carolina:  Central  Cabarrus 

FFA 
North  Dakota:  Beulah  FFA, 

Bottineau  FFA,  Gackle-Streeter 

FFA 
Nebraska:  Blair  FFA,  Harrington 

FFA,  Loup  City  FFA 
New  Hampshire:  Alvirne  FFA, 

Seacoast  School  of  Technology 

FFA 
New  Jersey:  Cumberland 

Regional  FFA,  Penns  Grove  FFA 
New  Mexico:  Artesia  FFA,  Las 

Cruces  FFA 
Ohio:  Amanda-Clearcreek  HS 

FFA,  Edgewood  FFA,  Fairbanks 

HS  FFA,  Old  Fort  FFA,  River 

View  FFA,  Talawanda  FFA, 

Vantage  Career  Center  FFA, 

Warren  FFA 
Oklahoma:  Altus  FFA,  Cashion 

FFA,  Elk  City  High  School  FFA, 

Jenks  FFA,  Sapulpa  FFA, 

Stillwater  FFA,  Tecumseh  FFA 
Oregon:  Perrydale  FFA 
Pennsylvania:  Big  Spring  FFA, 

Cumberland  Valley  FFA, 

Northern  Lebanon  FFA 
South  Carolina:  Edisto  High 

School  FFA,  Manning  FFA 
South  Dakota:  Gettysburg  High 

School  FFA,  Newell  FFA 
Tennessee:  Bolivar  Central  FFA, 

Hendersonville  FFA,  Lincoln 

County  FFA,  Mark  Twain  FFA 


Texas:  Aledo  FFA,  Aubrey  FFA, 
Bland  High  School  FFA, 
Bremond  FFA,  Bryan  FFA, 
Celeste  High  School  FFA, 
Columbus  FFA,  Commerce  FFA, 
Cotton  Center  FFA,  Desoto 
FFA,  Era  FFA,  Franklin  FFA, 
Frisco  FFA,  Garland  FFA,  Glen 
Rose  FFA,  Goldburg  FFA, 
Granger  FFA,  Greenville  FFA, 
Humble  FFA,  Huntsville  FFA, 
Idalou  FFA,  Ida  FFA,  Ira  FFA, 
Killeen  FFA,  Kingwood  FFA, 
Kirbyville  High  School  FFA, 
Leon  FFA,  Lone  Oak  FFA, 
Mabank  FFA,  Mansfield  FFA, 
McKinney  High  School  FFA, 
Northwest  High  School  FFA, 
Peaster  FFA,  Piano  East  FFA, 
Quinlan  FFA,  Roscoe  FFA, 
Schulenburg  FFA,  Sealy  FFA, 
Sinton  FFA,  Snyder  FFA,  Spring 
Branch  FFA,  Tulosa-Midway 
FFA,  Weatherford  FFA,  Weimar 
FFA 

Virginia:  Blacksburg  High  School 
FFA,  Essex  FFA,  Signal  Knob 
Middle  School  FFA 

Washington:  Bridgeport  FFA, 
Eastmont  FFA,  Evergreen  FFA, 
Stanwood  FFA 

Wisconsin:  Slinger  FFA, 
Stoughton  FFA 
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Official  Delegates 


In  a  united  effort,  the  national  officers  and  staff  call  to  order  another  year  of  unforgettable  memories  and  experiences.  The 
delegate  assembly  was  sponsored  by  the  City  of  Louisville  as  a  special  project  of  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 


This  year  a  new  delegate 
process,  which  closely  follows 
the  procedures  of  the  United 
States  Congress  committee 
hearings,  was  unveiled.  The 
process  began  this  summer  at 
the  State  Presidents' 
Conference  in  Washington, 
D.C.  State  leaders  discussed  and 
selected  nine  issues  that  would 
come  before  the  entire  delegate 
body. 

Arriving  early  the  week  of 
convention,  475  delegates  from 
around  the  nation  met  to  con- 
duct official  business  for  the 
National  FFA  Organization. 
Delegates  split  into  their  respec- 
tive committees,  heard  testi- 
monies and  then  shared  their 
findings  with  the  entire  delega- 
tion. The  group  then  voted  on 
the  recommendations  of  the 
nine  issues  and  forwarded  them 
to  the  National  FFA  Board  of 
Directors,  which  will  review 
them  in  January  2003. 

Delegates  discussed  issues  per- 
taining to  the  number  of  career 
development  event  (CDE) 
teams  that  may  compete  nation- 


ally per  state  and  official  FFA 
dress  policy.  Other  issues  ranged 
from  realigning  the  regions  for 
the  national  FFA  officer  elec- 
tions to  creating  more  opportu- 
nities for  short-term  enrollment 
agricultural  education  students. 

Alabama:  Crystal  Bradley,  Gaston; 
Ashleigh  Butts,  Leroy;  Brett  Crow, 
Danville;  Toni  Deason,  Woodland; 
Devin  Dotson,  Red  Bay;  Christopher 
Edmiston,  Jacksonville;  Cody  Eiland, 
Euaula;  Daniel  Ganus,  Leroy;  Jennifer 
Himburg,  Ariton;  Alyson  Johnson, 
Geraldine;  Christopher  Randolph  Jr., 
Jacksonville;  Grace  Smith,  Billingsley; 
Shanice  Wilson,  Billingsly;  Amy  Wise, 
Hartford 

Alaska:  Coltan  Bohman,  Palmer; 
Calvin  Kenley,  Palmer 

Arizona:  Patrick  Bray,  Tolleson;  Jess 
Gillum,  Peoria;  Brian  Hogue,  Wilcox; 
Holly  Schindler,  Buckeye;  Ray 
Woodbury,  Millennium 

Arkansas:  Carmen  Albright,  Ozark; 
Caroline  Carpenter,  Cabot;  Cody 
Comeaux,  Centerpoint;  Amanda 
Cooper,  Melbourne;  Corey  Davis, 
Clinton;  Jameson  Deen,  Searcy; 
Kristin  Glass,  Taylor;  Jessica  Groves, 
Lewisville;  Tory  Hodges,  Alpena;  Amy 
Howell,  Camden-Fairview;  Brent 


Johnson,  Quitman;  Preston  Johnson, 
Lonoke;  Jake  Smith,  Melbourne; 
Allisyn  Woodrow,  Cabot 

California:  Mark  Aguiar,  Tulare;  Jeff 
Alves,  Gait;  Denita  Arens,  Biggs; 
Tyler  Blagg;  Thomas  Bottoms, 
Escalon;  Megan  Browne  11,  Santa 
Maria-Righetti;  Luke  Browning,  Grass 
Valley;  Melissa  Burgess,  Ripon; 
Melody  Carter,  Holtvtlle;  Kimberly 
Chism,  Lemoore;  Amber  Cleaver, 
Bakersfield;  Mindy  Clisso,  San 
Marcos;  Ashley  Day,  Tollhouse-Sierra; 
Audrey  Denney,  Bradley;  John  Diaz, 
Central;  Anne  Diener,  Riverdale; 
Molly  Fagundes,  Atwater;  Gino 
Farinelli,  Escalon;  Kelly  Forsythe, 
Mariposa;  Amanda  Gilson,  Visalia- 
Redwood;  Marcus  Hollan,  Mariposa; 
Megan  Jacobsen,  Fresno-Washington; 
Anastacia  Kesley,  Fresno-Central; 
Austin  Large,  Fresno-Central;  Bianca 
Lee,  Fallbrook;  Elizabeth  Leonardi, 
Ferndale;  Danielle  Lester,  Dinuba; 
Gary  Maye,  Lucerne  Valley;  Tiffany 
Mcintosh,  Nicolaus-East  Nicolaus;  Jim 
Myers,  Paso  Robles;  Christina 
Nijskens,  Ceres;  Natalie  Phipps, 
Fresno-Central;  Gabriel  Ponce,  Santa 
Maria;  Luis  Ramierz,  Santa  Ynez; 
Lindsey  Rank,  Etna;  Katie  Robertson, 
Gait;  Becky  Roland;  Colette  Rose, 
Santa  Maria-Righetti;  Alissa 
Sarvinski,  Ferndale;  Elissa  Shipp, 
Norco;  Brandon  Souza,  Hanford; 


Ginger  Thirlavvay,  Grass  Valley-Bear 
River;  Sean  Thompson,  Lenmoore; 
Krystle  Ward,  Shingle  Springs- 
Ponderosa;  Jacob  Wenger,  Modesto; 
Brittany  Westhrook,  Firebaugh;  Trista 
White,  Lemoore;  Janelle  Williams, 
Bakersfield 

Colorado:  Robby  Adams,  Platte 
Calley;  Kyle  Carbaugh,  Greeley 
West;  Kaki  Little,  Weld-  Central; 
Brandon  Mason,  Merino;  Jake 
Michal,  Flagler 

Connecticut:  Rebecca  Cabral, 
Mattabesset;  Becky  Cleary, 
Woodbury;  Stephen  Russell, 
Housatonic;  Fred  Scoville, 
Housatonic  Valley 

Delaware:  Jimmy  Powell;  Jonathan 
Snow,  Smyrna;  Meredith  Stevenson, 
Sussex  Central 

Florida:  Kelly  Aue;  Shannon  Davis, 
Durant;  Erica  Der,  Plant  City;  Rudy 
Espinoza,  Miami;  Jorge  Guevara,  New 
Smyrna  Beach;  Emily  Hand, 
Bounstown;  Blake  Iverson,  Baker 
County  Sr.;  Stacy  Revels;  Justin 
Sharpless,  Lake  Wales;  Michele 
Sutton,  Ponce  de  Leon;  Arden 
Tilghman,  South  Lake;  Sorrell 
Vickers,  South  Manatee 


Official  delegates  shared  their  thoughts  and  ideas  during 
Wednesday's  business  session. 


Georgia:  John  Bramblett,  Jefferson; 
Brandy  Butler,  ECI;  Jamie  Dodd, 
Dade  Co.;  Brian  Elrick,  Southeast 
Bulloch;  Lori  Gilbert,  Miller  Co.; 
Sabrina  Griffin,  Brantley;  Katie 
Hearn,  Apalachee;  Alex  Hicks, 
North  Hall;  Catrina  Kennedy, 
Claxton;  Rachael  McCall,  Wilcox; 
Nathan  McLeod,  Jeff  Davis;  Ian 
McMullan,  Lumpkin  County;  Katie 
Murray;  Kristi  Smith,  Madison; 
Tnsha  Stephens,  Tift  Co.;  Ciff 
Tippens,  Clinch;  Alex  Tolbert, 
Jackson  Co.;  Julie  Townley,  North 
Hall;  Andrew  Warnock,  Bleckley; 
Ashley  Whiddon,  Perry 

Hawaii:  Cherie-Lee  Kuoha-Jose, 
Waiange;  Jameson  Ramelb,  Leilehua 


Idaho:  Mindy  Jenkins;  Casey 
Johnson;  Cody  Park,  Rigby;  Kimi 
Povey;  Christine  Schmid 

Illinois:  Emilee  Bocker,  Eastland; 
Melissa  Bramlett,  Pope  County;  Brian 
Dallam,  Franklin  Center;  Drew 
DeRiemacker,  Geneseo;  Bruce  Frank, 
Athens;  Curtis  Fry,  Cisne;  Whitney 
Hand,  Marissa;  Jay  Kelley;  Kenan 
Peters,  Chicago  HS  for  Ag  Science; 
Brian  Peterson,  Oregon;  Chad 
Pilcher,  PaxtonBuckley;  Matt 
Shriver,  Unity;  Nathan  Unsworth, 
Alexis;  Meagan  Wells,  Cisne; 
Rebecca  Yandell 

Indiana:  Jeremy  Armstrong, 
Switzerland  County;  Kyle  Culp, 
Bellmont;  Amber  Ebbert,  Tri  High; 
Tristan  Emery,  Mt.  Vernon;  Kara 
Kohlhagen,  Rensselaer;  Ben  Leu, 
Prairie;  Alicia  Lowery;  Amanda  Vore, 
Hamilton  Southeastern 

Iowa:  Toni  Carlson,  Linn  Marr; 
Cassie  Ehrman,  Benton  Community; 
Thomas  Meierotto,  Central-Lee;  Erik 
Oberbroeckling,  Tri  Star;  Betsy 
Ratashak,  Murray;  Robert  Rudolphi, 
Williamsburg;  Matt  Thome,  St. 
Ansgar;  Kathy  Wuebker,  Rockwell 
City-Lytton 

Kansas:  Kim  Clark,  Holton;  Sandy 
Dillon,  Atwood;  Erin  Heinen, 
Downs;  Jacob  Lauer,  Holcomb; 
Charles  (DanMiller,  Winfield;  Craig 
Pringle,  Winfield 

Kentucky:  Robert  Alexander, 
Christian  County;  Chad  Anglin, 
Garrard  County;  Logan  Beyke, 
Daviess  County;  Jay  Campbell,  Logan 
County;  Stephanie  Dones,  Nelson 
County;  Holly  Gilpin,  Green 
County;  Lindsey  Mayse,  Henry 
County;  Julie  Murphy,  Montgomery 
County;  Randall  Riffe,  East  Carter; 
Sara  Riggs,  Jessamine  County;  Adam 
Wadlington,  Lyon  County;  David 
Wilson,  Jackson  County;  Gregory 
Wilson,  Calloway  County 

Louisiana:  Matthew  Babcock;  J.D. 
Collinsworth;  Bryan  Crowson;  C.C. 
Dubois;  Jacob  Dufrene;  Jeffery 
Guidry,  Ceau  Chene;  Danielle 
Hebert;  Ty  Istre,  Sulphur;  Kelly 
Kline;  Ashlee  Thomas 

Maine:  Micaela  Hotham,  Presque; 
Heidi  Libby,  Presque  Isle 

Maryland:  Beth  Brooks,  Queen 
Anne's;  Larry  Riggleman  Jr.,  Clear 
Spring;  Jessica  Jager,  Harford  Tech 

Massachusetts:  Melanie  Boucher, 
Bristol;  Linda  Burke,  Essex;  Timothy 
Roy,  Cape  Cod  Tech 

Michigan:  Luke  Gentz,  Centreville; 
Laura  Hamlin,  Webberville;  Royce 
Humm,  Breckenridge;  Alysa  Isley, 
Blissfield;  Sam  Scarborough, 
Stephenson;  Scott  Smalley,  Ubly 


Minnesota:  Jillian  Becker,  Kimball; 
Jenny  Brown,  Lake  Park-Audubon; 
Beth  Lauwagie,  GFW  Pioneer 
Express;  Dawn  Luhmann,  Rushford- 
Peterson;  Kristie  Ploehn,  Jackson 
County  Central;  Suzie  Rethemeier, 
Perham;  Eric  Sawatzke,  Howard- 
Waverly-Winsted;  Kristyna  Schultz, 
Litchfield;  Rachel  Wulf,  Morris  Area 

Mississippi:  David  Busby,  Ackerman; 
Bryan  Collins;  Meredith  McCurdy, 
South  Panola;  Cyrstal  Palmer,  Pine 
Grove;  Jason  Rogers,  Independence 

Missouri:  Serena  Ehlers,  El  Dorado 
Springs;  Aaron  Hampton,  Hartville; 
Sarah  Hodges,  Salem;  Jamie  Lile, 
Strafford;  Sarah  Loehr,  St.  Clair; 
Ashley  Lyon,  Norborne;  Lee 
Magruder,  Clopton;  Adam  McGee, 
Purdy;  Kacie  Nelson,  Macon;  Garrett 
Rives,  Woodland;  Kim  Robinson, 
Doniphan;  Heather  Shauck,  Eldon; 
Austin  Swafford,  Savannah;  David 
Swaters,  Lakeland 

Montana:  Travis  Brown,  Huntley 
Project;  Marie  Franko,  Cascade; 
Lacey  Hunter,  Stevensville;  Jodie 
Johnston 

Nebraska:  Mark  Bloss,  Pawnee  City; 
Chris  Hansen,  Medicine  Valley;  Jared 
Hartman,  Laurel-Concord;  Kori 
Kock,  Logan  View;  Josh  Oltmans, 
Lawrence-Nelson;  Sarah  Placke,  St. 
Paul;  Ryan  Windhorst,  Syracuse 

Nevada:  Carl  Sarman  III,  Silver 
Sage;  Morgan  Tucker,  Diamond 
Mountain 

New  Hampshire:  Mandy  Cook, 
Seacoast;  Kerri  Rosato,  Alvirine; 
Scott  Schultz,  Coe-Brown 

New  Jersey:  Catherine  Bell, 
Cumberland;  Brian  Dalbow,  Penns 
Grove;  Robert  Gioia,  Jr.,  Penns 
Grove;  Jennifeur  Wilson,  North 
Burlington 

New  Mexico:  Elisa  French;  Stuart 
Joy,  Artesia;  Savannah  Kenney; 
Roxanne  Kidd;  Shaline  Lopez, 
Corona;  Nicci  McDonald 

New  York:  Emily  Dano,  Schohaire; 
Joshua  Miller,  Schoharie;  Jackie 
Ploetz,  Cuba  Rushford;  Lena  Smith, 
Clymer;  Amber  Twentymen,  Tully 

North  Carolina:  Marcus  Cleveland, 
Croatan;  Daniel  Correll,  Spring 
Creek;  Allison  Corriher,  South 
Rowan;  Haley  Hampton,  Smoky 
Mountain;  Ashley  Harrell,  East 
Carteret;  Camber  Howard,  Bandys; 
Caroline  Long,  North  Davidson; 
Jessica  McLain,  Eastern  Randolph; 
Christine  McPherson,  West 
Columbus;  Bobbi  Nordan,  South 
Johnston;  Jennifer  Peters,  Bartlette; 
Angie  Richardson,  Eastern  Randolph; 
Justin  Wade,  West  Carteret 
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North  Dakota:  Christy  Behm,  Des 
Lacs/Burlington;  Noah  Hall,  Berthold; 
Heather  Misek,  Hillsboro;  Nathan 
Popiel,  Beach;  Elizabeth  Rood, 
Wahpeton;  Kevin  Teigen,  Rugby 

Ohio:  Nicolas  Arnold,  Warren; 
Karen  Blankenship,  Lynchburg-Clay; 
Kisha  Bodey,  Monroeville;  Rob 
Brokaw,  Morgan;  Rebekah 
Dannemiller,  Ross;  Bethany  Frew, 
Carrollton;  Ashley  Greenbaum, 
Marysville;  Brad  Guckian,  Preble 
Shawnee;  Cara  Lawson,  Ripley; 
Ashley  Lepper,  Geona;  Abby  Pound, 
Northridge;  Cris  Sprague,  Warren; 
Joy  Stroller,  Wayne  Trace;  Jill  Tyson, 
Hillsdale;  Marlene  von  Stein,  Cory- 
Rawson;  Kimberly  Watson,  John 
Glenn 

Oklahoma:  Kelly  Barnes,  Webbers 
Falls;  Victoria  Bowden,  Atoka;  Lara 
Bridenstine,  Ripley;  Adam  Chace, 
Stroud;  Jacob  Farquhar,  Altus;  Abby 
Jo  Fischer,  Chattanooga;  Isaac  Fisher, 
Chattanooga;  Colby  Haggard,  Elk 
City;  Josh  Hawkins,  Midway; 
Jonathan  Holloway,  Chattanooga; 
Julie  Horton,  Cement;  Eric  Money, 
Calera;  Tyler  Norvell,  Amber- 
Pocasset;  Cody  Pearce,  Quinton; 
Natasha  Potter,  Merritt;  Katie  Rose, 
Durant;  Jordan  Russell,  Freedom; 
Brian  Sapp,  Wellston;  Branden  Sapp, 
Wellston;  Tracy  Smith,  Guthrie 

Oregon:  Matt  Deboodt,  Crook 
County;  Elias  Eiguren,  Jordan  Valley; 
Lauren  Farmen,  Lakeview;  Catie 
Owens,  Baket;  Ben  Sherrett, 
Stanfield;  Tia  Warren,  Hermiston 

Pennsylvania:  Andrew  Allwine, 
Bermudian;  David  Bittner,  Brothers 
Valley;  Drew  Cowden,  H.G. 
Parkinson;  Emily  Grove, 
Shippensbur;  Jonathan  Lauver, 
Middleburg;  Timothy  Lesher, 
Mahantank;  Anthony  Seymore, 
Bermudian;  Mary  Strasbaugh, 
Cumberland  Valley 

Puerto  Rico:  Sherryl  Calvo,  Utuado; 
Glays  Cuevas,  Utuado;  Eladio 
Gonzalez,  Angeles;  Christian 
Hernandez,  Botijas 

Rhode  Island:  Cheri  Beavais, 
Ponaganset;  Kevin  Siniscalchi,  EWG 

South  Carolina:  Bryan  Armstrong, 
Laurens;  Alex  Gleason,  Calhoun 
Falls;  Christopher  Moss,  Wahalla; 
Nic  Stratton,  Lexington;  Carrie 
Trebil,  Manning;  Joshua  Waters, 
Gilbert 

South  Dakota:  Ryan  Brunner, 
Newell;  Jared  Knock,  Willow  Lake; 
Mary  Kurtz,  Elkton;  Sarah 
Stratmeyer,  Lennox;  Jamie  Swan, 
Newell 

Tennessee:  Ashley  Baker,  Dyersburg; 
Pamela  Bartholomew,  Riverside;  Will 


Bird;  Melissa  Burninston,  Johnson 
County;  Hannah  Collier,  White 
County;  Travis  Crisp;  Michael  Foster; 
Rachael  Klamer,  Munford;  Julie 
Maynor,  Walker  Valley;  Rachel 
Paschall,  Dresden;  Clint  Sanders; 
Allie  Shrum,  Beech 


Utah:  Kara  Lang,  UT0025;  Stanley 
Rose,  Manila;  Tanya  Selman,  Bear 
River;  Tamra  Watson,  UT0026;  Shay 
Wells,  Diamond  Mountain 

Vermont:  Adam  Donnelly, 
Vergennes  Union;  Danielle  Welch, 
Middlebury 


W  i  fL 
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Delegates  showed  respect  for  the  American  flag  during  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 


Texas:  Lindsay  Allen,  Alvin;  Melissa 
Arhelger,  Fredricksburg;  Laura 
Ashorn,  Brenham;  Coy  Baldwin, 
Leon;  Jared  Birkhead,  Rockdale;  Cari 
Brinlee,  Howe;  Brison  Bursey, 
Quanah;  Kim  Chaney,  White  Deer; 
Michelle  Clayton,  Bowie;  Cye 
Coopet,  Olney;  Nick  Dow,  East 
Chambers;  Raymond  Earwood,  Freer; 
Brandt  Edwards,  Hamilton;  Stacy 
Fox,  Springtown;  Kati  Gilliam, 
Quanah;  Jerrod  Hancock,  Abilene; 
Joy  Holland,  James  Madison;  Dancey 
Hopping,  Memphis;  Dustin  Hunter, 
Commerce;  Catilyn  Jenkins, 
McAllen;  Jacklyn  Jones, 
Bloomington;  Jacinda  Judah,  Snyder; 
Jerod  Justice,  Athens;  Jessica 
Kempen,  Somerset;  Kata  Kliesing, 
Elkins;  Tyler  Koch,  Henderson;  Molli 
Larrison,  Cleburne;  Katie  Leigh, 
James  Madison;  Ryan  LeNorman, 
Huntsville;  Lauren  Martinez,  Pecos; 
Jessica  McCann,  Harmony;  Jacob 
Milligan,  Van;  Megan  Morasch, 
Livingston;  Zachary  Morris,  New 
Home;  Ashley  Nehring,  Anson; 
Justin  Praslicka,  Waxahachie;  Keith 
Price,  Mansfield;  Meggan  Pridemore, 
North  Lamar;  Lindsey  Rakowitz, 
Pleasanton;  Brady  Rasco,  Lockney; 
Tobin  Redwine,  Lazbuddie;  Shannon 
Redwine,  Lazbuddie;  Sara  Shook, 
Mary  Carroll;  Charles  Spiegel, 
Midlothian;  Travis  Sullivan,  Natalia; 
Morgan  Thompson,  Chapel  Hill; 
Chad  Williams,  Fairfield;  Justin 
Yancey,  Willis;  Drew  Young, 
Nacogdoches 


Virginia:  Jared  Burner,  Luray;  Forest 
Clark,  Bluestone;  Beth  Craddock, 
Chatham;  Jordan  Liskey,  Turner 
Ashby;  Abram  McConnell,  Holston; 
Katie  ONeil,  Atlee;  Derek  Ritenour, 
Central;  Laura  Shoemaker;  Wendy 
Slusher,  Fort  Defiance;  Josh  Stevens 

Washington:  Dustin  Hurter,  Sumner; 
Ric  Ibarra;  Melissa  Nuusbaum;  Per 
Pettersson;  Angie  Veldhuizen, 
Enumclaw;  Marissa  Wilkie 

West  Virginia:  Charlie  Bennett, 
Ripley;  Nona  Hunt,  Roane  County; 
Kaela  Kuhn,  Hundred;  Eden  Ritchie, 
Mineral  County;  Laura  Workman, 
Roane;  Jessica  Workman,  Elkins 

Wisconsin:  Tony  Brey,  Southern 
Door;  Peggy  Dierickx,  Monticello; 
Brooke  Erdman,  Augusta;  Larissa 
Fildes,  Colby;  Nicole  Franzen, 
Sheboygan  Falls;  April  Gnadt,  Kiel; 
Ron  Henningfeld,  East  Troy;  Laura 
Hoffelt,  Bruce;  Jeanna  James, 
Darlington;  Amanda  Levzow, 
Pardeeville;  Jackie  Mundt,  Pittsville; 
Chris  Ritscher,  Cochrane-Fountain 
City;  Matthew  Schleusnet,  Barron; 
Michael  Stranz,  Oconto  Falls;  Amber 
Jo  Swenor,  Bowler 

Wyoming:  J.  Trevor  Bekken;  Stacia 
Berry;  Troy  Siddle 


Committee  Reports 

&t   Review  Policy  for  official  FFA  dress  enforcement. 

a.  Clarify  ladies  section  of  Official  FFA  Dress  in  FFA  Manual. 

b.  Designate  an  official  pin  for  the  Discovery  FFA  Degree. 

-  original  idea  from  submissions  by  California  FFA  state  delegate  committee  andjonathon  LaPointe,  Louisiana. 


Denita  Arens,  CA 
Kelly  Aue,  FL 
Christy  Behm,  ND 
David  Bittner,  PA 
Melissa  Bramlett,  IL 
Melissa  Burgess,  CA 
Ashleigh  Butts,  AL 
Torn  Carlson,  IA 
Amber  Cleaver,  CA 
Marcus  Clevelan,  NC 
Hannah  Collier,  TN 
Beth  Craddock,  VA 
Drew  DeRiemac,  IL 
StephaniDones,  KY 
Jacob  Dufrene,  LA 
Brandt  Edwards,  TX 
Tristan  Emery,  IN 
Lauren  Farmen,  OR 
Lori  Gilbert,  GA 
Alex  Gleason,  SC 
Eladio  Gonzalez,  PR 
Erin  Heinen,  KS 
Amy  Howell,  AR 
Lacey  Hunter,  MT 
Dustin  Hunter,  TX 
Dustin  Hurter,  WA 
Jeanna  James,  WI 
Catilyn  Jenkins,  TX 
Kara  Kliesing,  TX 
Tyler  Koch,  TX 
DanielleLester,  CA 
Kaki  Little,  CO 
Dawn  Luhmann,  MN 
Gary  Maye,  CA 
Adam  McGee,  MO 
Nathan  McLeod,  GA 
Helen  McMullan,  GA 
Christop  Moss,  SC 
Kacie  Nelson,  MO 
Natalie  Phipps,  CA 
Kimi  Povey,  ID 
Meggan  Pridemor,  TX 
Jameson  Ramelb,  HI 
Larry  Rigglema,  MD 
Chris  Ritscher,  WI 
Jason  Rogers,  MS 
Katie  Rose,  OK 
Jordan  Russell,  OK 
Troy  Siddle,  WY 
Sarah  Stratmey,  SD 
Joy  Stroller,  OH 
Jill  Tyson,  OH 
Adam  Wadlingt,  KY 
Ryan  Windhors,  NE 


Ray  Woodbury,  AZ 
Allisyn  Woodrow,  AR 
Laura  Workman,  WV 

Whereas,  the  Organization  strongly  encourages  members  to  wear  correct  official 
dress. 

Whereas,  official  dress  is  not  clearly  specified  in  the  Official  FFA  Manual. 

Whereas,  the  Organization  recognizes  those  junior  high  members  for  their 
achievements  through  the  use  of  the  Discovery  FFA  Degree. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Delegate  Committee  on  Official  Dress  and 
Enforcement  recommends  the  following: 

1.  The  Official  FFA  Manual  must  be  revised  to  include  the  specific  recommendations 
below. 

2.  To  amend  the  first  paragraph  of  the  National  FFA  Consitution  in  Article  VIII. 

The  following  support  leads  this  committee  to  believe  these  recommendations  are 
needed: 

The  FFA  manual  for  dress  code  should  read:  Female  members  are  to  wear  a  black  skirt  at 
least  knee  length  or  longer,  even  across  the  bottom,  with  a  slit  no  longer  then  two  inches 
above  the  knee.  This  excludes  the  kick  pleat.  Also,  skirts  should  not  be  made  of  leather, 
lace  or  vinyl.  Female  members  shall  wear  a  white  collared  blouse,  black  dress  shoes  with  a 
closed  heel  and  toe,  black  nylon  hosiery  and  an  official  FFA  jacket  zipped  to  the  top. 
Females  may  wear  black  slacks  for  traveling  and  outdoor  activities  such  as  career  develop- 
ment events  and  camping. 

Official  dress  for  male  members  should  be  black  dress  slacks  (no  denim),  white  collared 
shirt,  official  FFA  tie,  black  shoes,  black  socks  and  an  official  FFA  jacket  zipped  to  the 
top. 

Article  VIII  Section  C  of  the  National  FFA  Constitution  should  be  amended  at  the  begin- 
ning to  read:   "Discovery  FFA  Degree  recipients  shall  be  entitled  to  wear  the  official 
Discovery  FFA  Degree  emblem  pin"...  then  follow  with  what  is  currently  written  for  the 
Greenhand  and  remaining  FFA  degrees. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  this  30th  day  of  October  by: 
Committee  Chair:  Jason  Rogers,  MS 

Committee  Vice  Chair:  David  Bittner,  PA 

Committee  Secretary:  Christy  Behm,  ND 

Action  on  Committee  Recommendation:  Passed 
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Committee  Reports 

Utilize  more  resources  for  promotion  of  FFA  in 
national  media. 


© 


Logan  Beyke,  KY 
Will  Bird,  TN 
Kisha  Bodey,  OH 
Megan  Brownell,  CA 
Brison  Bursey,  TX 
David  Busby,  MS 
Rebecca  Cabral,  CT 
Drew  Covvden,  PA 
Glays  Cuevas,  PR 
Brian  Dalbow,  NJ 
Jameson  Deen,  AR 
Sandy  Dillon,  KS 
Devin  Dotson,  AL 
Serena  Ehlers,  MO 
Jeffery  Guidry,  LA 
Colby  Haggard,  OK 
Ron  Henningf,  WI 
Alex  Hicks,  GA 
Joy  Holland,  TX 
Preston  Johnson,  AR 
Casey  Johnson,  ID 
Jodie  Johnston,  MT 
Jacklyn  Jones,  TX 
Jay  Kelley,  IL 
Savannah  Kenney,  NM 
Anastaci  Kesley,  CA 
Kaela  Kuhn,  WV 
Ryan  LeNorman,  TX 
Ashley  Lepper,  OH 
Ben  Leu,  IN 
Abram  McConnel,  VA 
Jessica  McLain,  NC 
Jake  Michal,  CO 
Eric  Money,  OK 
Zachary  Morris,  TX 
Katie  Murray,  GA 
Kristie  Ploehn,  MN 
ChristopRandolph,  AL 
Lindsey  Rank,  CA 
Katie  Robertso,  CA 
Becky  Roland,  CA 
Robert  Rudolphi,  IA 
Branden  Sapp,  OK 
Justin  Sharpies,  FL 
Scott  Smalley,  MI 
Michele  Sutton,  FL 
Jamie  Swan,  SD 
Nathan  Unsworth,  IL 
Krystle  Ward,  CA 
Tia  Warren,  OR 
Shay  Wells,  UT 
Marissa  Wilkie,  WA 
David  Wilson,  KY 
Drew  Young,  TX 


original  idea  from  submissions  by  Sierra  Blanton,  Georgia  and  Terry  Almond,  Georgia. 


Whereas,  we  the  members  of  the  national  committee 
for  the  promotion  of  the  FFA  in  the  national  media, 
after  hearing  testimony  from  FFA  members,  the  commit- 
tee realizes  that  the  utilization  of  the  national  media  to 
the  promotion  of  the  FFA  is  of  high  priority. 

Whereas,  this  being  a  very  broad  and  prominent  issue, 
we  as  a  committee  with  restricted  resources  and  time  feel 
that  we  can  not  effectively  cover  all  avenues  of  this  issue 
in  our  time  frame. 

Whereas,  we  the  committee  feel  this  issue  could  bet- 
ter be  handeled  by  a  task  force  to  further  pursue  media 
promotion  based  upon  human  and  financial  resources  of 
the  National  FFA  Organization. 


Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Delegate 
Committee  on  Utilizing  more  Resources  for  Promotion 
of  FFA  in  National  Media  recommends  the  following: 

1.  Create  a  task  force  appointed  by  National  FFA 
staff  to  pursue  media  efforts  to  promote  the  National 
FFA  Organization. 


The  following  programs  and  services  would  be  impact- 
ed by  these  committee  recommendations: 


Between  press  releases,  media  advisories  and  radio 
interviews ,  national  staff  and  interns  worked  hard  to  gain 
coverage  of  the  convention. 


1.  Educate  current  supporters  of  the  National  FFA  Organization  on  ways  that  they  can  promote 
their  products  at  FFA  activities.  Activities  could  include  national  FFA  convention  as  well  as  state 
conventions. 

2.  Develop  a  national  media  theme  and  educate  and  train  FFA  members  to  properly  utilize  promo- 
tional opportunities  for  the  FFA.  Ways  to  educate  could  include  having  MP3  files  on  the  national 
website  for  local  members  to  download  and  distribute.  Also,  to  create  a  step-by-step  guide  book 
for  chapters  to  follow  while  promoting  the  national  FFA  theme. 

3.  1.  Those  in  charge  of  internet  promotion  purchase  banner  ads  on  relevant  sites  that  will 
hotlink  to  the  national  website.  2.   Develop  a  section  for  parents  on  the  national  website  that  will 
allow  parents  to  access  information  about  leadership  skills  offered  to  students  through  the  FFA.   3. 
MP3  and  oral  promotions  from  national  FFA  officers,  celebrities,  political  figures,  etc.,  be  made 
available  to  FFA  members  for  use  in  their  promotion  of  the  organization. 

4-  The  following  new  sections  be  added  to  New  Horizons  magazine:  1 .  Personal  FFA  Experiences: 
A  section  with  stories  from  past  members,  or  people  who's  lives  have  been  influenced  or  affected 
by  the  FFA.  2.  Where  are  they  now?:  A  section  devoted  to  catching  up  with  past  national  officers 
that  will  tell  about  their  experiences  (careers,  travels,  etc.)  since  their  term  as  a  national  officer.   3. 
What  do  ya  think  about  us?:  A  section  offering  positive  comments  given  to  the  FFA  by  people  in 
the  public  eye.  4.  Are  ya  up  to  it?  A  page  listing  challenges  for  FFA  members/officer  teams  to  com- 
plete before  the  next  issue  comes  out.  When  the  next  issue  comes  out,  print  stories  sent  in  by 
members  who  fulfilled  the  challenge,  along  with  the  next  months  challenge.  REGARDING  THE 
NEW  HORIZONS  MAGAZINE,  we  reccommend  that  the  New  Horizons  magazine  be  translated 
into  Spanish  so  we  can  better  reach  our  members  in  Puerto  Rico. 

5.  Encourage  new  and  current  sponsors  to  display  the  FFA  symbol  on  the  package  of  their  product 
and  in  advertisements  for  their  product.  Encourage  states  to  advertise  their  chief  state  products 
using  FFA  members  (i.e.:  Wisconsin  State  Officers  eat  Wisconsin  Cheese) 

Respectfully  submitted  on  this  30th  day  of  October  by: 

Committee  Chair  Serena  Ehlers,  MO 

Committee  Vice  Chair  Rob  Rudolphi,  IA 

Committee  Secretary:  Jamie  Swan,  SD;  Katie  Murray,  GA 


Action  on  Committee  Recommendation:  Passed 


Committee  Reports 

Wi   Describe  the  role  of  FFA  in  the  promotion  and 
^   development  of  agricultural  industry. 

What  should  be  the  role  oi  FFA  in  the  promotion  and  development  of  the  agricultural  industry? 
-  original  idea  from  submission  by  Jennifer  Rainey,  Kansas 


Andrew  Allwine,  PA 
Bryan  Armstron,  SC 
Matthew  Bahcock,  LA 
Kelly  Barnes,  OK 
Cheri  Beavais,  RI 
Karen  Blankens,  OH 
Thomas  Bottoms,  CA 
Brandy  Butler,  GA 
Jay  Campbell,  KY 
Kyle  Carbaugh,  CO 
Caroline  Carpente,  AR 
Kim  Clark,  KS 
Forest  Clark,  VA 
Mindy  Clisso,  CA 
Daniel  Correll,  NC 
Emily  Dano,  NY 
Peggy  Dierickx,  Wl 
Nick  Dow,  TX 
C.C.  Dubois,  LA 
Elias  Eiguren,  OR 
Cody  Eiland,  AL 
Molly  Fagundes,  CA 
Stacy  Fox,  TX 
Bethany  Frew,  OH 
Chris  Hansen,  NE 
Jennifer  Himburg,  AL 
Brian  Hogue,  AZ 
Dancey  Hopping,  TX 
Nona  Hunt,  WV 
Blake  Iverson,  FL 
Megan  Jacobsen,  CA 
Stuart  Joy,  NM 
Catrina  Kennedy,  GA 
Jared  Knock,  SD 
Kara  Kohlhage,  IN 
Ashley  Lyon,  MO 
Lindsey  Mayse,  KY 
Jessica  McCann,  TX 
Heather  Misek,  ND 
Jackie  Mundt,  WI 
Erik  Oberbroe,  IA 
Brian  Peterson,  IL 
Chad  Pilcher,  IL 
Tobin  Redwine,  TX 
Garrett  Rives,  MO 
Clint  Sanders,  TN 
Brian  Sapp,  OK 
Alissa  Sarvinsk,  CA 
Eric  Sawatzke,  MN 
Matthew  Schleusn,  WI 
Jonathan  Snow,  DE 
Brandon  Souza,  CA 
Trisha  Stephens,  GA 
Tamra  Watson,  UT 


Whereas,  FFA  is  a  national  youth  organization,  built  around  agricultural 
education. 

Whereas,  in  response  to  the  quesiton  of  the  role  of  FFA  in  the  promotion  and 
development  of  the  agricultural  industry. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Delegate  Committee  on  describing  the 
role  of  FFA  in  the  promotion  and  development  of  the  agricultural  industy  rec- 
ommends the  following: 

1.  That  the  FFA  utlizes  the  current  programs  such  as  Food  for  America,  PALS,  SAEs 
and  various  other  programs  to  promote  and  support  the  agricultural  industry. 

2.  To  insert  agricultural  industry  development  into  the  national  chapter  award. 

3.  The  FFA  develops  a  new  program  for  middle  school  students  that  promotes  the  agri- 
cultural industry  and  makes  them  aware  of  how  agriculture  affects  and  benefits  them. 

The  following  programs  and  services  would  be  impacted  by  these  committee 
recommendations: 

1.  Provide  necessary  materials,  provide  necessary  incentives,  provide  guidelines  for  initi- 
ation of  programs  at  the  local  level.  Gain  assistance  from  national,  state  and  local  alum- 
ni organizaitons.  Promote  at  convention,  state  officer  workshops  and  press  releases. 
Develop  a  reference  for  promoting  the  agricultural  industry  for  use  on  the  state  and 
local  levels. 

2.  Have  chapters  educate  the  community  publicly  about  the  agricultural  industry. 


Respectfully  submitted  on  this  30th  day  of  October  by: 
Committee  Chair:  Brian  Hogue,  AZ 

Committee  Vice  Chair:  Matthew  Schleusner,  WI 

Committee  Secretary:  Jennifer  Himbrug,  AL 

Action  on  Committee  Recommendation:  Passed 


FFA  advisors  are 
critical  to  the  success 
of  a  local  chapter  and 
its  members.  Being  an 
agriculture  teacher  can 
be  a  lot  of  fun! 
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Committee  Reports 

Change  the  regional  alignment  for  the  election  of 
national  FFA  officers. 


m 


Lindsay  Allen,  TX 
Jeff  Alves,  CA 
Emilee  Bocker,  IL 
John  Bramblet,   GA 
Travis  Brown,   MT 
Linda  Burke,  MA 
Jared  Burner,   VA 
Sherryl  Calvo,   PR 
Cody  Comeaux,   AR 
Brett  Crow,  AL 
KyleCulp,  IN 
Shannon  Davis,   Fl 
Toni  Deason,  AL 
Michael  Foster,   TN 
Holly  Gilpin,  KY 
Kristin  Glass,  AR 
Laura  Hamlin,  MI 
Jerrod  Hancock,   TX 
Emily  Hand,  FL 
Whitney  Hand,  IL 
Josh  Hawkins,  OK 
JonathanHolloway,  OK 
Camber  Howard,   NC 
Kelly  Kline,  LA 
Mary  Kurtz,   SD 
Kara  Lang,  UT 
Jamie  Lile,  MO 
Rachael  McCall,  GA 
Meredith  McCurdy,  MS 
Tiffany  Mcintosh,   CA 
Ashley  Nehring,  TX 
BobbiNordan,  NC 
Josh  Oltmans,  NE 
Catie  Owens,   OR 
Abby  Pound,  OH 
Keith  Price,  TX 
Lindsey  Rakowitz,   TX 
Betsy  Ratashak,  IA 
Suzie  Rethemei,  MN 
Holly  Schindle,  AZ 
Fred  Scoville,  CT 
Elissa  Shipp,   CA 
Wendy  Slusher,  VA 
Michael  Stranz,   WI 
Mary  Strasbau,   PA 
Amber  Jo  Swenor,  WI 
Kevin  Teigen,  ND 
Morgan  Thompson,  TX 
Morgan  Tucker,  NV 
Angie  Veldhuiz,  WA 
Marlene  Von  Stei,  OH 
Joshua  Waters,  SC 
Jacob  Wenger,  CA 
Brittany  Westbroo,  CA 
Jessica  Workman,  WV 


-  original  idea  from  submission  by 
California  FFA  state  delegate 

Whereas,  national  officer  selection 
plays  an  important  part  in  our  organi- 
zation. 

Whereas,  national  officers  represent 
members  throughout  our  country. 

Whereas,  Public  Law  and  the 
National  FFA  Constitution  and 
Bylaws  specify  four  regions  to  be  used 
in  the  selection  of  national  officers. 


Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA 
Delegate  Committee  on  National 
Officer  Regional  Alignment  recom- 
mends the  following: 

1.  To  realign  the  four  national  officer 
regions  while  maintaining  geographic 
coherence,  so  that  the  number  of  asso- 
ciations in  each  is  approximately 
equal. 


Julie  Tyson  was  thrilled  to  hear  her  name  called  as  the 
eastern  region  vice  president. 


The  following  support  leads  this  committee  to  believe  these  recommendations 
are  needed: 

We  felt  there  was  a  change  needed  in  the  regional  alignment  so  that  each  association's 
national  officer  candidate  has  an  approximately  equal  number  of  candidates  against 
which  to  compete.  Currently,  the  national  officer  candidates  from  regions  with  more 
associations  potentially  experience  greater  competiton.  Furthermore,  regions  with 
fewer  associations  have  less  chance  of  yielding  multiple  national  officers. 

The  following  programs  and  services  would  be  impacted  by  these  committee 
recommendations : 

This  proposal  would  potentially  affect  the  composition  of  the  national  officer  team, 
the  national  officer  nominating  committee  and  of  the  National  FFA  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  this  30th  day  of  October  by: 

Committee  Chair:  Lindsay  Allen,  TX 

Committee  Vice  Chair:  Jonathan  Holloway,  OK 

Committee  Secretary:  Holly  Schlinder,  AZ 

Action  on  Committee  Recommendation:  Passed 


Committee  Reports 

W?i   Create  more  opportunities  for  short-term 
^   enrollment  of  agricultural  education  students. 

-  original  idea  from  ag  teacher  comments  collected  and  submitted  by  National  FFA  Officers . 


Robert  Alexande,  KY 
Laura  Ashorn,  TX 
Pamela  Bartholo,  TN 
Catherin  Bell,  NJ 
Mark  Bloss,  NE 
Crystal  Bradley,  AL 
Tony  Brey,  WI 
Rob  Brokaw,  OH 
Bryan  Crowson,  LA 
Jamie  Dodd,  GA 
Christop  Edmiston,  AL 
Rudy  Espinoza,  FL 
Elisa  French,  NM 
Amanda  Gilson,  CA 
Ashley  Greenbau,  OH 
Marcus  Hollan,  CA 
Brent  Johnson,  AR 
Jerod  Justice,  TX 
Calvin  Kenley,  AK 
Elizabet  Leonardi,  CA 
Amanda  Levzow,  WI 
Heidi  Libby,  ME 
Alicia  Lowery,  IN 
Lee  Magruder,  MO 
Charles  Miller,  KS 
Christin  Nijskens,  CA 
Melissa  Nuusbaum,  WA 
Cody  Park,  ID 
Cody  Pearce,  OK 
Kenan  Peters,  IL 
Jennifer  Peters,  NC 
Gabriel  Ponce,  CA 
Nathan  Popiel,  ND 
Natasha  Potter,  OK 
Randall  Riffe,  KY 
Eden  Ritchie,  WV 
Carl  Sarman  I,  NV 
Sam  Scarboro,  MI 
Kristyna  Schultz,  MN 
Scott  Schultz,  NH 
Sara  Shook,  TX 
Allie  Shrum,  TN 
Kristi  Smith,  GA 
Lena  Smith,  NY 
Charles  Spiegel,  TX 
Josh  Stevens,  VA 
Meredith  Stevenso,  DE 
Travis  Sullivan,  TX 
Carrie  Trebil,  SC 
Janelle  Williams,  CA 
Karhy  Wuebker,  IA 
Rebecca  Yandell,  IL 


Whereas,  the  FFA  turns  over  about  half  of  its  membership  annually  it  is  estimat- 
ed that  as  many  as  200,000  members  of  the  465,  000  are  short  term  members. 

Whereas,  all  FFA  chapters  have  short-term  members. 

Whereas,  short-term  members  are  limited  in  time  to  complete  the  same  number 
of  opportunities  as  long-term  students. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Delegate  Committee  on  short-term  student 
opportunities  recommends  the  following: 

1.  National  FFA  provide  support  for  advisors  in  reference  to  short-term  students  includ- 
ing a  workshop  at  national  convention,  adding  a  section  on  the  LPS  CD  and  other  pub- 
lished resources. 

2.  Revise  FFA  degree  promotional  materials  to  emphasize  degrees  attainable  in  two  years 
at  the  local  level. 

3.  Promote  having  a  greenhand  quiz  on  the  state  level. 

4-  FFA  membership  eligibility  of  independent  study  and  home  school  students  is  at  the 
discretion  of  the  local  FFA  advisor  and  school  officials. 

The  following  support  leads  this  committee  to  believe  these  recommendations 
are  needed: 

By  informing  agriculture  teachers  of  all  the  opportunities  that  short-term  membership  has 
to  offer  will  provide  teachers  with  the  tools  to  assist  short-term  students  to  achieve  their 
highest  possible  potential. 

Current  promotional  materials/handbooks  are  focused  on  a  four  year  program  and  may 
not  clearly  state  the  opportunities  for  a  person  in  a  short-term  program. 

By  promoting  a  greenhand  quiz,  equal  opportunities  are  available  for  all  greenhands  with- 
out discriminating  grade  levels. 

Nontraditional  programs  give  those  students  that  didn't  have  an  agriculture  opportunity 
due  to  homeschooling  or  other  reasons  for  short-term  enrollment,  with  the  opportunity 
to  expand  their  experiences  through  agriculture  classes.  The  advisors  and  school  board 
members  will  have  final  say  on  whats  thought  and  if  that  program  is  available. 

The  following  programs  and  services  would  be  impacted  by  these  committee  rec- 
ommendations: 

Add  a  workshop  cost  for  national  convention  and  promotional  material  cost. 

Promotional  material  changes  and  editorial  costs. 

State  cost  would  be  incurred  to  create  and  implimate  contests. 

Membership  would  increase  and  many  short  term  students  would  be  transformed  into 
long-term  students. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  this  30th  day  of  October  by: 

Committee  Chair:  Cody  Park,  ID 

Committee  Vice  Chair:  Dan  Miller,  KS 

Committee  Secretary:  Meredith  Stevenson,  DE 

Action  on  Committee  Recommendation:  Passed 
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Committee  Reports 

Clarify  the  role  of  FFA  in  the  global  economy. 


IS 


Jared  Birkhead,  TX 
Melissa  Burninst,  TN 
Melody  Carter,  CA 
Becky  Cleary,  CT 
Bryan  Collins,  MS 
Mandy  Cook,  NH 
Amanda  Cooper,  AR 
Allison  Corriher,  NC 
Travis  Crisp,  TN 
Rebekah  Dannemil,  OH 
Ashley  Day,  CA 
Erica  Der,  FL 
Anne  Diener,  CA 
Raymond  Earwood,  TX 
Amber  Ebbert,  IN 
Abby  Jo  Fischer,  OK 
Bruce  Frank,  IL 
Nicole  Franzen,  WI 
Luke  Gentz,  MI 
April  Gnadt,  WI 
Brad  Guckian,  OH 
Jorge  Guevara,  FL 
Jared  Hartman,  NE 
Ty  Istre,  LA 
Chene-LKuoha-Jo,  HI 
Molli  Larrison,  TX 
Jonathan  Lauver,  PA 
Beth  Lauwagie,  MN 
Shaline  Lopez,  NM 
Joshua  Miller,  NY 
Jacob  Milligan,  TX 
Tyler  Norvell,  OK 
Katie  ONeil,  VA 
Justin  Praslick,  TX 
Derek  Ritenour,  VA 
Christin  Schmid,  ID 
Heather  Shauck,  MO 
Kevin  Siniscal,  RI 
Nic  Stratton,  SC 
Matt  Thome,  IA 
Sean  Thompson,  CA 
Ciff  Tippens,  G A 
Andrew  Wamock,  GA 
Gregory  Wilson,  KY 
Amy  Wise,  AL 


What  direction  should  be  set  in  terms  of  purchasing  of  imported  supplies, 
partnering  with  foreign  organizations,  etc.? 

-  original  idea  from  student  comments  collected  and  submitted  by  National  FFA  Officers. 

Whereas,  the  official  FFA  jacket  is  not  always  available  to  members  in  a  timely  fashion. 
Whereas,  the  price  of  a  domestically  produced  and  manufactured  jacket  is  expected  to  rise. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Delegate  Committee  on  Clarifying  the  role  of  the  FFA  in  the  Global 
Economy  recommends  the  following: 

1.  The  committee  has  unanimously  determined  that  the  official  FFA  jacket  should  be  manufactured  in  the  location  that 
will  ensure  the  lowest  price  to  FFA  members. 

2.  The  committee  has  unanimously  determined  that  the  corduroy  used  in  the  official  FFA  jacket  shall  be  produced  in 
the  United  States  of  domestic  raw  materials. 

3.  The  committee  has  unanimously  determined  that  FFA  members  should  retain  the  option  of  purchasing  an  American- 
made  jacket  even  if  a  higher  price  is  necessary. 

4.  The  committee  has  unanimously  determined  that  the  number  of  official  FFA  jackets  produced  overseas  shall  be  deter- 
mined either  by  excess  quantity  demanded  during  peak  periods,  or  by  a  predetermined  percentage  of  total  jacket  orders. 

5.  The  committee  has  unanimously  determined  that  any  manufacturer  of  the  official  FFA  jacket  shall  adhere  to  the 
same  standards  of  quality  and  ethical  labor  practices  that  are  required  by  the  United  States  government. 

6.  The  committee  has  unanimously  determined  that  the  personalized  lettering  of  the  official  FFA  jackets  should  be  done 
in  the  United  States  if  it  is  cost  effective. 

The  following  support  leads  this  committee  to  believe  these  recommendations  are  needed: 

It  has  been  determined  that  jacket  price  affects  jacket  sales  which  in  turn  affects  participation  in  official  FFA  activities. 
Many  members  who  are  unable  to  afford  a  jacket  choose  not  to  participate  due  to  their  lack  of  a  jacket.  An  increase  in 
price  will  deter  new  FFA  members  from  purchasing  the  official  FFA  jacket. 

The  FFA  was  founded  on  the  beliefs  of  the  American  agriculturist.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  members,  at  present,  to  contin- 
ue to  uphold  these  prinicples  by  supporting  the  American  agriculture  industry.  This  ideal  is  reflected  by  the  use  of 
United  States  cotton  in  the  official  FFA  jacket  and  the  belief  that  the  FFA  jacket,  a  symbol  of  our  organization  and 
American  agriculture,  should  be  made  of  domestic  products. 

Many  members  have  strong  sentiments  concerning  domestic  production  of  the  official  FFA  jacket.  They  are  willing  to 
pay  a  higher  price  for  a  jacket  produced  and  manufactured  entirely  in  the  United  States.  Members  want  the  FFA  to  be 
able  to  fulfill  this  niche  market. 

Members  do  not  want  to  wait  an  excessive  amount  of  time  to  receive  their  jackets  during  peak  periods.  Moving  produc- 
tion overseas  during  these  periods  or  solely  based  on  the  quantity  demanded  at  all  times  will  ensure  that  members 
receive  their  jackets  in  a  more  timely  fashion. 

"Members  do  not  want  the  official  FFA  jacket  to  be  manufactured  using  labor  practices  that  the  United  States 
does  not  condone.  Lower  quality  standards  in  other  countries  are  unacceptable  in  the  construction  of  the  FFA 
jackets.  Intergrity  and  high  quality  in  the  production  and  manufacture  of  the  FFA  jacket  must  be  maintained 
at  all  times,  in  all  locations." 


The  following  programs  and  services  would  be  impacted  by  these  committee  recommendations: 

Our  recommendation  could  possibly,  but  not  necessarily,  affect  the  manufacturing  company  in  Van  Wert,  Ohio,  by  caus- 
ing a  possible  reduction  or  elimation  of  their  business.  This  company  could  possibly  be  put  out  of  business  if  FFA  jackets 
are  manufactured  entirely  overseas.  This  will  result  in  the  loss  of  jobs  in  Van  Wert,  Ohio. 


Respectfully  submitted  on  this  30th  day  of  October  by: 
Committee  Chair:  Luke  Gentz,  Ml 

Committee  Vice  Chair:  Tyler  Istre,  LA 

Committee  Secretary:  Christine  Schmid,  ID 

Action  on  Committee  Recommendation:  Passed 
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Committee  Reports 

g>|   Establish  policy  for  wearing  lapel  pins  on  FFA  jackets. 


-  origiiml  idea  from  submission  by  California 
FFA  state  delegate  committee. 


Whereas,  the  committee  recognizes  the  importance  of  pride  in  the 
FFA  jacket. 


Robby  Adams,  CO 
Mark  Aguiar,  CA 
Chad  Anglin,  KY 
Charlie  Bennett,  WV 
Victoria  Bowden,  OK 
Lara  Bridenst,  OK 
Cari  Brinlee,  TX 
Beth  Brooks,  MD 
Jenny  Brown,  MN 
Luke  Browning,  CA 
Kim  Chaney,  TX 
Michelle  Clayton,  TX 
J.D.  Collinsw,  LA 
Cye  Cooper,  TX 
Corey  Davis,  AR 
Matt  Deboodt,  OR 
John  Diaz,  CA 
Brian  Elrick,  GA 
Brooke  Erdman,  WI 
Curtis  Fry,  IL 
Robert  Gioia,  J,  NJ 
Emily  Grove,  PA 
Katie  Hearn,  GA 
Christia  Hernande,  PR 
Micaela  Hotham,  ME 
Royce  Humm,  Ml 
Rachael  Klamer,  TN 
Kori  Kock,  NE 
Bianca  Lee,  CA 
Jordan  Liskey,  VA 
Rachel  Paschall,  TN 
Per  Petterss,  WA 
Luis  Ramierz,  CA 
Kim  Robinson,  MO 
Elizabet  Rood,  ND 
Jake  Smith,  AR 
Cris  Sprague,  OH 
David  Swaters,  MO 
Sorrell  Vickers,  FL 
Amanda  Vore,  IN 
Justin  Wade,  NC 
Kimherly  Watson,  OH 
Chad  Williams,  TX 
Shanice  Wilson,  AL 


Whereas,  the  committee  also  understands  the  importance  in  each 
members'  individual  pride. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Delegate  Committee  on  estab- 
lishing policy  for  wearing  lapel  pins  on  FFA  jackets  recommends  the 
following: 

1.  Allow  members  to  wear  one  object  of  official  activity  parapher- 
nalia on  the  jacket  for  the  duration  of  that  activity  and  at  no  other 
time  and  allow  one  other  official  FFA  pin  to  be  worn  at  all  times. 

The  following  support  leads  this  committee  to  believe  these  recom- 
mendations are  needed: 

Examples  of  official  activity  paraphernalia  might  include  official  conven- 
tion buttons,  delegate  buttons,  officer  candidate  buttons,  chorus  and  band 
pins,  career  pins,  stickers  or  patches. 

The  following  programs  and  services  would  be  impacted  by  these 
committee  recommendations: 

Changes  would  need  to  be  made  in  the  Official  FFA  Manual  to  include  sug- 
gested policy. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  this  30th  day  of  October  by: 

Committee  Chair:  Jordan  Liskey,  VA 

Committee  Vice  Chair:  Royce  Humm,  MI 

Committee  Secretary:  Rachael  Klamer,  TN 

Action  on  Committee  Recommendation:  Passed 
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Committee  Reports 

Change  how  the  number  of  teams  that  compete  in 
national  CDEs  is  determined.  One  team  minimum, 
up  to  three  based  on  percent  of  membership 
populations. 

-  original  idea  from  submission  by  Texas  FFA  state  delegate  committee. 


m 


Carmen  Albright,  AR 
Jeremy  Armstrong,  IN 
Nicolas  Arnold,  OH 
Coy  Baldwin,  TX 
Jillian  Becker,  MN 
Stacia  Berry,  WY 
Ryan  Brunner,  SD 
Kimberly  Chism,  CA 
Brian  Dallam,  IL 
Audrey  Denney,  CA 
Adam  Donnelly,  VT 
Gino  Fannelli,  CA 
Larissa  Fildes,  WI 
Marie  Franko,  MT 
Kati  Gilliam,  TX 
Jess  Gillum,  AZ 
Noah  Hall,  ND 
Haley  Hampton,  NC 
Ashley  Harrell,  NC 
Danielle  Hebert,  LA 
Julie  Horton,  OK 
Ric  Ibarra,  WA 
Jessica  Jager,  MD 
Jacinda  Judah,  TX 
Roxanne  Kidd,  NM 
Austin  Large,  CA 
Katie  Leigh,  TX 
Timothy  Lesher,  PA 
Sarah  Loehr,  MO 
Julie  Maynor,  TN 
Thomas  Meierotto,  IA 
Julie  Murphy,  KY 
Cyrstal  Palmer,  MS 
Sarah  Placke,  NE 
Jimmy  Powell,  DE 
Craig  Pringle,  KS 
Shannon  Redwine,  TX 
Stacy  Revels,  FL 
Stanley  Rose,  UT 
Timothy  Roy,  MA 
Stephen  Russell,  CT 
Ben  Sherrett,  OR 
Laura  Shoemaker,  VA 
Grace  Smith,  AL 
Tracy  Smith,  OK 
Austin  Swafford,  MO 
Ginger  Thirlaway,  CA 
Alex  Tolbert,  GA 
Amber  Twentymen,  NY 
Meagan  Wells,  IL 
Ashley  Whiddon,  GA 
Jennifeur  Wilson,  NJ 
Justin  Yancey,  TX 


Whereas,  membership  statistics  were  presented  to  the  committee,  as  opposed  to  participation 
statistics.  Therefore,  more  information  would  be  necessary  to  make  a  decision  favoring  change. 
More  information  concerning  individual  career  development  events  and  their  coordination  would 
be  needed  as  well. 

Whereas,  accurate  participation  documentation  over  the  span  of  several  years  would  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to  make  an  informed  change  to  rules  or  format  of  National  FFA  Career  Development 
Events. 

Whereas,  specific  action  to  be  taken  is  not  clear  at  this  time.  At  this  time,  we  cannot  change 
the  CDE  format  based  on  the  statistics  provided  and  research  conducted. 

Whereas,  this  proposal  is  unfair  to  all  members  of  the  organization.  Quantity  does  not  automat- 
ically equal  quality.  Smaller  states  would  lose  their  status  of  equality  and  may  be  subject  to  domi- 
nation by  the  number  of  teams  from  larger  states.  This  situation  would  occur  using  any  of  the 
alternate  methods  suggested  to  date  for  determining  the  number  of  teams  certified  to  compete. 

Whereas,  there  are  many  unanswered  questions  regarding  the  logistical  and  economical 
feasability.  We  do  not  know  whether  or  not  we  will  have  the  space,  time,  money,  volunteers  and 
convention  facilities  to  accommodate  the  additional  participants.  This  will  also  place  an  addition- 
al strain  on  sponsors  of  career  development  events  and  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Delegate  Committee  on  Changing  how  the  number  of 
teams  that  compete  in  national  CDEs  is  determined;  one  team  minimum,  up  to  three  based  on 
percent  of  membership  population  recommends  the  following: 

1.  Due  to  the  overwhelming  opposition  of  this  proposition,  we  recommend  no  change  to  the 
current  system  for  CDE  participation  on  the  national  level. 

The  following  support  leads  this  committee  to  believe  these  recommendations  are  needed: 

Due  to  confusion  regarding  methods  by  which  number  of  teams  would  be  determined,  many 
delegates  were  not  comfortable  making  a  decision  for  a  change  of  this  magnitude  without  fur- 
ther research  and  information. 

Sponsorship  required  for  each  of  the  23  CDEs  ranges  from  $30,000-50,000  at  this  time.  In 
addition  to  hard  costs  for  each  event,  this  total  also  includes  medals,  plaques  and  funds  for  stu- 
dent scholarships  ranging  from  $5,000-10,000  per  event.  This  total  does  not  include  donations 
of  facilities  and  staff  by  local  and  state-based  businesses  and  associations.  Without  these 
behind  the  scenes  contributions,  hard  costs  would  be  even  greater.   Increasing  participants  in 
any  CDE  would  increase  costs. 

Effects  on  staff  and  facilities  needed  would  increase  tremendously. 

With  each  state  sending  only  one  team  to  national  events,  they  are  on  equal  footing  with  all 
other  states.  The  majority  of  delegates  serving  on  this  committee  felt  that  it  would  be  unfair 
for  any  one  state  to  send  more  than  one  team  or  contestant  to  a  particular  event. 

The  following  programs  and  services  would  be  impacted  by  these  committee  recommendations: 

No  programs  or  services  will  be  impacted  at  this  time. 


Committee  Chair 
Committee  Vice  Chair 
Committee  Secretary: 


Amber  Twentyman,  NY 
Tracy  Smith,  OK 
Stacy  Revels,  FL 


Action  on  Committee  Recommendation:  Passed 
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Committee  Reports 

Wi   Require  proficiency  awards  to  be  maintained  for  at 
«*   least  five  years  and  not  change  from  year  to  year. 


-  original  idea  from  submission 
by  Texas  FFA  state  delegate 
committee. 

Melissa  Arhelger,  TX 
Ashley  Baker,  TO 
J.  Trev  Bekken,  WY 
Tyler  Blagg,  CA 
Coltan  Bohman,  AK 
Melanie  Boucher,  MA 
Patrick  Bray,  AZ 
Adam  Chace,  OK 
Cassie  Ehrman,  IA 
Jacob  Farquhar,  OK 
Isaac  Fisher,  OK 
Kelly  Forsythe,  CA 
Daniel  Ganus,  AL 
Sahrina  Griftin,  GA 
Jessica  Groves,  AR 
Aaron  Hampton,  MO 
Tory  Hodges,  AR 
Sarah  Hodges,  MO 
Laura  Hoftelt,  WI 
Alysa  Isley,  MI 
Mindy  Jenkins,  ID 
Alyson  Johnson,  AL 
Jessica  Kempen,  TX 
Jacob  Lauer,  KS 
Cara  Lawson,  OH 
Caroline  Long,  NC 
Lauren  Martinez,  TX 
Brandon  Mason,  CO 
Nicci  McDonald,  NM 
Christin  McPherso,  NC 
Megan  Morasch,  TX 
Jim  Myers,  CA 
Jackie  Ploetz,  NY 
Brady  Rasco,  TX 
Angie  Richards,  NC 
Sara  Riggs,  KY 
Kerri  Rosa  to,  NH 
Colette  Rose,  CA 
Tanya  Selman,  UT 
Anthony  Seymore,  PA 
Matt  Shriver,  IL 
Ashlee  Thomas,  LA 
Arden  Tilghman,  FL 
Julie  Townley,  GA 
Danielle  Welch,  VT 
Trista  White,  CA 
Rachel  Wulf,  MN 


Whereas,  proficiency  awards  recognize  excellence  in  supervised  agricultural  expe- 
rience. 

Whereas,  the  current  evaluation  process  is  sufficient  for  reviewing  the  proficiency 
areas. 

Whereas,  the  current  structure  for  proficiency  awards  has  proven  adequate. 

Whereas,  the  committee  seeks  to  ensure  the  well-being  of  all  stakeholders  in  the 
National  FFA  Organization. 


Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Delegate  Committee  on  proficien- 
cy awards  recommends  the  following: 

1.  There  should  he  no  action  taken  at  this  time  concerning  the  proficiency  awards  system 
and  its  structure. 


The  following  support  leads  this  committee  to  believe  these  recommendations 
are  needed: 

The  current  structure  has  proven  adequate  for  years.  Currently,  the  five-year  evaluation 
process  allows  for  sufficient  review  of  adding/deleting/changing  proficiency  award  areas. 

We  feel  that  students  have  not  been  negatively  impacted  by  the  current  system.  There 
are  37  award  areas  to  adequately  accommodate  the  various  supervised  agricultural  experi- 
ence programs. 

We  as  a  committee  do  not  feel  that  we  are  fully  qualified  to  make  decisions  regarding  the 
financial  undertakings  of  the  National  FFA  Organization  and  the  National  FFA 
Foundation. 


The  following  programs  and  services  would  be  impacted  by  these  committee  rec- 
ommendations: 

No  additional  programs  or  services  will  be  impacted  by  this  recommendation. 


Respectfully  submitted  on  this  30th  day  of  October  by: 

Committee  Chair:  Kerri  Rosato,  NH 

Committee  Vice  Chair:  Jacob  Lauer,  KS 

Committee  Secretary:  Angie  Richardson,  NC 


Action  on  Committee  Recommendation:  Passed 
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Committee  Reports 

Program  of  Activites 


The  POA  Committee  recommends  the  following: 

Awards  and  Degrees 

•  Continued  support  for  Local  Program  Success 
staff  at  National  FFA.  States  really  appreciate 
what  LPS  Specialists  do. 

•  Promote  and  publicize  awards  and  degrees  more 
actively. 

•  Align  Agriscience  regulations  with  USDA  or 
other  national  research  programs. 

•  Encourage  more  use  of  Discovery  FFA  Degree. 

Chapter  Programs  and  Activities 

•  Actively  promote  PALS  and  Food  For  America 
as  programs  for  chapters. 

•  Continue  splitting  national  officers  up  to  differ- 
ent states  with  one  officer  in  Washington,  D.C., 
for  National  FFA  Week.  Create  a  bigger  celebra- 
tion for  the  week,  and  consider  having  activities 
that  are  consistent  nationwide. 

•  Increase  student  input  in  National  FFA  theme 
selection.  When  the  theme  is  narrowed  to  two  or 
three  ideas,  consider  taking  them  to  a  cross-sec- 
tion of  FFA  members  to  get  their  feedback. 
Open  up  theme  idea  generation  to  members 
through  FFA  New  Horizons  or  the  website. 

•  Create  a  more  effective  help  packet  for  FFA 
advisors  implementing  online  rosters  that  shows 
help  in  a  page-by-page  format.  Consider  a  one- 
step  implementation  process  directly  from  paper 
to  online  rosters. 


IS 


•  Provide  more  useful  tools  and  resources  for 
teachers  through  Making  a  Difference. 

•  Reevaluate  the  purpose  and  philosophy  behind 
each  FFA  publication  in  order  to  continue  serv- 
ing each  audience  effectively. 

•  Establish  continuity  and  consistency  in  the  FFA 
website. 

Leadership  and  Personal  Development 

•  Changes  in  curriculum  for  leadership  programs 
are  very  positive,  and  we  look  forward  to  seeing 
future  progress. 

•  International  opportuni- 
ties, WLC,  ALD,  MFE, 
EDGE,  SPC,  BLAST  Off 
and  NLCSO  but  please 
consider  these  recom- 
mendations and  pass 
them  on  to  National  FFA 
Center  staff. 


Marketing  and 
Merchandising 

•  Catalog  format  and  con- 
stant improvements  in 
merchandise  are  excel- 
lent. 


FFA  members  enjoyed  the  dances,  which  are  ever-popular 


events . 


•  Use  the  same  models 
every  year  for  the  catalog  -  they  were  especially 
stunning  this  year! 


Communications  and  Public  Relations 

•  Have  the  National  FFA  Board  of  Directors  create 
principles  that  will  guide  our  diversity  initiatives 
in  publications. 

•  Keep  the  LPS  CD-ROM  coming. 

•  Introduce  a  set  number  of  new  ideas  each  year 
based  in  awards,  activities,  and  programs  in  a 
multiple  year  (3-5)  process  to  prevent  an  over- 
whelmed feeling  for  new  teachers. 

•  Have  students  submit  pictures  for  FFA  website. 

•  Find  a  fresher  mix  of  articles  in  FFA  New 
Horizons  for  all  ages  of  FFA  members.  Make  it 
look  like  a  magazine  directed  to  an  older  youth 
audience  to  create  stronger  appeal. 


National  FFA  Convention 

•  Bring  back  the  laser  light  show. 

•  Ensure  that  the  entire  75th  year  is  celebrated  to 
its  fullest  potential  through  the  76th  National 
FFA  Convention. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

National  Program  of  Activities  Committee 

Dane  White,  Chair 

Robin  Niehaus,  Secretary 

Elio  Chiarelli  Jr. 

Amber  Haugland 

Abbie  Kammerzell 

Barrett  Keene 
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Committee  Reports 

&i  Auditing 


The  auditing  committee  met 
with  Marion  Fletcher,  National 
FFA  Treasurer.  The  committee 
members  reviewed  the  draft 
audit  and  Mr.  Fletcher  answered 
any  questions  that  arose.  The 
audit  is  being  completed  using 
generally  accepted  accounting 
procedures.  It  was  stated  that 
the  final  audit  would  be  avail- 
able in  the  next  several  months. 
The  impact  of  the  stock  markets 
and  the  downturn  in  the  econo- 
my did  have  a  negative  impact 
on  the  assets  and  receipts  of  the 
organization,  but  overall  the 
National  FFA  Organization  is  in 
very  healthy  financial  standing. 

The  committee  makes  no  rec- 
ommendations. 
Respectfully  submitted: 
Dane  White,  Chair 
Robin  Niehaus,  Secretary 
Elio  Chiarelli  Jr. 
Amber  Haugland 
Abbie  Kammerzell 
Barrett  Keene 


Get  your  gear  for  our  75th  year!  A  huge  selection  of  FFA  merchandise  was 
available  in  the  shopping  mall. 
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Committee  Reports 


IS 


The  nominating  committee  had  a  tough  job  to  do  and  spent  long  days  reviewing  the 
candidates  and  discussing  the  new  national  officer  team. . . 

Nominating 

We,  the  nominating  committee,  have  given  careful  and  deliberate 
consideration  to  all  applicants  running  for  a  national  office.  The  com- 
mittee nominates  the  following  slate  of  candidates  to  the  delegates  at 
the  75th  National  FFA  Convention  to  serve  as  national  officers  for 
the  year  2002-2003. 


Central  Region  Vice  President:  J.J.  Jones,  Kansas 
Eastern  Region  Vice  President:  Julie  Tyson,  Ohio 
Southern  Region  Vice  President:  Joel  McKie,  Georgia 
Western  Region  Vice  President:  Dustin  Clark,  Texas 
National  Secretary:  Seth  Heinert,  Wyoming 
National  President:  Tim  Hammerich,  California 

Respectfully  submitted: 

Christy  Windham  (Chair),  Mississippi 

Bryan  Dodson  (Vice-Chair),  California 

Lindsey  Calhoun,  Ohio 

Joseph  Bo  Dotson,  Georgia 

Mike  Haynes,  South  Carolina 

Kolbyn  Joy,  New  Mexico 

Andrew  Klein,  Wisconsin 

Stefan  Knudsen,  Iowa 

Tasha  Schmidt,  North  Carolina 


. .  .however,  they  still  managed  to  cut  loose  and  have  some  fun  while 
building  lifelong  friendships  and  memories'. 
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2002-2003  National  ffa  officer  Team 


Tim  Hammerich 

President 

2865  Fulton  Road, 
Fulton,  CA  95439 
Voicemail:  317-802-4341 

E-mail: 
thammerich@rra.org 


Age:  20 

Chapter:  Santa  Rosa-Elsie  Allen  FFA  Chapter 
Enterprise:  Breeding  and  market  swine,  meat  ducks 
and  pumpkins 

State  FFA  Office:  2000-2001  California  FFA  President 
FFA  Awards:  Star  chapter  farmer,  stat  greenhand,  state 
proficiency  finalist  in  specialty  crops 

High  School  Activities:  Varsity  soccer,  Spanish  cluh, 
drama  cluh,  varsity  basketball 

College  and  Major:  California  State  University — 
Chico,  sophomore,  agricultural  education  and  agricul- 
tural science 

College  Activities:  School  of  Agriculture  ambassador, 
Aggie  bible  study 

Career  Goal:  Agricultural  education  teacher 


Seth  Heinert 

Secretary 
964  Mona  Road 
Alva,  WY  82711 
Voicemail:  317-802-4346 
E-mail:  sheinert@ffa.org 


Age:  21 

Chapter:  Devils  Tower  FFA  Chapter 

Enterprise:  Beef,  swine  and  equine  placement; 
farm/ranch  improvement 

State  FFA  Office:  2000-2001  Wyoming  FFA  Sentinel 
FFA  Awards:  National  FFA  Chorus,  star  chapter 
farmer,  second  high  sales  team,  silver  state  ptepated 
public  speaking,  star  greenhand. 

High  School  Activities:  FFA,  musical  entertainment, 
government,  youth  group,  chorus,  basketball,  golf,  4-H, 
cowboy  poetry  shows,  National  Honor  Society 

College  and  Major:  University  of  Wyoming,  junior, 
animal  science/agribusiness 

College  Activities:  Student  government,  livestock 
judging,  Block  and  Btidle  Club,  Campus  Ventutes,  Ag 
Theme  House,  Phi  Theta  Kappa 

Career  Goal:  Foreign  agricultural  education  and  relief 


Julie  Tyson 

Eastern  Region  Vice 

President 

1864  County  Road  655 

Ashland,  OH  44805 

Voicemail:  317-802-4343 

E-mail:  jtyson@ffa.org 


Age:  19 

Chapter:  Hillsdale  FFA  Chaptet 

Enterprise:  Job  placement,  swine  production,  sheep 

production  and  home  improvement 

State  FFA  Office:  2000-2001  Ohio  FFA  Vice  President 
FFA  Awards:  Second  place  national  extempotaneous 
public  speaking  CDE,  first  place  state  job  interview 
CDE,  seventh  place  individual  national  agricultural 
sales  CDE 

High  School  Activities:  National  Honot  Society  vice 
president,  Hillsdale  flag  corps  captain,  academic  chal- 
lenge captain,  Ashland  County  junior  fair  queen,  jun- 
ior fair  board  member,  4-H  club  president,  4-H  aware- 
ness team 

College  and  Major:  The  Ohio  State  University,  sopho- 
more, agribusiness  and  applied  economics 
College  Activities:  College  of  Food,  Agricultural  and 
Environmental  Sciences  Ambassadot;  Member  of  Ohio 
Statets  Inc.;  Agricultural  Education  Society  (recruit- 
ment chair  for  Scarlet  and  Gray  Ag  Day) 
Career  Goal:  Organizational  communications,  human 
resource  management  or  public  relations 


J.J.  Jones 

Central  Region  Vice 
rresidc-nl 

Rt.  2  Box  6A,  Ludell,  KS 

67744 

Voicemail:  317-802-4342 

E-mail:  jjones@fTa.org 


Age:  21 

Chapter:  Atwood  FFA  Chapter 

Enterprise:  Beef  production,  fruit  and  vegetable  pro- 

duction 

State  FFA  Office:  2000-2001  Kansas  FFA  president 

FFA  Awards:  State  beef  ptoiiciency  award  winner, 

National  FFA  chorus,  1999  Young  Farmer's  Speech 

Contest  extempotaneous  winner  chapter  star  in 

agribusiness 

High  School  Activities:  Consort  show  choir,  directot 

of  church  choir,  National  Honor  Society,  creative  arts 

club,  Obert  scholar 

College  and  Major:  Kansas  State  Univetsity,  junior 

animal  science  and  industry 

College  Activities:  American  Royal  Student  ambassa- 
dor. Acacia  fraternity,  K-State  college  of  agriculture 
REPS/amhassadors,  Block  and  Bridle  Cluh,  Little 
American  Royal  Committee 

Career  Goal:  Beef  cattle  consultant  and  public  policy 
advisor  on  agricultural  issues 


Dustin  A.G.  Clark 

Western  Region  Vice 

President 

303  Redmond  Dr., 

College  Station,  TX 

77840 

Voicemail:  317-802-4345 

E-mail:  dclark@ffa.org 

Age:  20 

Chapter:  Waxahachie  FFA  Chapter 

Enterprise:  Registered  breeding  beef;  corn  crop,  cotton 
crop  and  wheat  ctop,  show  steets  and  show  heitets 
State  FFA  Office:  2000-2001  Texas  FFA  fitst  vice  pres- 
ident 

FFA  Awards:  State  finalist  for  star  greenhand,  star 
chapter  farmer,  stat  lonestar,  American  degree 
High  School  Activities:  Vatsity  basketball,  church 
youth  group,  varsity  baseball,  National  Honor  Society 
College  and  Major:  Texas  A  &  M  University,  sopho- 
more, agricultutal  economics 

College  Activities:  Student  Senate,  Aggie  R.E.P.S, 
College  of  Agricultute  and  Life  Sciences  Student 
Council,  inttamural  athletics 

Career  Goal:  To  have  an  active  tole  in  shaping  policy 
for  American  agriculture  through  agri-business  or  ag 
law. 


Joel  McKie 

Southern  Region  Vice 

President 

783  Mockingbird  Road, 

Abbeville,  GA  31001 

Voicemail:  317-802-4344 

E-mail:  j mckie@fia.org 


Age:  19 

Chapter:  Wilcox  County  FFA  Chapter 

Enterprise:  Fiber  and/or  Oil  Crop  Production 
Placement  and  Beef  Production  Entrepreneurship 

State  FFA  Office:  2000-2001  Geotgia  FFA  President 
FFA  Awards:  State  winner  fiber  and/or  oil  crop  pro- 
duction placement  proficiency  (and  national  finalist), 
third  place  state  extempotaneous  speaking,  chaptet  star 
greenhand 

High  School  Activities:  Debate  team,  one-act  play 
cast,  4-H,  student  government  association,  national 
Beta  Club  association,  newspapet  staff 
College  and  Major:  Abraham  Baldwin  Agricultutal 
College  (ABAC),  sophomore,  agtihusiness 

College  Activities:  Student  government 
association-freshman  class  president,  ABAC  ambassa- 
dot-patliamentatian.  Baptist  student  union,  collegiate 
FFA,  SGA  academic  affairs  committee 
Career  Goal:  Corporate  agricultural  law  or  public  serv- 
ice 
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One  Mission:  Student  Success 


The  FFA  Mission:  FFA  makes  a  positive  difference  in  the  lives  of  stu- 
dents by  developing  their  potential  for  premier  leadership,  personal 
growth  and  career  success  through  agricultural  education. 

The  Agricultural  Education  Mission:  Agricultural  Education  prepares 
students  for  successful  careers  and  a  lifetime  of  informed  choices  in  the 
global  agriculture,  food,  fiber  and  natural  resources  systems. 

The  National  FFA  Organization  is  a  resource  and  support  organization 
that  does  not  select,  control  or  supervise  state  association,  local  chap- 
ter or  individual  member  activities  except  as  expressly  provided  for  in 
the  National  FFA  Organization  Constitution  and  Bylaws. 

The  National  FFA  Organization  affirms  its  belief  in  the  value  of  all 
human  beings  and  seeks  diversity  in  its  membership,  leadership  and 

staff  as  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 

©  2003  National  FFA  Organization 
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Get  your  gear 
for  our  75th  year! 


order  online  today  at  www.ffaunlimited.org 
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